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An ACT to erect part of the county of Chenango into a separate county by the name of 
Madison, and for other purposes. 
 
Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York, represented in senate and 
assembly, That all that part of the county of Chenango, lying north of the following 
described bounds, to wit: beginning at the south-east corner of the town of Brookfield, to 
the east line of the town of Sherburne; thence north to the south-east corner of the town 
of Hamilton, to the east line of the town of DeRuyter, to the west on the division line 
between the sixth and seventh townships, in the said town of DeRuyter, to the east line 
of the county of Onondaga; shall be and hereby is erected into a separate county, and 
shall be called and known by the name of Madison; and that all the remaining part of the 
said county of Chenango, shall be and remain a county by the name of Chenango. 
 
And be it further enacted, That all that part of the town of DeRuyter, lying north of the 
aforesaid described line, and which is included within the bounds of the said county of 
Madison, shall be and is hereby erected into a separate town, by the name of DeRuyter; 
and that all that part of the said town of DeRuyter, remaining in the county of Chenango, 
shall continue and remain a town by the name of German. 
 
And be it further enacted, That there shall be held in and for the said county of Madison, 
a court of common pleas and general sessions of the peace, and that there shall be 
three terms of the said court in every year, to commence and end as follows, that is to 
say: the first Tuesday in June, in every year, and may continue to be held until the 
Saturday following, inclusive; the second term of the said courts, in the said county of 
Madison, shall begin on the first Tuesday in October in every year, and may continue to 
be held until the Saturday following, inclusive; and that the third term of the said courts, 
in the said county of Madison, shall begin on the first Tuesday in January in every year, 
and may continue to be held until the Saturday following, inclusive; and the said courts 
of common pleas and general sessions of the peace shall have the same jurisdiction, 
powers and authority, as the courts of common pleas and general session of the peace, 
in the other counties in this sate have in their respective counties: Provided always, that 
nothing in this act contained, shall be construed to affect any suit or action already 
commenced, or that shall be commenced before the first term to be held in the said 
county of Madison, so as to work a wrong or prejudice to any of the parties therein, or to 
affect any criminal or other proceedings on the part of the people of this state, but all 
such civil and criminal proceedings, shall and may be prosecuted to trial, judgment and 
execution, as if this act had not been passed; and that the said first term of the said 
court, shall be held at the school-house, near the house of David Barnard, in the town of 
Sullivan; and that the second term of the said court, shall be held at the school-house in 
Hamilton, near the house of Elisha Payne, and so alternately term and term about. 



And be it further enacted, That the freeholders and inhabitants of the said county of 
Madison, shall have and enjoy within the same, all and every the same rights, powers 
and privileges, as the freeholder and inhabitants of any other county in this state are by 
law entitled to have and enjoy. 
 
And be it further enacted, That the distribution of representation in the assembly of this 
state, shall be two members in each of the counties of Madison and Chenango, any law 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 
 
And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful, for all courts and officers of 
the said counties of Madison and Chenango respectively, in all cases civil and criminal, 
to confine their prisoners in the gaol or gaols of the county of Oneida, until gaols shall 
be provided in the same counties respectively, the said counties paying each the 
charges of their own prisoners. 
 
And be it further enacted, That the said counties of Madison and Chenango, shall be 
considered as part of the western district of this state, and also as part of the sixteenth 
congressional district; and that as it respects all proceedings under the act, entitled “an 
act relative to district attornies,” the said counties shall be annexed to and become part 
of the district now composed of the counties of Herkimer, Otsego, Oneida, Chenango, 
St. Lawrence, Jefferson and Lewis. 
 
And be it further enacted, That as soon as may be after the first Monday of April, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and seven, the supervisors of the said counties of 
Madison and Chenango, on notice being first given by the supervisors of the said 
county of Madison, for that purpose, shall meet together by themselves, or by 
committees appointed by their respective boards, and divide the money unappropriated, 
belonging to the said county of Chenango previous to the division thereof, agreeable to 
the last county tax list. 
 
And be it further enacted, That there shall be held in and for the said county of 
Chenango, a court of common pleas and general sessions of the peace, and that there 
shall be three terms of the said courts in every year, to commence and end as follows, 
that is to say: the first term of the said courts in the said county of Chenango, shall 
begin on the second Tuesday of June, in every year, and may continue to be held until 
the Saturday following, inclusive; the second term of the said courts, in the said county 
of Chenango, shall begin on the second Tuesday of October, in every year, and may 
continue to be held until the Saturday following, inclusive; and the third term of the said 
courts, in the said county of Chenango, shall begin on the second Tuesday of January, 
in every year, and may continue to be held until the Saturday following, inclusive, any 
law to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding; and inhabitants of the said county of 
Chenango, shall continue to enjoy the like privileges, powers and authorities, as 
heretofore have been enjoyed by the said freeholders and inhabitants. 
 
  



And be it further enacted, That the first term of the said courts in the said county of 
Chenango, shall be held at the Oxford academy, in the village of Oxford; and that the 
second term of the said courts shall be held at the school-house, on the tenth township, 
in the town of Norwich, near the dwelling-house of Amos Mead, and that thereafter the 
said courts shall be held alternately at the said academy and the said school-house. 
 
And be it further enacted, That the circuit court appointed to be holden in and for the 
said county of Chenango, on the last Tuesday in May next, shall be held in like manner 
as if this act had not been passed, any thing herein contained to the contrary in any 
wise notwithstanding. 
 
State of New York. 
In Assembly, March 13th, 1806. 
This bill having been read the third time— 
Resolved, That the bill do pass. 
By order of the Assembly. 
ALEXR. SHELDON, Speaker. 
 
State of New York. 
In Senate, March 17th, 1806. 
This bill having been read the third time— 
Resolved, That the bill do pass. 
By order of the Senate. 
JNO. BROOME, Presidt. 
 
In Council of Revision, 
March 21st, 1806. 
Resolved, That it does not appear improper to the council, that this bill should become a 
law of this state. 
MORGAN LEWIS. 
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