
Minutes of Meeting 

 

SOCIAL & MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 

Department of Social Services 

 

March 25, 2013 

 

Present: John Salka, Town of Brookfield 

Alexander Stepanski, Town of Stockbridge 

Lewis Carinci, City of Oneida 

  Michael Fitzgerald, Commissioner 

  Mark Scimone, County Administrator 

   

     

The meeting began with a discussion regarding the change in time for the committee to begin the 

monthly meetings.  John will poll committee members to settle on a best time that works for the 

Social and Mental Health Services Committee, Public Health Committee, and the Public Health 

Board so that members of each are interacting, but also so that no single members are unduly 

impacted.  Mike reiterated that the change in schedule was not a discretionary decision by DSS, 

but that we assumed when we were told to change the time that there was a consensus. 

The meeting minutes from February 25, 2013, had previously been distributed.  Alex stated that 

he had received other materials for the meeting, but not an agenda.  Mark verified that Alex’s 

email was included in the original distribution.  Mike will follow up to verify that it was not 

something on the DSS end.  On a motion by Alex and seconded by Lewis, the meeting minutes 

were approved. 

Mike next reviewed the Caseload and Expenditures Report.  He again expressed concern about 

foster care expenses and was hopeful that some predicted discharges would happen, lowering 

costs for the remainder of the year.  There were no other comments or concerns. 

Mike had two resolutions before the committee.  The first was to move the 2013 funds necessary 

from Miscellaneous Expense (A6010.402) to the Drug and Alcohol Assessment Expense 

(A6010.406) line.  Mike explained that with the transfer of responsibility for the ADAPT clinic, 

DSS is contracting with BRiDGES to conduct substance abuse assessments. Mike thought that 

this arrangement was “temporary” until Family Counseling Services was in place and operating 

successfully.  The annual amount of the contract is no more than $5,200 and the 2012 amount 

($435) was deducted from the 2013 budget.  On a motion by Lewis and seconded by Alex, the 

motion passed unanimously. 

The second resolution was to accept grant funding from the Division of Criminal Justice Services 

(DCJS) to fund a program to work with the Juvenile Delinquents (JDs).  The grant would fund a 

contract with Berkshire to offer a home-based intervention.  The county share of the $273,286 

program is $10,385 – with the grant providing $245,957 or roughly 90 percent of the total.  On a 

motion by Alex and seconded by Lewis, the resolution passed unanimously. 

Mike distributed paper copies of the 2012 departmental annual report.  Mike noted that the report 

this year should look different; it has more charts and graphs and less narrative.  Stories continue 

to put some of the “real life adventures” to the numbers.  The committee and Mark all agreed 

that it was a “good report.”  Mike stated that very few printed copies would be made in favor of 

having the report posted on the DSS website.  Mike wished to publicly thank Linda Jackson and 

the rest of the DSS authors of the annual report for their efforts. 



Finally, John asked Mike to prepare an analysis of impacts on DSS should the county consider 

no longer directly providing mental health services.  Mike stated that he would have key staff in 

his department and the experience of other counties to include in any analysis.  John stated that 

there was “no hurry,” but to begin thinking about possible pros and cons. 

There being no further agenda items for DSS, the Mental Health Department began its 

presentation. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Michael A. Fitzgerald 

Commissioner 

 

 

 

Approved by Committee Chairman:__________________________________ Date:__________ 

 


