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Fact Sheet
Solid Waste and Landfills

•	 Every	year,	each	American	throws	out	about	1,200	pounds	of	organic	garbage	that	can	be		composted.
•	 On	average,	each	one	of	us	produces	4.4	pounds	of	solid	waste	each	day.	This	adds	up	to	almost	a	ton	of	
	 trash	per	person,	per	year.
•	 The	U.S.	is	the	#1	trash-producing	country	in	the	world	at	1,609	pounds	per	person	per	year.	This	means	
	 that	5%	of	the	world’s	people	generate	40%	of	the	world’s	waste.
•	 The	U.S.	population	discards	16,000,000,000	diapers	each	year,	1,600,000,000	pens,	2,000,000,000	razor	
	 blades,	220,000,000	car	tires,	and	enough	aluminum	to	rebuild	the	US	commercial	air	fleet	four	times	

	 over.

Miscellaneous Recycling Facts
•	 Rainforests	are	being	cut	down	at	the	rate	of	100	acres	per	minute!
•	 A	single	quart	of	motor	oil,	if	disposed	of	improperly,	can	contaminate	up	to	2,000,000	gallons	of	fresh	
	 water.
•	 Motor	oil	never	wears	out,	it	just	gets	dirty.	Oil	can	be	recycled,	re-refined	and	used	again,	reducing	our	

	 reliance	on	imported	oil.

Plastic Recycling Facts
•	 Americans	use	2,500,000	plastic	bottles	every	hour!	Most	of	them	are	thrown	away!
•	 Plastic	bags	and	other	plastic	garbage	thrown	into	the	ocean	kill	as	many	as	1,000,000	sea	creatures	every	
	 year!

•	 Recycling	plastic	saves	twice	as	much	energy	as	burning	it	in	an	incinerator.

Paper Recycling Facts
•	 Each	ton	(2000	pounds)	of	recycled	paper	can	save	17	trees,	380	gallons	of	oil,	three	cubic	yards	of	
	 landfill	space,	4,000	kilowatts	of	energy	and	7,000	gallons	of	waste.	This	represents	a	64%	energy	savings,	
	 a	58%	water	saving	and	60	pounds	less	of	air	pollution!
•	 If	every	American	recycled	jut	one-tenth	of	their	newspapers,	we	would	save	about	25,000,000	trees	a	

	 year.

Madison County Facts
•	 Madison	County	began	its	first	countywide	recycling	program	in	1990.
•	 Madison	County’s	recycling	rate	is	currently	about	40%.	Madison	County	residents	are	avid	recyclers	and	

	 embrace	each	and	every	new	recycling	program	with	enthusiasm.

Information	Sources:	These	recycling	facts	have	been	compiled	from	various	sources	including	the	National	
Recycling	Coalition,	the	Environmental	Protection	Agency,	http://earth911.org	and	Recycling	Coordinator	Sharon	
A.	Driscoll.	We	make	every	effort	to	provide	accurate	information,	but	make	no	warranty	or	guarantee	that	the	
facts	presented	here	are	exact.	We	welcome	all	polite	corrections	to	our	information. Check	our	videos	out	on

Like us on

at Madison County Landfill



Madison County is committed to protecting the environment

By	Sharon	A.	Driscoll,	Madison	County	Recycling	Coordinator

	 Madison	County’s	recycling	program	began	in	1990.	Since	its	inception,	the	recycling	program	has
grown	dramatically,	and	in	2010	Madison	County	celebrated	its	20th	anniversary.

	 New	items	are	continually	being	added	to	the	growing	list	of	recyclables	and	every	effort	has
been	made	to	simplify	the	recycling	process.	The	County’s	recycling	program	has	succeeded	because	of
resident	participation	and	an	effective	and	steadfast	recycling	education	program.

	 Protecting	our	environment	is	a	big	task	but	when	everyone	works	together	toward	a	common
goal,	the	task	becomes	easier.	One	person	can	make	a	big	difference	when	it	comes	to	saving	our
environment.

	 Recycling	education	and	promotion	is	an	integral	part	of	the	County’s	Solid	Waste	Management	Plan
(SWMP).	Many	of	the	County’s	recycling	programs	are	part	of	the	Solid	Waste	Management	Plan	and	are
funded	in	part	through	grants	received	from	the	New	York	State	Department	of	Environmental	Conservation
(NYSDEC).

	 Numerous	items	have	been	added	to	the	recyclable	list	over	the	past	20	years.	Some	of	these	items	are:
computer	monitors	and	televisions,	pizza	boxes,	inkjet	and	laser	cartridges,	cooking	oil,	stackable	plastic
containers	and	plastic	retail	bags.	New	endeavors	include	the	safe	collection	of	prescription	and	over	the
counter	medications	and	free	shredding	events;	both	are	held	biannually.	In	2011	we	will	be	adding	pots	&	pans	to	
the	curbside	recycling	list.

	 New	recyclable	items	are	promoted	through	aggressive	media	campaigns	in	the	local	newspapers
and	on	radio	and	television.	Information	regarding	what	can	be	recycled	in	Madison	County	can	also	be	found
in	fliers	and	brochures	available	at	all	town	and	village	clerks’	offices,	area	libraries	and	from	the	landfill	office.
Recycling	and	landfill	disposal	information	can	also	be	found	on	the	County	web	site	madisoncounty.org

	 The	County	produced	a	14-page	booklet	that	has	combined	numerous	recycling	fliers
and	brochures	along	with	the	County’s	updated	Recycling	Guide	and	the	Madison	County	Landfill
Regulations	and	fee	schedule	for	County	residents.

	 Recycling	education	plays	an	important	role	in	the	overall	operation	of	the	Madison	County
Landfill.	Visitors	from	throughout	the	county	and	beyond	tour	the	landfill	and	recycling	center	each	year.
The	recycling	coordinator	conducts	tours	for	area	grade	schools,	colleges	and	community	groups.	In	any	given
year,	the	Recycling	Coordinator	conducts	landfill	and	recycling	center	tours	and	puts	on	recycling	presentations
for	between	1,500	to	2,000	people.

	 Recycling	saves	space	in	the	landfill	by	cutting	down	on	the	waste	stream.	Less	energy	is	needed
to	make	new	products	from	recycled	material.	Reduce,	Reuse,	Recycle	are	the	preferred	waste
management	options,	along	with	composting	because	they	reduce	the	amount	of	waste	going	to	the
landfill	and	conserve	natural	resources	and	energy.

	 Involving	your	youngster	(s)	in	the	daily	recycling	routine	in	your	home	helps	to	reinforce	the
Reduce,	Reuse	and	Recycle	concept.
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Photo by Sharon Driscoll Ken Stone, manager of the ARC Recycling Center explains proper recycling procedures to area school children.
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QUESTIONS? CALL THE RECYCLING HOTLINE
1 - 8 0 0 - 7 2 1 - 2 2 0 8

WWW.MADISONCOUNTY.NY.GOV

Sign up as easy as 1-2-3

1- Go to madisoncounty.ny.gov
2- On the home page scroll down to the bottom of the page 

and click on Household Hazardous Waste Form.
3- Fill out the form and press the submit button - DONE!
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QUESTIONS? CALL THE RECYCLING HOTLINE
1 - 8 0 0 - 7 2 1 - 2 2 0 8

WWW.MADISONCOUNTY.NY.GOV

Sign up as easy as 1-2-3

1- Go to madisoncounty.ny.gov
2- On the home page scroll down to the bottom of the page 

and click on Household Hazardous Waste Form.
3- Fill out the form and press the submit button - DONE!
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Photo by Sharon Driscoll Ken Stone, manager of the ARC Recycling Center explains proper recycling procedures to area school children.
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Madison County is committed to protecting the environment

By	Sharon	A.	Driscoll,	Madison	County	Recycling	Coordinator

	 Madison	County’s	recycling	program	began	in	1990.	Since	its	inception,	the	recycling	program	has
grown	dramatically,	and	in	2010	Madison	County	celebrated	its	20th	anniversary.

	 New	items	are	continually	being	added	to	the	growing	list	of	recyclables	and	every	effort	has
been	made	to	simplify	the	recycling	process.	The	County’s	recycling	program	has	succeeded	because	of
resident	participation	and	an	effective	and	steadfast	recycling	education	program.

	 Protecting	our	environment	is	a	big	task	but	when	everyone	works	together	toward	a	common
goal,	the	task	becomes	easier.	One	person	can	make	a	big	difference	when	it	comes	to	saving	our
environment.

	 Recycling	education	and	promotion	is	an	integral	part	of	the	County’s	Solid	Waste	Management	Plan
(SWMP).	Many	of	the	County’s	recycling	programs	are	part	of	the	Solid	Waste	Management	Plan	and	are
funded	in	part	through	grants	received	from	the	New	York	State	Department	of	Environmental	Conservation
(NYSDEC).

	 Numerous	items	have	been	added	to	the	recyclable	list	over	the	past	20	years.	Some	of	these	items	are:
computer	monitors	and	televisions,	pizza	boxes,	inkjet	and	laser	cartridges,	cooking	oil,	stackable	plastic
containers	and	plastic	retail	bags.	New	endeavors	include	the	safe	collection	of	prescription	and	over	the
counter	medications	and	free	shredding	events;	both	are	held	biannually.	In	2011	we	will	be	adding	pots	&	pans	to	
the	curbside	recycling	list.

	 New	recyclable	items	are	promoted	through	aggressive	media	campaigns	in	the	local	newspapers
and	on	radio	and	television.	Information	regarding	what	can	be	recycled	in	Madison	County	can	also	be	found
in	fliers	and	brochures	available	at	all	town	and	village	clerks’	offices,	area	libraries	and	from	the	landfill	office.
Recycling	and	landfill	disposal	information	can	also	be	found	on	the	County	web	site	madisoncounty.org

	 The	County	produced	a	14-page	booklet	that	has	combined	numerous	recycling	fliers
and	brochures	along	with	the	County’s	updated	Recycling	Guide	and	the	Madison	County	Landfill
Regulations	and	fee	schedule	for	County	residents.

	 Recycling	education	plays	an	important	role	in	the	overall	operation	of	the	Madison	County
Landfill.	Visitors	from	throughout	the	county	and	beyond	tour	the	landfill	and	recycling	center	each	year.
The	recycling	coordinator	conducts	tours	for	area	grade	schools,	colleges	and	community	groups.	In	any	given
year,	the	Recycling	Coordinator	conducts	landfill	and	recycling	center	tours	and	puts	on	recycling	presentations
for	between	1,500	to	2,000	people.

	 Recycling	saves	space	in	the	landfill	by	cutting	down	on	the	waste	stream.	Less	energy	is	needed
to	make	new	products	from	recycled	material.	Reduce,	Reuse,	Recycle	are	the	preferred	waste
management	options,	along	with	composting	because	they	reduce	the	amount	of	waste	going	to	the
landfill	and	conserve	natural	resources	and	energy.

	 Involving	your	youngster	(s)	in	the	daily	recycling	routine	in	your	home	helps	to	reinforce	the
Reduce,	Reuse	and	Recycle	concept.
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RECYCLING GUIDE

Photo by Sharon Driscoll 

Madison County Department of Solid Waste
P.O. Box 27
Wampsville, NY 13163
Phone: 315-361-8408
Fax: 315-361-1524
e-mail: solidwaste@madisoncounty.ny.gov
website: www.madisoncounty.ny.gov

Madison County Department of Solid Waste Facilities located on Buyea Road in the Town of Lincoln from L-R: Gas to Energy Generation Plant,  
ARC Recycling Facility and Landfill Scale Building/Education Center.

rev. 08/12

Fact Sheet
Solid Waste and Landfills

•	 Every	year,	each	American	throws	out	about	1,200	pounds	of	organic	garbage	that	can	be		composted.
•	 On	average,	each	one	of	us	produces	4.4	pounds	of	solid	waste	each	day.	This	adds	up	to	almost	a	ton	of	
	 trash	per	person,	per	year.
•	 The	U.S.	is	the	#1	trash-producing	country	in	the	world	at	1,609	pounds	per	person	per	year.	This	means	
	 that	5%	of	the	world’s	people	generate	40%	of	the	world’s	waste.
•	 The	U.S.	population	discards	16,000,000,000	diapers	each	year,	1,600,000,000	pens,	2,000,000,000	razor	
	 blades,	220,000,000	car	tires,	and	enough	aluminum	to	rebuild	the	US	commercial	air	fleet	four	times	

	 over.

Miscellaneous Recycling Facts
•	 Rainforests	are	being	cut	down	at	the	rate	of	100	acres	per	minute!
•	 A	single	quart	of	motor	oil,	if	disposed	of	improperly,	can	contaminate	up	to	2,000,000	gallons	of	fresh	
	 water.
•	 Motor	oil	never	wears	out,	it	just	gets	dirty.	Oil	can	be	recycled,	re-refined	and	used	again,	reducing	our	

	 reliance	on	imported	oil.

Plastic Recycling Facts
•	 Americans	use	2,500,000	plastic	bottles	every	hour!	Most	of	them	are	thrown	away!
•	 Plastic	bags	and	other	plastic	garbage	thrown	into	the	ocean	kill	as	many	as	1,000,000	sea	creatures	every	
	 year!

•	 Recycling	plastic	saves	twice	as	much	energy	as	burning	it	in	an	incinerator.

Paper Recycling Facts
•	 Each	ton	(2000	pounds)	of	recycled	paper	can	save	17	trees,	380	gallons	of	oil,	three	cubic	yards	of	
	 landfill	space,	4,000	kilowatts	of	energy	and	7,000	gallons	of	waste.	This	represents	a	64%	energy	savings,	
	 a	58%	water	saving	and	60	pounds	less	of	air	pollution!
•	 If	every	American	recycled	jut	one-tenth	of	their	newspapers,	we	would	save	about	25,000,000	trees	a	

	 year.

Madison County Facts
•	 Madison	County	began	its	first	countywide	recycling	program	in	1990.
•	 Madison	County’s	recycling	rate	is	currently	about	40%.	Madison	County	residents	are	avid	recyclers	and	

	 embrace	each	and	every	new	recycling	program	with	enthusiasm.

Information	Sources:	These	recycling	facts	have	been	compiled	from	various	sources	including	the	National	
Recycling	Coalition,	the	Environmental	Protection	Agency,	http://earth911.org	and	Recycling	Coordinator	Sharon	
A.	Driscoll.	We	make	every	effort	to	provide	accurate	information,	but	make	no	warranty	or	guarantee	that	the	
facts	presented	here	are	exact.	We	welcome	all	polite	corrections	to	our	information. Check	our	videos	out	on

Like us on

at Madison County Landfill


