Dissidents Reserve Right to Sue

B In their notices of claim, the
members of the Oneida Indian
Nation say Madison Gounty
failed to properly supervise the
nation police.

By PAUL LIPKOWITZ
The Post Standard

WAMPSVILLE — A group of
13 Oneda Indians who say they
were spied upon by the Oneida In-
dian Nation police force have
begun legal action aganst Madison
County.

The group claims Madison
County Shenff Ron Cary and other
- county officials faded to properly
supervise the nation police force,
which operates under county au-
thozity, and that the county should
pay for the force’s abuzes.

County Attorney S. John Cam-
panie declined to comment on the
two notices of clam, A notice of
claim reserves the nght of the
gronp to file a Jawsut,

Internal natton police tran-
scnpts detaling surveillance of na-
tion dissidents were made public in
December in the Herald American.

“This is probably the warst po-
lice misconduct that I've seen
other than out-and-out brutality m
30 years,” smid Joseph Heath, a
- lawyer representing Rosalyn Trot=
man, one of those filing the claims.

“It's a gattern of pervasive spy-
Mmg... anﬁ it’s all meredibly unsu-
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pervised. What we're saying is
that you cannot create this law en-
forcement agency m. New York
state, and then have no control
over them.”

The transcripts showed nation
police mvestigators stalung out
dissidents’ homes, following them
to and from meetings and noting
with whom they met.

Nation Police Cmef Arthur F.
Pierce told Cary in December that
the transcopts were stolen,

The 45-member Oneda Indian
Natwon police force operates under
agreements with Cary and Oneida
County Sheriff Dan Middaugh.
Those agreements give the nation
police powers to enforce state
laws on land 1t owns or leases.

Cary and other Madison County
officials said in December that
they took the reports of spying by
nation police officers seriously and
would review the agreements.
Carmpanie said Monday that the re-
view is still under way.

The nation mantans a 6 mii-
fion-liability insurance policy for-its
police force, according to its 1094
deputization agreement with Mads-

son County.

The Oneida dissidents sent two

notices of claim to the county late
fast week, One was a joat claim by
a group of 12 members The other
was sent by Trotman individually.

The notices say the dissidents
have suffered violation of their pri-
vacy, defamation and wiolation of
their constitutional nights.

The 12 Onewdas who filed the
jomt claim are Leonard Babcock,
John Dyer, Kathy Halbig, Lorpa
Jones, Owen Jones, John Kane,
John Lazore, Diane Shenandoah,
Joanne Shenandoah, Jercy Shenan-
doah, Maisie Shenandoah and
Charles Wheelock.

Catherme Cropin, the lawyer
representing the 12 Oneida dissi-
dents, sawd she detided to chal-
lenge the county and not the na-
tion itself with the notice of clamm,
because the county s easier to
take on in a lawswit.

"Any time you're dealing with
suing an Indan nation it raises a
whole host of 1ssues,” Cronin sad.
Soveraignty and the sovereign -
munity some tnibes claim are some
of those 1ssues, she said.

Heath sad the dissidents’ Jegal
action 15 also mtended to get the
county to clamp down on the na-
tion pohee force.

“What we hope Madisen County
takes a look at 18 thewr roie i de-

“putizing this group, which-calls it=

self a pahice force but 15 not ac-
countable to anybody and certamly
not to Macison County,” he sawd,
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