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The Madison County Department of Social Services (DSS) is notifying child care
subsidy recipients this week that benefits will be ending effective December 31, 2013.
This affects about 50 families out of the approximately 130 families currently receiving
the child care subsidy. This will mean about 90 children in those 50 families will no
longer be eligible to receive the child care subsidy after January 1, 2014.

This action is being taken to make up for a severe shortage in child care funding that
Madison County receives. The allocation has been reduced for three consecutive years
and despite other actions taken to negate the need to close cases, the DSS is faced
with shortages of $200,000 to sustain the current level of child care subsidies.

Actions taken include cutting existing contracts with other not-for-profits, not taking new
applications for the last several months and using past unexpended funds. All of that
has not alleviated the need to close open cases. Under the plan the Department of
Social Services submits to the New York State Office of Children and Family Services
(OCFS), who oversees the child care subsidy program and allocations, those families
and children who have received child care funding the longest will be the first to close.

At this time, the DSS can support about $50,000 per month in subsidies that enable
parents to work or attend schooling and/or training. Based on the most recent month,
80 families will continue to receive subsidy payments. Those include families who most
recently left temporary assistance rolls, those who are still receiving aid and families
who are low income. Based on the most recent payments, families who received child
care subsidies starting before September 2012 will lose child care benefits.

Finally, the loss of child care subsidy payments will have an impact on child care
providers since these monies are paid directly to child care centers, group/family day
care providers and other “babysitters” who care for children.
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