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Welcome, Great Swamp Overview, Invitation to Dinner 

 

Joanne Eddy began by thanking everyone for coming and for the Great Swamp Conservancy for allowing us 

to use the meeting space.  Rusty Patane gave an overview of the Great Swamp and Julie Sherlock Fishman 

talked about the Junior Birders Program.   

 

Everyone was invited to a light dinner prior to the program. 

 

Introductions, Youth Bureau Report 

 

Joanne asked everyone to introduce themselves and then gave the Director’s Report.  She spoke about the new 

common performance measures that funded programs will be required to track in 2016 and her role on the 

Advisory Board to OCFS that helped inform the process for developing the measures. She also reviewed the 

TAP Survey process and encouraged the group to read the report on the Youth Bureau’s website.  Joanne then 

spoke about the new Exploring County Government program that the Youth Bureau developed to teach 

Madison County high school students about county government.  This program will be offered during the 

spring semester and will provide an additional opportunity to that of the Local Government Interns program 

offered during the fall semester.  The Youth Bureau partners with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison 

County for the fall LGI program.  The Youth Bureau has been awarded a $35,000 grant from the New York 

State Office of Children and Family Services to launch a ‘Look Beneath the Surface’ campaign to help raise 

awareness about human trafficking and the sexual exploitation of youth in the county.  Grant funds will be 



 

used to provide professional development training, education, public awareness and outreach related to the 

issue and to develop strategies for agencies encountering victims of trafficking.  Joanne wrapped up by 

sharing about the Youth Activities Tent at the Madison County Fair.   

 

Tina Louis then presented the Youth Development Specialist’s report.  Tina shared about the progress of both 

the Cazenovia and Chittenango Leadership groups.  Year 2 Chittenango students completed 165.25 hours of 

service over the course of the school year.  The Local Government Intern session was held in the fall and a 

career exploration trip for the leadership groups was held in May.  From January 2008 to July 2015 the Youth 

Bureau has coordinated individual and group internship and job shadowing experiences to 216 different 

students from 9 Madison County school districts with the cooperation of 16 Madison County departments 

with a total of 73 different career tracks. 

 

Program and Group Sharing 

 

Beth Totten, Young Adult Coordinator for the Canastota Public Library spoke about the experiences of 

running the Ready, Set Robotics program at the library.  This is the first time the library has applied for 

funding from the Youth Bureau.  Beth shared about the summer program and is excited about the potential for 

it to continue.   

 

Dawn Post, Program Coordinator, along with Lisa Cunningham, Instructor, Madison-Oneida BOCES Summer 

Youth Employment, Chittenango Site, talked about the efforts made over the summer by Madison County 

youth.  Students involved in the program are paid and learn job skills they can utilize for future employment.   

 

Sharon Taylor, Owner of Tim Horton’s Café and Bake Shop in Oneida spoke about their camp opportunity.  

Each year, the first Wednesday in June is Tim Horton’s Camp Day.  On Camp Day restaurant owners donate 

100 per cent of the proceeds from coffee sales to the Tim Horton Children's Foundation (THCF), to provide 

free camperships to disadvantaged kids.  Last year two girls from the Oneida area attended.  This year two 

young boys were offered the experience. Sharon thanked Tina Louis from the Youth Bureau and Marcie Soule 

from the Department of Social Services for helping to find the campers and get their very comprehensive 

applications completed.  For more information about Camp Day go to 

http://www.timhortons.com/us/en/social/camp-day.php.  Mark your calendars for next year's Camp Day: 

Wednesday, June 1
st
.    

  

Kim Nowakowski, 4H Educator, shared about program activities.  Kim encouraged anyone who would like to 

get involved with 4H in their community to contact her.   

 

Closing and Adjourn  

 

Joanne thanked everyone for coming and for their work with youth.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.     

 

Respectfully submitted by Tina Louis 

http://www.timhortons.com/us/en/social/camp-day.php

