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Going Green 

By Jim Bona 

  
(Wampsville, Hamilton, NY – May 2012) We know that it is not good to put any kind of 
pills in the garbage; doesn’t matter if they are over the counter pills, prescription pills, or 
even pills that you give to your pet.  It isn’t just a matter of someone fishing them out 
and using them, although there is always a chance this could happen.  It is the fact that 
those pills, once in a landfill will eventually break down and could leach into the ground 
water.  (This is a possibility but not a certainty. (Still best not to throw them in the 
garbage at all). 
  
This is also why you just can’t dissolve them and send them down the drain or the 
toilet.  There is a better solution now. 
  
Madison County has recently announced the establishment of a secure kiosk where you 
can bring your pills to be safely discarded.  It is located at the Department of Motor 
Vehicles Office in Wampsville and can be accessed any time that the DMV office is 
open.  The only thing that they won’t take is syringes.  Other than that, just about 
anything can be dropped off. 
  
So instead of tossing those old pills into the garbage or down the toilet, now you can be 
sure that you are getting rid of these products in the correct and safest manner.  This is 
much better than waiting for the occasional offer that pops up around the county for safe 
disposal of old or unused drugs. There is also a chance that a second kiosk may be 
opened in the near future, possibly in Hamilton. 
  
Jim Bona is a technician at Colgate and passionate about all things green. He can be 
reached at  jbona@mail.colgate.edu. 
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