If vou encounter a bat
outside your home
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Avoid contact with all bats, particularly
those found sick or dead on the ground.
As soon as a grounded bat s found,

it shouid be isolated o prevent further
contact with people and animals. If you can
isolate the bat, cover it with a pail, coffee
can or similar container and place a heavy
object such as a brick or rock on top of the
container to secure it. Call your focal health
department to discuss the need for testing.
If you cannot isolate the bat, call your local
health department for assistance.

Local Health Authority

MADISON COUNTY DEPT. OF HEALTH

Daytime Telephone

315-366-2526

After Hours Telephone

315-366-2526 (Answering
Service)

of New York
. Pataki, Governor

“"Bepartment of Heaith

F nto:ﬁ%_ Novello, M.D., M.PH., Dr. PH,, Commissioner
¥ 3022 3/05

Rabies exposure includes a bite,
scratch, saliva contact to your eyes,
nose, mouth or an open wound, or
other physical contact with & bat.

In some situations, it is possible
that a bat bite could go undetected,
e.g., when a bat is found in a room
with a sleeping person, or a bat is
found next to an unattended young
child.




What to do if you find a
bat in your house
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» Ifthere is any chance that the bat had 4.
contact with a person or pet, the bat

should be captured and tested for rabies; *

if the bat cannot be captured, call your
local health department for advice on
what to do next,

 If you are certain that there was no
contact with a person or pet (for
example, you saw the bat come into the
house and never |ost sight of it), close
the room and closet doors, open the 42
windows and watch the bat until it leave

consaderedg if the b at
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* |s found to be rabid;

= Is not available for testing;
* was untestabie;

AND

« there was known physical contact with a
person;
or
* - there was a reasonable probability an
exposure wouid have gone undetected,
€.g., a bat in the room with or a bat
found on the ground next to:
— an unattended young child;
— a sleeping individual;
— a person under the influence of alcohol
or drugs;
a person with other sensory or mental
impairment.

To capture a bat
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« Turn on room lights and close the
windows.

Glose the room and closet doors.
ait for the bat to land.

+ Wearing gloves, place a coffee can,
pail or similar container over the bat.

- Slide a piece of cardboard under the
container to trap the bat.

* Firmly hold the cardboard in place
against the top of the container, turn it
right side up and tape the cardboard

tightly to the container,

After the bat is captured
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» |f there was any chance that contact -
with a person or pet occurred, or you
are not sure If contact occurred, DO
NOT release the bat. Call your Ioca!
health department fo ¢ 3
bat should be testeﬁ
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 exposure with a person o pet, ta
the covered container outside and
release the bat outdoors, preferably
at night and away from human
populated areas, '




