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INTRODUCTION: Scope and Objectives.

This Report focuses on the jurisdictional struggles that resulted in
New York State when the 1789 federal Constitution came into force. The
decades prior to 1789 are summarized, followed by a detailed account of the
years 1789-1860, with particular reference to tribal land rights and political
autonomy. The decades after 1860 are then summarized, to provide
historical context for pending litigation concerning the legal rights of
modern-day Iroquois.

The Iroquois Confederacy came first. Then came New York, as
colony, province, nation, state. Finally in 1789 the federal government
gained authority over U.S.-resident Iroquois and New York State. This
sequence is important, because both Iroquois tribes and New York State

retained rights when superseded as the ultimate sovereign.
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