
Attachment to Part One of the Environmental Assessment Form 
for the 

Madison County Agricultural and Renewable Energy Business Park 
 
 
EAF Part A, Page 2 – Description of Action 
Madison County is proposing to utilize approximately 230 acres of county-owned land on 
Buyea Road and 65 acres on Tuttle Road for the development of an Agriculture and 
Renewable Energy (ARE) Park in the Town of Lincoln (see site location map).  This 
proposal includes the transfer of such lands to the Madison County Capital Resource 
Corporation which will manage the development of the ARE Park with oversight from 
the Madison County IDA.   
 
Businesses that locate within the ARE Park will have access to a reliable, locally 
generated source of green energy.  The adjacent landfill gas to energy facility can supply 
up to 42.7 million btu’s of green thermal energy per year. A total of approximately 12 
million kilowatt-hours of low cost green power are available to park tenants subject to 
agreements between the tenants and the landfill gas to energy facility.  This could provide 
a reliable, low cost form of green energy for businesses that locate within the ARE Park.  
It could also avoid energy losses and environmental impacts associated with the 
transmission of power over long distances, since the green power will be generated and 
used on adjacent properties. 
 
A portion of the lands included within ARE Park Site #1A, #1B and #2 may initially be 
used for soil mining activities associated with Madison County’s adjacent active landfill 
facility.  The potential soil mining in ARE Park Site #1A and #1B has been reviewed and 
approved as part of the permitted landfill operation.  Regarding ARE Park Site #2, the 
exact limits of these potential soil mining areas will be determined in the future. 
 
The types of businesses with potential interest in the ARE Park location include livestock 
processing, frozen fruits and vegetable packaging, greenhouses and aquaculture.  
Madison County issued a Draft Request For Proposals (RFP) on January 7, 2009 to 
solicit proposals from companies that may be interested in using the green thermal 
energy.  A lumber kiln facility, designed and operated by Johnson Brothers Lumber 
Company, responded to the RFP and has been identified as a prospective tenant.  The 
planning of this lumber kiln facility is currently in its final stages and has already 
undergone a separate environmental review process.  This lumber kiln facility proposal, 
the landfill, and the gas recovery and power production facilities are all co-located; 
however, each is separately owned, has its own function, and serves its own purpose.  
The lumber kiln project is proposed to utilize a portion of the hot water energy recovered 
from the landfill gas recovery project, but it will not require public water or public sewer 
system connections.  The separate environmental review of the proposed Johnson 
Brothers lumber project will not be determinative of future development in and around 
the landfill facilities or the ARE Park. 
 



Currently, the ARE Park site does not have access to municipal water or sewer facilities.  
Therefore, the County is planning to move forward with the extension of municipal water 
and sewer facilities to the ARE Park. Currently, various options for water and sewer 
facilities are being evaluated.  The alternatives being reviewed to extend public water to 
the site are the construction of a connection between the ARE Park and the Onondaga 
County Water Authority’s (OCWA) water system or the use of a groundwater source 
located generally southwest of the ARE Park area; exact locations for these potential 
water line connections have yet to be determined.  The alternatives being evaluated to 
provide sewer service to the ARE Park site include the addition of a connection between 
the ARE Park and the City of Oneida’s sewer system or a connection between the ARE 
Park and the Village of Canastota sewer system; exact locations for these potential sewer 
line connections have yet to be determined.  The potential for development of an on-site 
sewage treatment system may also be evaluated.  The total disturbance associated with 
the addition of sewer and water facilities at the ARE Park varies depending on the 
alternative; a 10 acre approximate disturbance total was considered during the completion 
of the EAF.  Construction of sewer facilities to the ARE Park will further enable Madison 
County to reduce its carbon footprint by eliminating approximately 30,000 leachate 
tanker truck trips over a 30-year period.  This will reduce diesel emissions and conserve 
fuel. 
 
EAF Part A, Page 5#17 – Existing Public Utilities 
Portions of the ARE Park site currently have electric service, but an extension of the 
electric service will likely be required to supply the expected development associated 
with this project.  Depending on how much power a prospective tenant may need, an 
upgrade of the electric service to the ARE Park site may be required.  No sewer or water 
systems currently service the ARE Park sites.  The addition of these utilities will be 
required as part of the proposed ARE Park project. 
 
EAF Part A, Page 5 #18 – Agricultural District Lands 
The former Cordell Property, which was acquired by Madison County in 2003, included 
three parcels that totaled approximately 200 acres.  These three parcels of land are 
located within the boundaries of ARE Park Site #2 (see site location map) and are 
included in Madison County Agricultural District 2 (MADI002).  No other lands included 
in the ARE Park Sites #1A, #1B, or #2 are mapped within an Agricultural District. 
 
EAF Part A, Page 5 #20 – Disposal of Solid or Hazardous Wastes 
Although there are areas adjacent to the proposed ARE Park development area which do 
support both closed and active municipal solid waste landfills and associated facilities, no 
such land use exists or is proposed for the lands within the ARE Park Site limits (as 
indicated on the site location map).    
 
EAF Part B, Page 5 #1 – Physical Dimensions and Scale of Project 
a) Madison County owns 610 contiguous acres along Buyea Road and Tuttle Road, 
including permitted landfill area.  Only a portion of this total acreage will be utilized for 
the ARE Park (denoted as Sites #1A, #1B, and #2 on the attached site location map).  In 
addition, a portion of ARE Park Site #1A, #1B and  #2 may be subject to soil mining 



activities in support of the permitted active landfill, located along the west side of Buyea 
Road.   
 
j) The linear feet of frontage along a public thoroughfare was estimated using the 
boundaries of ARE Park Sites #1A, #1B, and #2 that border Buyea Road or Tuttle Road.  
The estimated 5,700 linear feet of frontage does not take into consideration prospective 
sewer or water line installation activities and the construction of related appurtenances 
that may parallel additional public thoroughfares.  This frontage could not be estimated 
because there are multiple alternatives being evaluated to add water and sewer service to 
the ARE Park development area.   
EAF Part B, Page 5 #2-4 – Natural Material Removal & Disturbed Area Reclamation 
As indicated, soil mining activities may take place on portions of ARE Park Site #1A, 
#1B and #2 prior to the actual development of the ARE Park.  The soils that are mined 
from this area could potentially be used for landfill construction and operation, associated 
with the County’s adjacent active landfill facility.    


