
Minutes of Meeting 

 

SOCIAL & MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 

Department of Social Services 

 

May 21, 2012 

 

Present: John Salka, Town of Brookfield 

Lewis Carinci, City of Oneida 

  John Becker, Chairman, Board of Supervisors 

  Michael Fitzgerald, Commissioner 

  Mark Scimone, Administrative Assistant to the Chairman 

   

The meeting minutes from April 23, 2012, had previously been distributed and on a motion by 

John Becker and seconded by Lewis, the meeting minutes were approved unanimously. 

Mike noted that the caseload and expenditures report did not have any “surprises.”  Expenses are 

within expected amounts. 

Mike had three separate Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) with two different county 

departments – Sheriff’s Office and Solid Waste.  The Sheriff’s MOU was unchanged from 

previous versions except to add the new jail nurse into the DSS role of reviewing foster care 

medical records.  This arrangement of DSS being responsible for 15 percent of the nurse’s time 

was agreed upon when the position was moved from Public Health to the Sheriff’s Office last 

year.  The MOU’s for Solid Waste covered nine months of 2011 and the remainder of 2012.  The 

MOU covers the Work Crew Leader position at the Solid Waste site that was created after the 

Sheriff’s position was eliminated at the landfill.  The committee members expressed support for 

the MOU’s and authorized Mike to sign the agreements with these departments.   

Mike had two resolutions for the committee.  The first was with Oneida County Cooperative 

Extension to do day care referrals.  Previously, the work was performed by Mid-York Child Care 

Coordinating Council, but that organization was brought under the oversight of Cooperative 

Extension.  In entering into a contract, the “hold harmless” language of the standard county 

contracts was again questioned and an agreement between the County Attorney’s Office and the 

Cooperative Extension insurance agent needed to be worked out.  The present agreement 

represented by the resolution before the committee is a result of that joint agreement.  On a 

motion by John Becker and seconded by Lewis, the resolution passed unanimously. 

The second resolution was related to a contract entered into with the Bonadio Group.  The 

budget modification will pay the fees associated with auditors from Bonadio reviewing self-

employed Medicaid cases.  There is no local cost for this contract.  On a motion by Lewis and 

seconded by John Becker, the resolution passed unanimously. 

Mike wanted to alert the committee that through the Medicaid Redesign Team process, a 

“Statement of Interest” is being developed that will elicit county interest in continuing to deliver 

Medicaid services at the county level.  Mike expects the letter to be delivered to chief elected 

officials in early July and will provide background.  It will list functions that the state will 

assume without county involvement and functions that counties may opt to continue to provide 



indefinitely, functions that counties may provide in the short term, and functions the county has 

no desire to provide.  Ultimately, the decision about what functions and when is wholly for the 

state to decide, but they recognize that state staff will not be able to do everything immediately 

and want to partner with counties to continue to provide essential services at the local level.  

Mike indicated that the county’s statement of interest would be due back to the State Health 

Department 60 days after we receive it.  Mike believes that this should be a committee and board 

decision.  Fortunately, Mike was able to get a student intern from Colgate University’s Upstate 

Institute to help research and analyze this decision and Mike intends to have her (Augusta 

Gillespie) present to the committee in July to put together a board resolution for August.  Mike 

reiterated that even in the best case scenario of state assumption of all Medicaid administrative 

duties, actual workload relief would not be likely until 2014 or after.  Mike distributed an 

overview of the statement of interest and potential “problems” as it exists today.  Committee 

members will be kept informed as the process moves forward. 

Finally, Mike informed the committee that the county funeral home directors have asked to meet 

to discuss an increase in indigent burial rates.  The rates were set in 2007 and have not changed 

since.  Mark Scimone and Don Smith will be included in any discussions with the funeral home 

directors and if changes are agreed to, a new resolution will be brought before the committee. 

There being no further discussion, the Mental Health Department began its presentation. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Michael A. Fitzgerald 

Commissioner 

 

 

 

Approved by Committee Chairman:__________________________________ Date:__________ 


