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This report is in response to a request of April 10, 1880, from your task force for
historical survey of the Onelds Indians of New York. }

A. Background to 1830's

In the seventeenth century, when the Europeans made their first contact with the
Oneida Tribe of Indians, It occupled the territory along Onefda Creek and the eastern
shore of Lake Oneida including the site of the present town of Oneida, New York.

It was the smallest tribe in the Iroquols Confederacy, and its neighbors, the Mohewk
on the east and the Onondaga to the west, were also members.

The Tribe has a long history of Internal division which began sround 1760. The basis
of the conflict was the rise in prestige and power, as a result of constant wariare,

" of the warrlors within the tribe. They challenged the clan chiefs, whose power
rested on the traditional elan mother system, for control. By mid-century both
groups had sufficient powar and/oc authocity to veto the others proposals but neither

could exercise positive leadership.

In 1767 a Presdyterian minister sought to establish a mission among the Onelda.

He quickly allied himself with the wartlor faction which became known as the Christian
Purly, The Revolutionary War further aggravated tribal divisions with the Warrior
Christian faction belng pro-Amerfcsn and the clan chlef-traditionalist being pro-
Hritish, . i .

In addition to these political and soclal tensions, the war also caused conslderable
physical dlslocation and destruction. The Wer was characterized by destructive

ralds which “reduced the Mohawk Valley to a virtual desert.” Both Onelda factions
maintained proximity to this soparate allles. As a result, during the war onc party

or ihe other, and sometimes both, were absent from thelr own lands. After, however,
both returned to thelr homeland but settled in separate villsges, each with its own
government., All sttempts to unify the Tribe not only failed but, at times, Increased
Lhe faclionalism. By 18§35 the divisions between the two major factions was 30 intense
that they divided the Oneida territory into two separate reservations. One for

the Christian Parties and the other, amaller, for the clan basis group now called

the Orchard Party. oL ' «



In 1840 there were three hends-of

In the 1010% this xituation on the Christlan Beservation wes calmed b\ the arrfval

of an Eplscopel mlssionary, He first gained the supptt of the warrjor ETou wider
beeame known an the Purst Christiar: Parly. lie then concentrates cn the others

&nu convertec somo of them 1o the chureh and became knov'n as the Becone Christ i,
Parly. While these events dla nol unite the Tribe Lhey ¢i¢ tond to brsaen Inle-Lring)

tension,

Concurrently, prassure wes belng applisc on the Onelda to sell thelr lands ln New
Yor« enc move to Wiscorslr.. The trlve divided again ovor tnls proposnl. Soaie

members of both the Plrst and Becond Chrlstian Party vas similarlly dividec,
Revertneless, in 1823 a sinsll Erowp sterted westward and there werc 654 Unclcas

Living In Wlsoconsin by 1836, -

B._Breskup of the ‘Ixlbe

In 1638, tive Urited-8tz(¢s negotiuled tha Treaty of Bulfelo Creet: vith the New

Yark [ndians, By this agreement, tha Gneida of Rew York were lo”, .. ramove
to their mev homes In the Indian tercitory, [Kansas) =8 soon &5 tney can maso
salisfactory arrangements witn the Governoe of the Btatc of New York for tns

purzhase of thelr lancs st Onelcs.®
the Onelds Ketlon; (L) the First and Sccond

Coristich Parties of New Yort:;, the Orclare Party of New York, and the Oneidn
uf Wisconsin, NotwiUustanding the fact thet representatives of ell three of the

. New York Onelda factions signed the Treaty, nt one actuelly wanted to reniove

to Kansas, beceuss of Increwsing pressure from the logal whites, however, many
Onelcs (inelly Gecldec that they wanted to leave the State. These circumrtances .
loc to & serles of trestles between the Slute of New York anc¢ the Tribe. :

On June b, 1840, the First and Second Christlan Partles siguied a treaty with the

btate whicl: theoreticully divided tnelr 4505.63 acre shere of the reservation on

& per capils besie, There deing 585 Indiars eliglble this josde each incividual's

pharc 7.802 acres, Two lists were then mace: those who 1.oul¢ sell thelr 8'ure of

the rescrvation to the State, Schecule 1, an¢, thosc who wouls keep thelr consdiidstec

scres {n common and remeln, Schedule 1,

dcheaule | was further dividsd In to three mxpc A party headsa hioses Schulyer

of 242 persors who took thelr share and migrated to Canars. Ther were designater
as the "Pirst Emigrant Party®, The 87 persoas, designated the “Second Bmigrating
Party®, while wanting to move, did not have a speclfic destination In @inc. They
ald ceslre an monitery acvance, however, tn ordsr to fird & oesirable Jocaticn.

The ®™1hird Emigrating Party,® of 6% Indlans also wantsd to move. They die not

bave a spcaific losatio: In mind, but they requesteC an advance on Welr funds.

This made 400 Onelde of the First and Becon? Christian Parties who sold, o plecged
Lo sell thelr share, The 178 parsons Schedule U whe were remalning In New York
were designeted the ®rome Party." On March s, 184], the Home Party of the Pirst
and Second Christian partles further reduced Its land base when 3¢ additio.al Unelds
agreel 10 lake Lhelr share of the tribal asssts and emigrele Lo Cenads, .



Corcurrently the Orchard party of the Oneida was also disposing of much of its
1ands 1o the State of New York by the Treaty of March 13, 184L In this case there
were 98 persons on a 464.92 acre reservation or only 4.94 acres per tribal member.
This time there were only two parties. Tne 44 who intended to go to Canaca, and
the remaining 54, designated the "liome Party of the Orchard Indians." Later, the
Treaty of May 23, 1842, 16 of those of the Home Party also emigrated to joining
their tribestnen in Canada. = .o '

Al of these tresties all had the following or similar clauses:

. "and it-is hereby stipulated anu agreed that all the avalls of the
- sale of the said ceced lands are to be distributed, apportioned
and paid to the said several migrating parties In the proportions
which they respectively bear to the whole number of souls enrolled
on the sald attested list as Intending to migrate. -

n, .. and such... who are enrolled on the said list attested

as aforesgid, as intending to emigrate hereby release quit claim .

& lorever renounce to the said Indians who are 50 enrolled as intending
to remain and to those who mey succeed them in their rights, all right,
title, claim and éemand whatsoever in anc to the said portion of land so
set apart, describe and reserved for the seid Indians who co not

intend to emigrate."

The "First Emigrating Party" of the First and Second Christian Parties led by Moses
Schulyer used their funds to purchese a reserve near London, Ontario, Canada.* -
By 1848 most of the other emigrating Oneida had also settled there. ‘

The result of this series of treaties was that in 1843 there were, in addition to the
Wisconsin Oneldu, eight identitiable groups of the Onelda Natlon: -

1. First Emigrating Party of the lst and 2nd Christian Parties

2. Second Emigrating Party of the Ist end 2nd Christian Parties

3. Third Emigrating Party of the Ist and 2nd Christian Parties .
4. 1541 Home Pariy Emigrants of the Ist and 2nd Christian Partles
5. Post 1641 Home Party of the lst and 2nd Christian Partles

6. 1841 Emigrant party of the Orchard Party

7. 1642 Emigrant Party of the Orchard Party

8. Home Party of the Orchurd Party

On April 18, 1843, the New York State assembly passed an act stating:

"T'he Onelda Indians owning lands in the countles of Onelda
and Madison are hereby authorized to hold thelr lands in

severalty .. o "

This law for all practical purposes ended the official relationship between the Onelca
Tribe of Indians and the State of New York. Hereafter the pneidu were greated

by the State as individuals, but tribal {dentlfication in a social sense remained.

The language, the matrilineal clan system, & continued attachment to the lroquols
Confedcracy, manifestations of "Oneldaness", seem to bave been maintained Lo
u‘e Pmenl. . N . . .« . o . . .
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C. Oneldas on the Onondaéa Reservation: to 1330's

Not all of those designeted as "emigrants” on varjous 1840 treaties, discussed above,
left the State of New York. Some, becaiise they hud already teken their share of

the tribal patrimony, settled upon the. Onondega Reservation. In uddition, some

of those who did emigrate.to Canada or Wisconsin returned to New York end also
settled on the Onondaga Reservation. The Onondaga Reservation was « natural
choice for these Oneida because of the Onondsga Nation's traditional central position

- in the Iroquois Confederation. They did not participate in the politics of the

reservation and maintained thelr separate identity, but, as fellow lroquois, they
were welcome. Furthermore, the proximity of the city of Syracuse offered employment

and other econo.nie advantages, .' . _ ..

The Oneidas on the Onondaga Reservation represent one more division of a tribe
with 8 history of fragmentation. In the 1840's it was a small group of around thirty
persons, compared to over 170 at Onejda. The Annual Reports of the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs show that in 1853 the population Jumped to 72 and remained near
that number until the 1840's. During the same perlod, the population of the group

at Oneida remained fairly constant at around 180. At the turn of the century the
Onondaga group increases rather dramatically to over 120 while the group at Oncida

was deminishing to about 150,

A 1901 roll prepared by Special Agent Guion Miller to determine those Oneida eligible
a per capita payment for the judgment award for the so-called "Kansas lands™ listed
159 persons Oneida, 283 at Ononduga and 6 at Tonawanda. A major reason for the
cramatic increese in Onondaga population was, of course, that the claim itself made

it more profitable to take the time and make the effort necessary to prove one's
Oneida blood. Part of the Increase however, is attributed to the immigration 2!

& grouwp of thirty-one Onolda from Canada. C - .

The Inclusion of the Canadian group, and other Individuals who allegedly haa to

pay & fee to be on the roll, was challenged by other Oneldes. In 1904, a{ter an
investigation of these charges, Special Agent Miller concluded thut they were
groundless. He stated that Canadians were readopted into the tribe(?). This event,
however, illustrated the unolficial nature of the census rolls of this period. Many
times they were taken by members of the group Itself, who could have arbitrary
excluded persons of whom they disapproved. In addition, the ability to construct
such rolls indlcated the existence some Informal organization which thought It had

the right to determine the qualifications for inclusion.
- o Cloth Payment

A major reason for the malntance of a "membership Ust™ was for the annual distribution
of the "cloth payment™ due the Onelda under the provisions of the Treaty of Konondalgua,
November 11, 1784. A representative of the Tribe, usually a chlef but not necessarlly,

is given that Tribe's share (2% for the Oneida) of the cloth to distribute. This individual
then distributes the cloth. It is left to his discretion to determine the recipients.

It should be emphasized that neither the individual representative nor those to whom

he distributes the cloth acquire any "federal recognition” as a "tribe™ by this act.

It Is a situation in some ways anelogous to the distribution of & elaims award to

a non-tribal descendants of the eggrieved historic tribe. The Individual's right to

share {5 derived from his or her connection to the historic entity and not dependant

on his or her cwrent status.



In the particular case of the Onelds, the rtribal representative™ who recelved and
distributed.the cloth wus many times self-sppointed. The cloth payment did, however,
necessitate the maintinance of some form of Identification list. Thds, in turn, could
at various times be the starting point for an organizational effort, and prevent

_ the complete dissolution of the group.
D. Onelda et Onelda

L .
As previously mentioned, in 1843 the New York State Assembly enacted legislation
authorlzing the the Onelda of the two Home Parties to hold their land in severalty
instecd of in common as was the situation at the time. Most Unelds took advantage
of this act and divided their lands into individually owned plots. One group, however,
dic not. The group of the 2nd Christian Party asclgried Lots 17 and 19 under the

184] treaty maintalied common ownership of their land.
According to the 1307 testimony of William Rockwall the acknowledged leader of
this groupt . o

"lve formed band of our own In regard to this thirty acre parcel. We?
covered? (slc) It in such a way that up to the present lime, you can

sce, It ik preserved yet. When our own mombers, o matter how distant the
rolation might be, are taken LI und {here are tﬁ&a who ought to go home,
s the pllQO he thinkg of .o ."(imphllll ldd‘d) ! .
d" of Onsldas was not a traditionslly

From this statement {t appoars that this "ban
derived grouwp, but that it was an ad hog organizatioi of those persons and thelr
descendants who were allotted lots 17 and 19. There s no clalm in this statement
that they were the legitimate suocessocs of the *Onelda Natlon™ It would have

been aifficult for them to do 50 since they ali decendants of smali poction (3¢ out
of total population In 1841 of 146) of the "liocme Parly of the First and Second Christian
Parties". Furthermore, they were only descendants of the Second Christian Party.

g Oneida to communally hold aborlginal

Kevertheless The group was the last remalnin
¢ of most this

lends. This fact, among others, tended to make this group the cor
official relationships with the "Uneida at Onelda”

The aforementioned Mr. Rockwell, leader of this band, was the acknowledged spokesman
for the "Onelda Nation of New York® until his death in 1950's. Diany times he acted
{n concert with & "tribal" delegation. But more often the various Federal and Stale

officlals looked to him as the only representative.

The U. S, Clrcuit Court of Appeals In the case of United States v. Boylan et al.
expanded wpon Nir. Rockwell's definition of lots 17 and Ly as stated above. It ruled
that this plot was never relinquished by the Oneida Nation to the Unlted Btates
o the 5tate of New York, and #o remained tribal propesty. The court reaffirmed

thats oo
"I'he record discloses thut between twenty-three and thirty-Indians hold
and enjfoy the land In question from the date of the treaty with the United

Btates government [n 1749 (aic 1764) down Lo the time of the gvicllon referted
to [1906). ... The trial judge has found that the Unelda Indiarns were &

dlstinct people, tribe, or band." (365 Fed. Kept. 170 .

/
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The followlng is the fincing of the District Court relerred tos

"William: Rockwell, an Onelda Indlan, son of margaret Honyost, daughter

of Maggie Charles, one of the 23 persons named In Schedule B, gave

testimony to the effect that he was born In a house on lot 17 of thix

reservation, that these premises were occupled by Lhese Indiens and

thelir doscendants down to the time of the eviction by the sheriff (130¢), -

and occuplec by then! in comron, and that tribe] relations, ete., were .
- mairtained, and that they had ehlefs and held and attended counclls.® (255

Fed lopt. 470, - ¢ _

While the above coutradicts Mr. Rockwell's statemant clted earlier, the Courts'’
reasoningy and declsions seemn to indicate thet it believed the Oneida Tribe of New
York to be the descandants of those ascigned to lots 17 and 18 In J842. Futhermoce
those lots (the 32 xcres) are considered the "Onelda Keservotion.”

.D. Oncids ana the IRA

After the passage of the Indisn Reorganization Act in 1934, Willlero K. Marrison
Special Agent In Charge, New York Agency asked I the Onelds were qualified to
vote on the Acl.’ The mujor question concorncd the need for an Indian group to
have a "reservation™ (o be ellgivle to vole. The Oncida on Unondaga were briefly
consicerod to be part of the Onondaga Reservetion although they were not ullowed
to vote when the Unondagn hcld their referendum. The discussion of eligivility
centeraC on those lii Onelda and hiacdison County, which we now Identify as the

~"ddarble HIU" band,
Inltially the Oneldi were considered nct eliglble, but In a reconsideration based
on the discussion In the case of U.S. v. Boylan, the Department of Interior changed

its positio and called foc s referencum on Junc 17, 1236, the last ooy such a vote

could be held The question wss then raised as to which OUneida should be aliowed

Lo vole and If there should be one or two polling places, It vas decided that there

would be only one voting place in Uneida County and that the Oneida of Onondage
stould be sllowed 1o vole "as absentec members If oltherwise eligihle.” What deterrminea

"eligibllity” wes not mpeclfied. The vote rejectec the LA 12 to 57,
'E._Onelda on Onondara Post INA

The problems ooncerning IRA eliglbllity focused new attentlon on the nature of
the Onelida Tribe of New York. In lv40, in response tv an inqulry from the Superintendent
of the New York Agency, Willlam. Koakwsll stateds

"The Onelda Nation had the following elans Bear-Wolf-Dear & Turtle,
We elect our chiefs as [t becomes necesary (o take care of our
buslness. The chlefs hold their officer untll they fall to act

in this cepacity for the good of ths Nation.

"Chlefs of today - Leyman, John, Onslda Resarvation

. : = Levy Hill, Onondags Reservation
- Joe Johnson, Byracuse, New York
- Chapman Schenandoah, Onondagu Reservation
= Nelson Schenandoal, Oneida Heservation
- William H, Rookwell, Onsida hesecvation



*Chlef since 1522
Andrevw Elm
Albert Schenandoah
Alexancer Beurlning. . . ’ Ve

"Ln.order foc ma t6 find e chlefs gl_g_ni ] would have to travel . "
(emphasis in orlginul) : . SR ETol dond :

Simllar Ustings were submitted by Mr, Rockwell throughout the 1940's, when requested.
How these "chie{z" are elpated", und by whoin, ks not disousser’, Although he nares
six persons ropresenting varlous "distriots”, all of the thom, exoept Levy HIll, were
listed as Oneldy Keservation people on the 190} payment roll. Mr. Rockwell was
always considered the "Chlef of the Oneida In New York" by the Bureau of Indian
Allalrs' Superintendent In New York, - .

In 18943, Mrs, Mery Winder proporting tc represent the: Oneida on the Onondaga
Reservation, asked the Superintendent of the Now York Agency to ald them in
securlng their own reservation. She Inoicated that she wes speaking as spokesperson
for ". .. a tribe of more than forty famlys anc about two hundred edults and chlldren.
«««" Nowhere In this letter is there any mention of Rockwell or any of tho other

persons he listed as chief, .

The Assistant to the Commissloner of Indian Affrirs' reply to this request was sympathetic’
but negative. Here again, there {s no mention of Idr. Rockwell or his group. This

coula be attributed to the fact that both letters focused on hirs. Windor's desirc

to sue the State of New York to obtaln lands for the requestec reservation. The
Commissioner's reply, therefore, was also directed to this questjon.

After the passage of the Indian Cluims Commisalon Act of 1946 there was a renewed”™ -
~ attempt for the formal organization of the Onondaga people. As previously, this
movemient was led by dlrs. Mary Winder. An informeal organizetion was institutional

and meetings held. Most of these meetings concerued the claim under that Act
for aboriginal New York lands. The communications with the Indian Office also
concerned elalms {ssues. Mrs. Winier contlnued, however, to scek advise on ways

foc the Oneida people at Onondaga to form thelr own reservation.

An exception to these subjects was made on a visit by Mrs. Winder to Washington

on March 12, 1948. At this meeting, she requestec the Incian Office designute Ross
Webster s "Chief™ of the Onéida Indlans of New York. The reason for this request
was that kirs. Winder did not want other chiefs (Willlem Kockwell?) to represent
them. Mrs. Winder stated that there was a traditional system with e chief, a sub-
chlef and a warrfor choosen by Oneids elan mothers to represent them In the council
of the Skx Natlon. Nothing further on this subject was found In the records. -

It appears that this "traditional” organization was.not political In Its motivation,

but rather & soclal-religlous organization. There is no reason to belleve that there
was any Inherent conflict between the "traditional and "elective™ organizations

A traditional ocganization oan limit {tx concern to the Internal function of the soclety.
It goes not necessarlly also have to control the political actions of the group.

An example of the above Is that In 1249, concurrent with Mrz, Winder's concern
ovec the Blx Nation Chieftianship, Milton Babcock, as President of the Oneida Natlon
of New Yok, and two other persons, signed a clalms atlorney contract for the Newv

.
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York Oneldas, In 1951, Mra. Hinder hersell was elocted Proaldant of the *Onelda
Indian Natlon of Councilore* an¢ b ton Baboodk YiewPrasident, ,

There Ls sketohy Information on sxacly when, what form, and who orested the
ocganization whloh called [tsclf *Tiwe Onelds Nation of New York® and now knewr,

43 the "olective® facllon. It Is clear, however, that until the mid-1470' there was

& conoensus amony e Ononcage Oneldss thet this group represented them in claims VI/
cuses and! was empowared (o reproscnt for tham to external (le. Federel, Bilate,’ /

elc.) agencies.

In 1571, The Onelda’ Indlan Natlon of New York etfl]. was not forinally recognired -
&r an organiration 1o speak for the New York Onelds by the Bureau of Indian Affalrs,

To rectify this “oversight”, Mr. Robert A. Burr, Jr. submitied a constitution: to
the Bureau for {ts recommendition and approval. e further stated:

*Please note alsu that althoush we are submitting our Constitutlor
to your bureau for confirmation, we¢ fecl confident that the Federal

Goverament has previously recognized our organization when the
Becretary of the lnterior gave his authorlzation for our organization

to enter Into contract with the {irm of Bond, S8cheneck an¢ King,
Attorneys at Law." ' - ‘

Comm_'usloner Bruce, In his reply of Aprl K, 1571, noted thet tha Constitution required
numerowus changes belore the Burezu could give Its approval. The major concern, .
however, was whethar the constitution(s) had¢ been voted upon and approved by

the acult members of the Nutlon. The Commlissloner then sdded: _ .

"You art quite.correct that the Federal government recognizec fully the
Oneica Nalion of New York ar a trlbe of Indians. This was, in fact, a

necessary considerstion In eonjunction with the approval of the Nation's
oontrest with the law {lrms of Bond, 8choepeck and King of Syracuse, New
York, and Aeran, Aaron, Schimberg & Hess of Chicago. linvis! Our
recognition hus been based on our awareness of the Nation's traditional
form of governinent and our geceptance of It. A written constitution need
An no way alter this. It eould reflect in writing whet has already become
unwritten practioe a3 such, I{ would facllitate understanding by others

of the Unejda NeUon's governnient.

We would be pleased to eftend such technicel assirtance &s you may desire
while working oa this revislon of your governing dosument.”

As g result of the above the Bureau and other federal egencles supplied varlous

services Lo the Onelda people. Usually, such ald however, was {rom ths Buresu

Lo the people through the "Constitution™ government }ed by President Jake Thompson.
The major Interest of the elective faction, as with mosl Oneide people, wus the

Unelda lund elalm, Al negotlatons relative to it were concucted through Mr. Thomron

and his Executlve Committee. _
F. Withdrawal of Buresu Recogit.hn

The Bur{nu. Gesplie ropeated requests, did hot recelve the assurances of the adoption
of the Constitution requested by Commissioner Bruce. Tenslon began tobulld ip
smonag the Onoadaga Onelds vonaernlng the "slected” Executive Commities. in



175, what harbeen termed a "revolt” occurred at an August 4 tribel meeting,
rhompeon war removed and replaced on August 10 by & group led by David lonvoixt
aIxi others calling themaolve "Traditionalist®. Later, on September 7, Thompenn,

In a meeting of his adhcrants, vetood the actlon at the August meetings. The sltuation
continued to deteriorate with ench side clalming to be legitimate spokespersons

{or the Onelds in New York, . .

On December 18, 1475, the Director of the Eastern Ares Office of the Bureau stated
that, since there nas no verifiable concensus fqr either party by the Onelds paople,

the Unlted States did not recognlze any government for the Onelde of Ner York.

This 15 the sltustion today.’ Throughout this controversy, the bureau anc the Assistent
becrclary of the Interior - Indlan Affairs, while offering to lend Its offices to meciate,
heve made [t clear that the Federal government considers the question of representation
anc governnient an internal prooler to be solved hy the Onslca themselves.

G. Oneidg at hiarble Hil

In the early 1870's, rexsoning that since they are the "Oneld» Netion of Ncv/ York",
they also have s right to use of the 32 acre "Onelda Reservation” in Maclsos

County, members of the Onondage group moved on this land. This was done to the
consternution of some of those who were descenced from the "Banc” supject to

the Rovlan declsion. The unresolved question In this siturtion is: Did the Boylen
cechsion, while reaffirming the axistence of the Oneida Reservation anc the Unelda
Tribe, at the same time define the Oneida Tribe In New Yock as only the descendants
ol those band ussigsied to lots 17 and 1Pt If so, then most of those who are referred

to as Merble HUll Oneidu and on the Cloth Payinent roll kept by Emlly Johnscen (William
Rockwell's succossotr in this position) should not be considered as "tribal Unelda™ R

- Not nithstanéln;; the above, most of the Marble HIlU people are Qel‘cgh.denu of
the "liomic Parties” of tho 1640's. Therelore, becausc their tribal affillations can

be traced to the two Home-Parties of the 1840 trestes, they are the %gx historieally
Identifiable "tribal” Uneldus in Rew York. This [s not to say that the Oncundaga
group arc not Oneida. Thay, however, arc {ndividual not fribol. They arrlved o
Onondaga i Indivicual's or In small groups and not as recognized "bands” or "trines.”

H., Healty vs '{huo;y

The above is a theory of separation between the descendants of the "emigrant”

and "home® parties. ‘The reallty is that thero wac & great deal of Interchange belween
them. The census Usts submitted by the Oneldu enlefs prior to 1900 indicate that
there were chiefs among both groups. As previously mention.ed the 10l "Kensas”
payment roll Listed the two Unelds groups separstely. The various census rolls
prepared subsequent 1o the 1901 payment roll also lst the Oneidas by elther Orondaga
oc Oneida residence, However, the 1846 eloth annuity roll, a state record, Usts

ell the Oneldas on one roll but contalns the notation "ONON™ for those Oneldas

tesiding of} Lhe Onondags Rescrvation

A comparison of the 1901 Listing and the 1948 Usting revesls that many of those

at Ononocdge are closely related to the Marble HIll Oneldas. The 01 linting revesls

that most of the Onondaga listeas have brothers and slsters o parents on the Onelde

lsting which Indicates that the member’s name was routinely transferrec upon his
“removal to the Unondega Reservation..Some of the Marble HLI Opeldas moved

r
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to Onondaga when they were evicted fron the 32 acres, now known as the Onejda
Territory, in 1909, It s also evident that there were Individuals intermarries with

the Ononduga Oneidu at an earlier period of time. There is no indication, however,

of any "band" movement the records Indicate only Indlvidual movements to Onondaga.
Apparently, Onondage was the main recipfent of emigrants from the Oneida Reservation

areas, Canada and Wisconsin.

In the early 1900's there were six Onelda chiefs of the Six Nstion Confederacy.
With the passing of William Rockwell in the early1960's, the system has barely
struggled on. W.liam Rockwell, the late ovner of the 32 acre Oneids Territory,
was the last visible chief he passed much of his work to Emily Jolinson, the current

.keeper of the Nearble Hill roll.
“ L SUMMARY

The Onelda Nation has been beset by severe internal division since the miq—eighteenth
century. The present situation is a continuation of thst history. The traditioral

clan mother based system of government also broke down &t this time. This does

not mean that adherance to soclal and religious aspect of the clan mother system

are not valid. Questions of descent, property, ete. are answered by meny Oneida

in this manner, ’

With the n'?c%ption of those Involved in this Boylan decision, there is no "Oneida

Nation of New York" which can trace an unbroken tribal existence. The cloth payment
does not convey politicel recognition. It recognizes & cultural organization "the

Oneida Nation". This group is'made up of persons on a roll (not approved by the
government) kept by someone who may have no other officlal position and the government
{s seemingly unconcerned to whom the cloth is eventually distributed. There have

no other consistant federal contacts with these people.

Neither of the two groups who clalm to represent the Onelde at Onondaga have

a very strong position. The "elective" faction never submitted Its "constitution™
or proved that it had popular support. On this other hand, leading members of the
"Traditionalist” faction acquiesced to the unapproved constitution for years and
accepted "elected” positions within it. In the turmoll of 1975, they approved of
the constitution they continued to malntaln the system after the lnlUgJ ouster of
Mr. Thompson and "elected" some of thelr own people tp the leadership positions

defined in the document.

The Marble HIll group's interest In the entlre situation is not consistant, They have
no recognized spokesman for thelr position. Mr, Kelth Reltz clalms to represent
them, but, in fact, he is only concerned with the 32 acre reservation. He fecls,
with understandable justifications, that It is his famllys - the band assigned lots

17 and 19. The Marble Hill people apparently want no intercourse with the federal
government beyond the cloth payment. They have been consistently aloof from

the entire situation. .




