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Introduction 
 
The Madison County 2014 Teen Assessment Project (TAP) Survey was administered as part of 
an ongoing process to assess the risk and protective factors, developmental assets and resources 
present in the lives of adolescents in Madison County. The TAP Survey provided a voluntary, 
confidential, anonymous and structured process for obtaining responses to a wide range of 
questions from a large number of teens.  
 
Professor Stephen Small, Department of Child and Family Studies at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison developed the TAP Survey in 1988. It has been extensively field-tested and 
refined in the ensuing years. The survey questions cover a variety of topics and have the 
flexibility to be adjusted to meet local needs.  
 
Two thousand three hundred eighty-eight (2,388) students in grades 7 through 12 in Madison 
County participated in the 2014 TAP Survey. The TAP Survey was administered during October 
and November of the 2014-15 school year to students attending the following nine Madison 
County school districts: Canastota, Cazenovia, Chittenango, DeRuyter, Hamilton, Madison, 
Morrisville-Eaton, Oneida and Stockbridge Valley. Students attending the Alternative School at 
Madison-Oneida BOCES also participated in the survey. The majority of the participating school 
districts chose to survey their entire 7th through 12th grade population; one school district 
surveyed their entire 8th through 12th grade population; and one district surveyed their 7th grade 
population only. As a result, the 2014 TAP Survey had a similar sample size to the 2010 TAP 
Survey and had a relatively even distribution of student responses across grade levels. 
 
The 2014 TAP Survey consisted of 140 questions designed to gather data regarding youth 
behaviors, concerns, and opinions on a wide variety of topics which, when taken together, paint a 
picture of what is "typical" among the youth in our community. 
 
The information obtained from the TAP Survey provides a valuable supplement to other 
countywide assessments by providing the teen perspective on important issues. It is hoped that 
the data gathered from the TAP Survey will be useful when planning and developing appropriate 
programs and services to help youth make the increasingly difficult transition into adulthood, and 
when trying to obtain and prioritize resources to be used for these efforts.  
 

Survey Methodology 
 
The Madison County Youth Bureau, in cooperation with Madison-Oneida BOCES and the chief 
school officers of the nine participating school districts in Madison County, facilitated the 
administration of the TAP Survey. The TAP Survey was administered either by district teachers 
or trained survey administrators provided by the Youth Bureau. To standardize the survey 
administration, all survey administrators followed a protocol that included a standardized script 
containing survey instructions that were read to the students. 
 
The Department of Development Sociology at Cornell University is the central distribution point 
for the TAP Survey in New York State. Under the leadership of Professor Thomas A. Hirschl, 
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the department provided technical assistance, electronically scanned the answer sheets and 
compiled the databases. 
 

Analysis of Survey Results 
 
The 2014 TAP Survey asks questions relating to youth behaviors, concerns, and opinions in nine 
topic areas relevant to teens. These areas are: Student Worries; Tobacco, Alcohol and Other 
Drug Use; Perceptions of School and Community; Relationships with Parents and other Adults; 
Relationships with Friends; Mental Health and Perception of Self; Sexual Behaviors and 
Perceptions; Sexual and Physical Abuse and Violence; and Involvement in Leisure Time 
Activities. The TAP Survey was designed to obtain data regarding involvement in risky 
behaviors, as well as the positive influences, developmental assets and supports that young 
people have in their homes, communities and schools. 
 
Similar versions to the 2014 Madison County TAP Survey were previously administered to 
students in grades 7 through 12 in Madison County school districts and the Alternative School at 
Madison-Oneida BOCES in 2010, 2007, 2003 and in 1999. Information obtained from these 
previous TAP Surveys will be used for comparison purposes and to determine trends.  
 
Each of the TAP Survey topic areas will be briefly summarized in the sections that follow, where 
meaningful, comparisons between sub-groups of respondents, based upon gender or grade level 
will be presented. Comparisons between responses to the 2010, 2007, 2003 and 1999 TAP 
Surveys will also be highlighted where meaningful and appropriate. Grade-specific data is not 
available from the 1999 TAP Survey, so it will not be included in any comparisons of grade-
level responses to previous TAP Surveys. Where possible, comparisons of the responses of 
Madison County youth in grades 9 through 12 will be made to the responses of students in 
grades 9 through 12 from throughout the United States who participated in the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey.  
 
A summary of grade-level responses to the 2014 TAP Survey can be found in Appendix A of 
this report. A summary of the aggregate responses to the 1999, 2003, 2007, 2010 and the 2014 
TAP Surveys can be found in Appendix B. For the purpose of this report, all responses will be 
shown as percentages and are rounded to the nearest whole percent.  
 

Demographics 
 
The 2,388 valid responses to the 2014 TAP Survey represent approximately 51% of the total 
population of students in grades 7 through 12 in the school districts surveyed. This sample is 
sufficient in size and cross representation of responses from students in grades 7 through 12 to 
provide reliable and representative results for each grade. The extent of student under-reporting 
or over-reporting of behaviors cannot be determined. However, the survey questions demonstrate 
good test-retest reliability. The survey results apply only to youth who attend school and 
therefore are not representative of all persons in this age group. 
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Females represented a slight majority in the sample with 52% females, 48% males. The sample 
population with the highest percentage of participation by students was 7th grade, with a gradual 
decline in participation in each grade up through grade 12. The variation in percentage of student 
participation by grade level was not dramatic and did not contain the disproportionate spikes in 
grade-level participation that occurred in the 1999, 2003 and 2007 TAP Surveys, which 
occasionally skewed the aggregate results for a survey question and required a more in-depth 
grade-level analysis of responses (Figure 1). 
 

 
Figure 1 

 
 
Consistent with previous TAP Survey results, the majority of the students in the sample reported 
that they came from two-parent households, followed next by single-parent households and step-
family households (Figure 2). 
 
 

 

Figure 2 
 
Student Worries  
 
In this section, students were asked how much they worry about a variety of issues. Consistent 
with previous TAP Survey results, students expressed the greatest level of worry about issues 
related to their parents and family. Survey respondents indicated that they worry “Fair Amount” 
or “A Lot” about getting along with their parents (58%), up from 54% on the 2010 TAP Survey; 
about how well their parents get along with each other (50%), up slightly from 48% on the 2010 
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TAP Survey; and that their family has enough money to get by (50%), up from 45% on the 2010 
TAP Survey. Nineteen percent of the students responded that they worry “ Fair Amount”  or “ A 
Lot”  that their parent(s) drink or use drugs, down slightly from 22% on the 2010 TAP Survey 
(Figure 3). 
 

 
Figure 3 

 
Twenty-one percent indicated that they worry “Fair Amount” or “A Lot” that no one loves or 
cares about them, up from 16% on the 2010 TAP Survey. Student respondents in 9th grade 
reported that they worry “Fair Amount” or “A Lot” that no one loves or cares about them at a 
higher percentage (27%) than in all of the other grades. Female students reported this at a 
significantly higher percentage (24%) than did males (18%) (Figure 4). 
 
 

 
Figure 4 

 
Eighty-three percent of the students also indicated that they worry “ Fair Amount” or “A Lot” 
about getting good grades. This was consistent across the grade levels and was also consistent 
with the responses on previous TAP Surveys. Female students reported this at a higher 
percentage (85%) than did male students (81%). 
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Tobacco, Alcohol and Other Drugs 
 
The TAP Survey asked a variety of questions related to the usage of tobacco, alcohol, marijuana 
and other drugs. Questions focused on their availability, frequency of use, age of first use and 
perception of harm if used regularly. 
 
About 84% of all students responded that they have never smoked a whole cigarette. Ninety-two 
percent of respondents in grades 7 and 8 reported that they had never smoked a whole cigarette, 
compared to 78% of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported this. This is significantly 
better than the 59% of students in grades 9 through 12 nationwide that reported on the 2013 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey that they had never smoked a whole cigarette. These percentages 
continue the reduction in reported smoking that has occurred since 1999 (Figure 5).  
 
 

 
Figure 5 

 
About 9% of all respondents reported that they have smoked cigarettes in the past 30 days. This 
is down from the 12% that reported that they had smoked cigarettes in the past 30 days on the 
2010 TAP Survey. About 4% of students in grades 7 and 8 reported smoking in the past 30 days. 
This is consistent with the 5% who reported this on the 2010 and 2007 TAP Surveys and is a 
significant decrease from the 13% of students in grades 7 and 8 who reported they have smoked 
cigarettes in the past 30 days on the 2003 TAP Survey. About 13% of students in grades 9 
through 12 reported smoking in the past 30 days, down from 15% on the 2010 TAP Survey, 20% 
on the 2007 TAP Survey and 24% on the 2003 TAP Survey. Nationally, 16% of students in 
grades 9 through 12 reported smoking in the past 30 days on the 2013 Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey. 
 
Students who reported that they smoke generally indicated that they were between 11 and 16 
years old when they smoked their first whole cigarette, with the majority reporting that they were 
13 or 14 years old when they smoked a whole cigarette for the first time. This is consistent with 
the response on the 2010 TAP Survey and is an increase in age from the 2007, 2003 and 1999 
TAP Surveys where the majority of students who reported that they smoke indicated that they 
were 11 or 12 years old when they smoked a whole cigarette for the first time (Figure 6). 
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Figure 6 

 
Alcohol continues to be identified as the drug most frequently used by respondents on the TAP 
Survey. More than one-third (36%) of all respondents reported drinking alcohol. Females 
reported this behavior at a slightly higher percentage (37%) than did males (34%).  
 
About 15% of students in grades 7 and 8 reported that they drink alcohol. This is consistent with 
the responses of students in grades 7 and 8 that reported they drink alcohol on the 2010 TAP 
Survey and is a decrease from their responses on the 2007 and 2003 TAP Surveys. The 
percentage rises dramatically for students in grades 9 through 12, where 52% reported that they 
drink alcohol. This represents a reduction from the responses of students in grades 9 through 12 
that reported they drink alcohol on the 2010, 2007 and 2003 TAP Surveys. The reduction in the 
percent of Madison County students that reported that they drink alcohol mirrors the reduction 
seen nationally; where 66% of students in grades 9 through 12 reported on the 2013 Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey that they drink alcohol, down from 72% on the 2009 Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey. 
 
Figure 7 illustrates the percent of student respondents that reported that they drink alcohol in 
grades 7 and 8 and grades 9 through 12 on the 2003, 2007, 2010 and 2014 TAP Surveys 
 
 

 
Figure 7 
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Nineteen percent of all students reported that they had at least one drink of alcohol on at least 
one day during the 30 days prior to the survey. About 7% of students in grades 7 and 8 reported 
that they had at least one drink of alcohol on at least one day during the prior 30 days, compared 
to 28% of students in grades 9 through 12 that reported this. Nationwide, 35% of students in 
grades 9 through 12 reported that they had at least one drink of alcohol on at least one day during 
the prior 30 days on the 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey.  
 
Ten percent of students reported having five or more drinks within a two or three hour period at 
least once during the past month, down from the 16% of students that reported this on the 2010 
TAP Survey. Only 3% percent of students in grades 7 and 8 reported this, compared to 15% of 
students in grades 9 through 12 who reported this. Nationwide, 21% of students in grades 9 
through 12 reported having five or more drinks within a two or three hour period at least once 
during the past month on the 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey.  
 
Students reported obtaining alcohol from a variety of sources. Consistent with the responses on 
the previous TAP Surveys, students in grades 7 through 9 reported that, if they drank, they most 
often got their alcohol either from their parent’s house without them knowing it or from a 
friend’s house without their parents knowing it. The majority of students in grades 10 through 12 
reported that if they drank, they most often got their alcohol from someone of legal age buying it 
for them or giving it to them.  
 
Of those students who drink, the majority indicated they were between 13 and 16 years old when 
they had their first drink of alcohol other than a few sips. This is consistent with the response on 
the 2010 TAP Survey and is an increase in age from the 2007, 2003 and 1999 TAP Surveys 
where the majority of students who reported that they drink indicated that they were between 11 
and 14 years old when they had their first drink of alcohol other than a few sips (Figure 8). 
 
 

 
Figure 8 

 
Fourteen percent of respondents reported that during the past six months they had either driven 
or ridden in a vehicle when the driver had been drinking alcohol. This continues the downward 
trend in percent of respondents that reported this on the previous TAP Surveys (Figure 9). Four 
percent of all respondents reported doing so three or more times, down from 7% on the 2010 
TAP Survey. 
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Figure 9 

 
About 22% of the students surveyed reported that they have tried marijuana. Equal percentages 
of males and females reported this. Eight percent of students in grades 7 and 8 reported that they 
have tried marijuana. This is consistent with the percent of students in those grades that reported 
this on the 2010 and 2007 TAP Surveys and is a decrease from the 2003 TAP Survey where 12% 
of students in grades 7 and 8 reported that they have tried marijuana. About one-third (34%) of 
students in grades 9 through 12 reported that they have tried marijuana. This is consistent with 
the percent of students in grades 9 through 12 that reported this on the 2010 TAP Survey and is a 
decrease from the responses of students in grades 9 through 12 that reported that they have tried 
marijuana on the 2007 and 2003 TAP Surveys (40% and 44%, respectively). Nationwide, 41% of 
students in grades 9 through 12 reported on the 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey that they have 
tried marijuana.  
 
Consistent with the responses on the previous TAP Surveys, the majority of those students that 
use marijuana indicated that they were 13 or older when they tried marijuana for the first time. 
About 15% of respondents reported using marijuana at least once during the past 30 days. Six 
percent of students in grades 7 and 8 reported using marijuana at least once during the past 30 
days, while 22% of students in grades 9 through 12 reported this. This is comparable to the 23% 
of students in grades 9 through 12 nationwide that reported on the 2013 Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey that they used marijuana at least once during the prior 30 days.  
 
Reported usage of methamphetamines (4%), inhalants (6%), steroids without a doctor’s 
prescription (3%) and prescription drugs (i.e. OxyContin, Percocet, Vicodin, Codein, Adderall, 
Ritalin or Xanax) without a doctor’s prescription (7%) were lower than on the 2010 TAP Survey. 
There was no significant difference in the reported usage of these drugs by male and female 
students. Reported usage of these substances was also fairly consistent across grade levels, 
except for use of prescription drugs without a doctor’s prescription, where reported use increased 
in every grade, from 3% of students in 7th grade to 14% of students in 12th grade. This reported 
usage by 12th graders is down significantly from the 20% of students in grade 12 that reported 
this on the 2010 TAP Survey. Students in grades 9 through 12 reported use of prescription drugs 
without a doctor’s prescription at a significantly higher rate (11%) than did students in grades 7 
and 8 (4%). Nationwide, 18% of students in grades 9 through 12 reported on the Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey that they had taken prescription drugs without a doctor’s prescription. 
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New on the 2014 TAP Survey, students were also asked about usage of heroin or other opiates. 
About 3% of the students surveyed reported using heroin or other opiates at least once. Two 
percent of the students in grades 7 and 8 reported this compared to 4% of students in grades 9 
through 12. This is twice as high as the 2% of students in grades 9 through 12 nationally that 
reported using herioin or other opiates at least once on the 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey.  
 
Figure 10 illustrates the reported use by grade level of tobacco, alcohol, marijuana and all other 
drugs mentioned above.  
 
 

 
Figure 10 

 
Students were asked how much they think people harm themselves if they use alcohol, tobacco 
or marijuana regularly. Sixty-nine percent of all student respondents reported “Some Harm” or 
“A Lot of Harm” if people used alcohol regularly, down from 78% on the 2010 TAP Survey. 
Students in grades 10 through 12 reported “Some Harm” or “A Lot of Harm” if people used 
alcohol regularly at a significantly higher percentage (75%) than did students in grades 7 through 
9 (65%). Female students reported this at a higher rate (72%) than did male students (66%).  
 
Seventy-two percent of all student respondents reported “Some Harm” or “A Lot of Harm” if 
people used tobacco regularly, down from 82% on the 2010 TAP Survey. Again, a much higher 
percentage of students in grades 10 through 12 reported “Some Harm” or “A Lot of Harm” if 
people used tobacco regularly (77%) than did students in grades 7 through 9 (68%). Male and 
female students reported this at similar percentages. 
 
Fifty-six percent of all student respondents reported “Some Harm” or “A Lot of Harm” if people 
used marijuana regularly, down significantly from the 70% that reported this on the 2010 TAP 
Survey. Opposite of what was reported with alcohol and tobacco, a significantly higher 
percentage of students in grades 7 through 9 reported “Some Harm” or “A Lot of Harm” if 
people used marijuana regularly (61%) than did students in grades 10 through 12 (47%). Female 
students reported “Some Harm” or “A Lot of Harm” at a slightly higher rate (58%) than did male 
students (53%).  
 
New on the 2014 TAP Survey, students were also asked how much they think people harm 
themselves if they use prescription drugs not prescribed to them. Seventy-four percent of all 
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student respondents reported “Some Harm” or “A Lot of Harm” if people used prescription drugs 
not prescribed to them. Students in grades 10 through 12 reported “Some Harm” or “A Lot of 
Harm” if people use prescription drugs not prescribed to them at a slightly higher percentage 
(78%) than did students in grades 7 through 9 (72%). Male and female students reported this at 
similar percentages.  
 
Figure 11 illustrates the grade-level responses of perception of harm of regular use of alcohol, 
tobacco, marijuana and prescription drugs not prescribed to them. 
 

 
Figure 11 

 
When asked how easy it was to get alcohol, marijuana or tobacco products, 46% of all 
respondents reported that it would be “Easy” or “Very Easy” to get alcohol, down from 57% on 
the 2010 TAP Survey. Equal percentages of males and females reported this. Students in grades 
9 through 12 reported this at much higher rate (57%) than did respondents in grades 7 and 8 
(31%). Percentages for both groups are lower than on the 2010, 2007 and 2003 TAP Surveys, 
where 68%, 76% and 71% respectively, of students in grades 9 through 12 and 33%, 42% and 
47% respectively, of students in grades 7 and 8 reported that it would be “Easy” or “Very Easy” 
to get alcohol. 
  
One-third (33%) of all student respondents reported that it would be “Easy” or “Very Easy” to 
get marijuana, down from 38% on the 2010 TAP Survey. There was no significant difference 
between how male and female students reported on this. Students in grades 9 through 12 reported 
this at over three times the rate (48%) as did students in grades 7 and 8 (14%). These percentages 
are comparable to those reported on the 2010 TAP Survey and compare favorably to the 
responses on the 2007 and 2003 TAP Surveys, where 58% and 59% respectively, of the students 
in grades 9 through 12 and 15% and 21% respectively of students in grades 7 and 8 reported it 
would be “Easy” or “Very Easy” to get marijuana.  
 
Slightly more than one-third (35%) of all student respondents reported that it would be “Easy” or 
“Very Easy” to get tobacco products, down from 42% on the 2010 TAP Survey. Male students 
reported that it would be “Easy” or “Very Easy” to get tobacco products at a slightly higher 
percentage (37%) than did female students (34%). Students in grades 9 through 12 reported it 
would be “Easy” or “Very Easy” to get tobacco products at over twice the rate (46%) than did 
students in grades 7 and 8 (21%). Again, these percentages are lower than on the 2010, 2007 and 
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2003 TAP Surveys, where 51%, 68% and 68% respectively of students in grades 9 through 12 
and 22%, 27% and 37% respectively, of students in grades 7 and 8 reported that it was “Easy” or 
“Very Easy” to get tobacco products. 
 
Figure 12 illustrates the grade-level responses on the 2014 TAP Survey of those students that 
reported that it is “Easy” or “Very Easy” to get alcohol, marijuana or tobacco products.  

 

Figure 12 
 
Consistent with responses on the previous TAP Surveys, students listed concerns about health 
effects or addiction, and family influence as the two largest factors that influenced their decision 
to not use or stop using tobacco, alcohol or drugs.  

 
Perceptions of School and Community 
 
In this section, students were presented with a series of statements about their school and 
community and asked to agree or disagree with the statements.  
 
The majority of all respondents (62%) agreed that they enjoy going to school. Seventy-nine 
percent of the students agreed that teachers genuinely care about them and how they do in 
school, and 80% agreed that teachers treated them with respect. About 92% of the students 
agreed that they themselves treated teachers with respect. Male and female students responded to 
these questions with equal percentages. 
 
More than three-quarters of respondents (77%) agreed that they feel safe in their school, down 
slightly from the 83% of students that reported this on both the 2010 and 2007 TAP Surveys. 
Almost one-quarter of the students (24%) reported that they have missed school at least once 
during the past year because they felt they would be unsafe either at school or on their way to or 
from school. This is slightly higher than the 20% that reported this on the 2010, 2007 and 2003 
TAP Surveys. Female students reported this at a slightly higher percentage (26%) than did male 
students (22%). 
 
Almost one-quarter of students (23%) reported that they have changed schools at least once in 
the past five years because they moved to a different community or neighborhood. This is a 
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slight decrease from the responses on all previous TAP Surveys where 26% of the respondents 
reported this. 
  
Seventy-two percent of students reported that they feel safe in their community. This is down 
slightly from the 79% of the respondents that reported this on the 2010 TAP Survey. Males 
reported feeling safe in their community at a higher percentage (75%) than did females (70%). 
Consistent with previous TAP Surveys, about two-thirds of the students (65%) agreed that adults 
in their community care about and value kids their age. Students in grades 7 and 8 reported this 
at a much higher rate (73%) than did students in grades 9 through 12 (59%). Males agreed that 
adults in their community care about and value kids their age at a higher percentage (68%) than 
did females (62%). Consistent with previous TAP Surveys, more than three-quarters of the 
students (77%) agreed that there are adults in their community whom they could count on to help 
them if they had a problem. Again, males agreed with this at a higher percentage (80%) than did 
females (75%). 
 
Consistent with the response on the 2010 TAP Survey, about half of the students (51%) agreed 
with the statement “In my community, there are fun things for kids my age to do”. Students in 
grades 7 and 8 reported this at a significantly higher percentage (65%) than did students in 
grades 9 through 12 (40%). Figure 13 illustrates the grade-level responses to this question on the 
2003 through 2014 TAP Surveys. 
 
 

 
Figure 13 

 
 
Relationships with Parents and Other Adults 
 
Recognizing that parents can be the single greatest influence on the social, emotional and 
physical development of a child, students were asked a number of questions relating to their 
relationship with their parent(s) or the adult(s) they live with most of the time. 
 
Consistent with the response on previous TAP Surveys, the 2014 TAP Survey results indicated 
that students feel safe in their homes (93%). Males agreed with this at a slightly higher 
percentage (94%) than did females (91%).  
 

0

20

40

60

80

100

7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th

P
e

rc
e

n
t 

A
g

re
e

m
e

n
t

Grade

"In My Community There Are Fun Things For Kids My Age To Do"

by Grade and Survey Year

2003

2007

2010

2014



 

13 

Also consistent with previous TAP Surveys, 81% of respondents agreed that they can turn to a 
parent if they have a serious personal problem and need someone to talk to. Students in grades 7 
and 8 agreed with this at a higher rate (85%) than did students in grades 9 through 12 (78%). 
Males agreed that they can turn to a parent if they have a serious personal problem and need 
someone to talk to at a higher percentage (85%) than did females (78%). 
 
Almost three-quarters of the students (72%) reported that their parent(s) set clear rules for them 
to follow “Often” or “Always”. This is consistent with the response on the 2010 and 2007 TAP 
Surveys, but is higher than the response on the 2003 and 1999 Tap Surveys (68% and 62% 
respectively). Students in grades 7 and 8 reported this at a much higher rate (77%) than did 
students in grades 9 through 12 (68%). There was no significant difference between how males 
and females responded to this question. 
 
The majority of all respondents (59%) indicated that their parent(s) “Often” or “Always” 
discipline or punished them when they broke the rules. This response is consistent to the 
response to this question on the 2010 and 2007 TAP Surveys and is slightly higher than the 52% 
of students who reported this on the 2003 TAP Survey and the 46% that reported it on the 1999 
TAP Survey. There was no significant difference between how males and females responded; 
however, there was a significant difference across grades. Students in grades 7 and 8 reported 
that their parent(s) “Often” or “Always” discipline or punished them when they broke the rules at 
a much higher percentage (63%) than did students in grades 9 through 12 (55%). 
 
Most students reported that their parent(s) “Often” or “Always” know what they are doing after 
school (85%) and know their friends (81%). These responses are consistent with the student 
responses to these questions on all of the previous TAP Surveys. Student responses were also 
fairly consistent across grade levels for these questions. Female students however, reported 
“Often” or “Always” at higher rates than male students on both of these questions. 
 
About 82% of all student respondents indicated that their parent(s) “Often” or “Always” expect 
them to call or text if they are not at home. This is up from the 77% who reported this on the 
2010 TAP Survey and is consistent with the student response to this question on the 2007 and 
2003 TAP Surveys. Student responses were fairly consistent across grade levels for this question, 
but again, female students reported “Often” or “Always” at a higher rate (85%) than male 
students (78%). 
 
Consistent with previous TAP Surveys, 83% of students reported that their parent(s) “Often” or 
“Always” care and encourage them in their interests and activities. Students in grades 7 and 8 
reported this at a higher percentage (87%) than did students in grades 9 through 12 (81%). There 
was no significant difference between how male and female students responded to this question.  
 
Figure 14 illustrates student responses to the questions related to how often their parent(s) or the 
adult(s) they live with most of the time exhibit behaviors associated with good parenting on the 
1999 through 2014 TAP Surveys. 
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Figure 14 
 
More than half of the students (52%) reported that their parent(s) have talked to them about the 
risks of being sexually active in the past year, down slightly from the 58% that reported this on 
the 2010 TAP Survey. About 13% reported these conversations as being “Often” or “Very 
Often”. Female students reported this at a higher rate (16%) than did male students (9%). 
 
About 60% of student respondents reported that their parent(s) have talked with them about the 
risks of smoking, drinking or taking drugs in the past year, down slightly from 64% of students 
that reported this on the 2010 TAP Survey. About 14% of students reported these conversations 
as being “Often” or “Very Often”. A much higher percentage of students in grades 10 through 12 
reported their parent(s) have talked with them about the risks of smoking, drinking or taking 
drugs in the past year (66%) than did students in grades 7 through 9 (56%).  
 
Consistent with the response on previous TAP Surveys, approximately 76% of the students also 
reported that their parent(s) discussed with them their family’s history, faith, and values in the 
past year, with 27% reporting those conversations as being “Often” or “Very Often”. 
 
About 84% of students reported that their parent(s) discussed with them their job or education 
plans after high school in the past year, with about 47% reporting these discussions as “Often” or 
“Very Often”. Female students reported these discussions as “Often” or “Very Often” at a higher 
rate (50%) than did males students (44%). 
 
What teens perceive their parent(s) think about certain behaviors can influence the decisions they 
make. The TAP Survey asked students to indicate how much they agree or disagree with the 
statements ‘My parent(s) think youth my age’ …should wait to have sexual intercourse; 
shouldn’t drink alcohol; shouldn’t use tobacco products; and shouldn’t use marijuana. Consistent 
with the responses on all previous TAP Surveys, about 86% of the students agreed that their 
parent(s) think youth their age should wait to have sexual intercourse. Students in grades 7 and 8 
agreed with this at a significantly higher rate (91%) than did students respondents in grades 9 
through 12 (81%) and female students agreed with this at a higher rate (88%) than did male 
students (83%).  
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About 88% agreed that their parent(s) think youth their age shouldn’t drink alcohol. Students in 
grades 7 and 8 reported this at a much higher rate (93%) than did students in grades 9 through 12 
(83%). There was no significant difference between how female students and male students 
responded to this question.  
 
Ninety-two percent of all student respondents agreed that their parent(s) think youth their age 
shouldn’t use tobacco products. Students in grade 12 reported this at a lower percentage (88%) 
than students in all other grades. There was no significant difference between how female 
students and male students responded to this question.  
 
About 90% of all respondents also agreed that their parent(s) think youth their age shouldn’t use 
marijuana. Students in grades 7 through 10 agreed with this at a higher rate (92%) than did 
students in grades 11 and 12 (85%). There was no significant difference between how female 
students and male students responded to this question.  
  
Figure 15 illustrates the student perception of what their parent(s) think about these four 
behaviors by grade level. 
 

 
Figure 15 

 
More than one-quarter (29%) of the students identified a parent/step-parent as the person they 
generally talk to when they have a problem. Male students reported this at a higher rate (35%) 
than did female students (23%).  
 
Fifty-seven percent listed their parent(s) as at least “Some Help” in deterring them from 
engaging in harmful or illegal activities, with 39% of students feeling that their parent(s) are 
“Very Helpful” in deterring them from these activities. Again, male students reported this at a 
higher rate (43%) than did female students (36%).  
 
Relationships with Friends 
 
Peer pressure and the influence of friends can also play an important role in adolescent behavior. 
In this section, students were presented with a series of questions related to their relationship 
with their friends.  
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About 42% of all respondents identified a friend as the person they generally talk to when they 
have a problem. This is down from the 49% that reported this on the 2010 TAP Survey. Females 
reported this at a significantly higher rate (50%) than did males (34%). 
 
Seventy-nine percent of all respondents agreed that their friends would try to stop them if they 
wanted to do something foolish or dangerous. Females reported this at a higher rate (82%) than 
did males (77%).  
 
Twenty-two percent of respondents agreed that they let friends talk them into doing things they 
really don’t want to do. Males agreed with this at a slightly higher rate (24%) than did females 
(20%). 
 
What teens believe their friends think about certain behaviors can also influence the choices they 
make. About 83% of all respondents agreed that their friends feel it is important to get good 
grades and work hard in school. Eighty-eight percent of student respondents in grade 7 agreed 
with this. Student responses were fairly consistent across the remaining grades, averaging about 
82% that agreed that their friends feel it is important to get good grades and work hard in school. 
There was no significant difference between how female students and male students responded 
to this question. 
  
The majority of all respondents (58%) agreed that their friends think that postponing sexual 
intercourse until after high school is a good idea. Students in grades 7 and 8 agreed with this at a 
significantly higher percentage (77%) than did students in grades 9 through 12 (42%). Females 
also agreed at a higher rate (61%) than did males (55%).  
 
About 81% of all respondents agreed that their friends don’t believe you need to drink or do 
drugs in order to have a good time. Again, student respondents in grades 7 and 8 agreed at a 
significantly higher rate (90%) than did students in grades 9 through 12 (74%). There was no 
significant difference between how female students and male students responded to this question. 
 
Figure 16 illustrates the student perception of what they believe their friends think about the need 
to drink or do drugs in order to have a good time and postponing sexual intercourse until after 
high school, sorted by relevant grade groupings and gender. 
 

Figure 16 
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Mental Health and Perceptions of Self 
 
As in the previous TAP Surveys, mental health issues were represented very narrowly by 
questions in the survey. Primarily, data gathered measured feelings of loneliness, isolation, and 
depression among the respondents. 

 
Consistent with the response on previous TAP Surveys, the majority of the student respondents 
reported that they generally talk to someone when they have a problem. The majority reported 
that they spoke with either a friend (42%) or a parent/step-parent (29%); however, some isolation 
was also reported, with about 15% of all students responding that they did not talk about 
problems with anyone. This was an increase from the 10% of students that reported this on the 
2010 TAP Survey. Consistent with the response on previous TAP Surveys, males were more 
likely to report that they did not talk about problems with anyone (16%) than were females 
(13%). 
 
More than one-third (34%) of all student respondents reported that they had been despondent 
during the past 6 months (i.e. felt depressed, helpless, hopeless or very sad for a period of 2 
weeks or longer), an increase from the 29% that reported being despondent on the 2010 TAP 
Survey. About 28% of students in grades 7 and 8 reported being despondent during the past 6 
months. A significantly higher percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 reported 
despondency during the past 6 months (39%). Female students reported feeling this way (43%) 
at almost twice the rate as male students (24%). 
 
One means of escape from such feelings is to run away from home in order to avoid situations 
that may be contributing to these feelings. Consistent with the response on previous TAP 
Surveys, about one-third of all student respondents reported that they had seriously thought about 
running away from home at least once during the past year. Students in grade 9 reported this at a 
higher percentage than students in all other grades. Females reported this at a higher rate (37%) 
than did males (28%). Only about 2% of all student respondents reported that they actually had 
run away from home at some point during the past year. Students in grades 8 and 9 reported this 
at higher percentages than students in the other grades. There was no significant gender 
difference for how students responded to this.  
 
A more serious reaction to despondency is the consideration of suicide. About 17% of the 
students reported that they had seriously considered attempting suicide in the past year, up 
slightly from the 14% that reported this on the 2010 TAP Survey. Females reported this at more 
than twice the rate (23%) as did males (11%). About 13% of the respondents in grades 7 and 8 
reported this, up from 10% on the 2010 TAP Survey. About 20% of students in grades 9 through 
12 reported that they had seriously considered attempting suicide in the past year, up from 16% 
on the 2010 TAP Survey. It is also higher than the 17% of students in grades 9 through 12 
nationwide who reported they had seriously considered attempting suicide on the 2013 Youth 
Risk Behavior Survey. 
 
Twelve percent of all respondents reported that they had gone as far as to make a plan about how 
they would attempt suicide during the past year, up slightly from the 10% that reported this on 
the 2010 TAP Survey. About 9% of student respondents in grades 7 and 8 reported this, up from 
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the 6% that reported this on the 2010 TAP Survey. Fourteen percent of students in grades 9 
through 12 reported that they had made a plan about how they would attempt suicide during the 
past year, up from 11% on the 2010 TAP Survey. This is slightly higher than the 13% of students 
in grades 9 through 12 nationwide that reported that they had made a plan about how they would 
attempt suicide on the 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey.  
 
About 8% of all respondents indicated they had actually attempted suicide at least once in the 
past year. This is consistent with the 7% that reported this on the 2010 TAP Survey. Students in 
grades 7 and 8 reported this at a slightly lower percentage (7%) than did students in grades 9 
through 12 (9%). This percentage is slightly higher than the 8% of students in grades 9 through 
12 nationwide that reported that they had made a suicide attempt in the past year on the 2013 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey.  
 
Figure 17 illustrates the percentage of student respondents in grades 7 and 8 and grades 9 
through 12 that reported that they had considered, planned or attempted suicide on the 2003, 
2007, 2010 and 2014 TAP Surveys. It also illustrates how students in grades 9 through 12 
responded to these questions on the 2014 TAP Survey compared to how students in grades 9 
through 12 nationwide responded. 
 

 
Figure 17 

 
Sexual Behaviors and Perceptions 
 
In this section, students were asked a series of questions regarding sexual activity and issues 
surrounding sexually transmitted diseases, birth control and abstinence. 
 
About 75% of all students reported that they have never had sexual intercourse. Females reported 
that they have never had sexual intercourse at a slightly higher percentage (77%) than did males 
(74%). Ninety-three percent of the respondents in grades 7 and 8 reported that they have never 
had sexual intercourse. This is consistent with the 92% of the respondents in grades 7 and 8 that 
reported this on the 2010 TAP Survey and is an increase from the students in grades 7 and 8 that 
reported that they had never had sexual intercourse on the 2007 and 2003 TAP Surveys (89% 
and 84% respectively). Sixty-three percent of students in grades 9 through 12 reported that they 
have never had sexual intercourse. This is an increase from the responses of students in grades 9 
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through 12 that reported this on the 2010 and 2007 TAP Surveys (60% and 56% respectively), 
but is consistent with the 63% of students in grades 9 through 12 that reported that they have 
never had sexual intercourse on the 2003 TAP Survey. Nationally, 53% of students in grades 9 
through 12 reported that they have never had sexual intercourse.  
 
Figure 18 illustrates the percentage of student respondents in grades 7 and 8 and grades 9 
through 12 that reported that they have never had sexual intercourse on the 2003, 2007, 2010 and 
2014 TAP Surveys. It also illustrates how students in grades 9 through 12 responded to this 
question on the 2014 TAP Survey compared to how students in grades 9 through 12 nationwide 
responded on the 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey. 
 

 
Figure 18 

 
The majority of the students who reported that they have had sexual intercourse indicated that 
they were 14 or 15 years old when they had sexual intercourse the first time. This is consistent 
with the responses on the 2010 and 2007 TAP Survey and is also consistent with the response of 
students in grades 9 through 12 nationally that reported that they have had sexual intercourse on 
the 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey. Males reported having their first sexual intercourse at a 
younger age than did females. This is also consistent with the response on the previous TAP 
Surveys. 
 
Among students who reported being sexually active, about 69% reported always using birth 
control. This is an increase over the responses on the 2010 and 2007 TAP Surveys (60% and 
55% respectively). Students in grades 9 through 12 reported always using birth control at a 
significantly higher rate (72%) than students in grades 7 and 8 (43%). Females reported always 
using birth control at a significantly higher percentage (74%) than did males (64%). 
 
Among students who reported being sexually active, about 35% reported at least sometimes 
drinking or using drugs before they have sexual intercourse. This is a decrease from the student 
responses on the 2010 and 2007 TAP Surveys (40% and 36% respectively). 
 
Consistent with the 2010 TAP Survey, about 4% of the students reported that they were currently 
abstinent. Abstinence was defined in the TAP Survey as refraining from having sexual 
intercourse until you are married. 
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Consistent with the responses on all previous TAP Surveys, students listed concerns about health 
risks or pregnancy, and family influence as the two largest factors that influenced their decisions 
about sexual activity. 

 
Sexual and Physical Abuse and Violence 

 
The TAP Survey asked youth a variety of questions related to sexual and physical harassment, 
abuse, bullying and other acts of violence. 
 
About 16% of student respondents reported that they had experienced some form of sexual 
harassment from other youth during the past year, down from the responses on the 2010, 2007 
and 2003 TAP Surveys (20%, 21% and 27% respectively). About 7% reported experiencing 
some form of sexual harassment from an adult, also down from the responses on the 2010, 2007 
and 2003 TAP Surveys (10%, 8% and 11% respectively). 
 
Fourteen percent of all respondents reported some type of unwanted physical sexual contact with 
another teen. This was similar to the 15% that reported this on the 2010 TAP Survey. Among 
students who reported this, the majority indicated unwanted touching as the type of contact being 
made. Females were more than twice as likely to report unwanted physical sexual contact with 
another teen (19%) than were males (8%).  
 
Five percent of all students reported similar unwanted sexual contact with an adult, down slightly 
from the 8% that reported this on the 2010 TAP Survey. Again, the majority identified unwanted 
touching as the type of contact being made. Female students reported this unwanted sexual 
contact at a higher percentage (7%) than did male students (2%). 
 
Consistent with the response on the 2010 TAP Survey, about 20% reported that they had done 
something sexual with another person which that person did not want to do. This is an increase 
over the 15% of all students that reported this on the 2007 and 2003 TAP Surveys and the 6% 
that reported this on the 1999 TAP Survey. 
 
Consistent with the response on all previous TAP Surveys, about 11% of respondents reported 
being physically harmed by an adult at home in the past year. Female students reported this at a 
slightly higher percentage (12%) than did male students (9%).  
 
Fifteen percent of responders reported being physically hurt by another teen during the past year. 
Males reported being physically hurt by another teen at a slightly higher rate (16%) than did 
females (14%). 
 
About 14% of the students surveyed reported that they feel constantly teased, threatened, or 
harassed by other youth. This is an increase from the 12% that reported this on the 2010 TAP 
Survey, but is lower than the responses on the 2007 and 2003 TAP Surveys (16% and 19% 
respectively). Female students reported this at a slightly higher percentage (16%) than did male 
students (12%). A higher percentage of students in grades 8 and 9 reported that they feel 
constantly teased, threatened, or harassed by other youth than did students in all other grades. 
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Almost one-quarter of all respondents (22%) reported that in the past 6 months they have used 
physical force or threatened people in order to win an argument or get their own way. This is a 
slight decrease from the 25% that reported this on the 2010 TAP Survey and is significantly 
lower than the 36% of students that reported this on the 2007 and 2003 TAP Surveys. There was 
no significant difference in student responses across grades levels or between males and females. 
 
Four percent of the students reported that they had carried a weapon (i.e. knife, club) on school 
property in the past year with the intent to harm someone or to protect themselves or others. 
Males were three times more likely to report this (6%) than females (2%). A slightly higher 
percent of students (7%) reported that they had carried a weapon in the community in the past 
year with the intent to harm someone or to protect themselves or others.  
 
Added new on the 2010 TAP Survey, students were asked if during the past 12 months they have 
ever been electronically bullied (includes being bullied through e-mail, chat rooms, instant 
messaging, websites or texting). About 46% of all respondents reported that they had been 
electronically bullied, up from 42% on the 2010 TAP Survey. Responses were fairly consistent 
across grade levels, however females reported this at a higher rate (49%) than did males (43%). 
 
Involvement in Leisure Time Activities 
 
The TAP Survey listed a variety of activities that young people might participate in during non-
classroom hours and asked students to indicate how many hours each week they spend on each 
activity. More than one-half of the students (53%) reported staying at home with no parents 
present two or more hours per week, down from the 57% that reported this on the 2010 TAP 
Survey. About 8% reported that they spend eleven or more hours per week at home with no 
parents present. 
 
About 63% of the students reported spending two or more hours per week watching TV, playing 
video or computer games. This is an increase from the 59% that reported this on the 2010 TAP 
Survey, but is still lower than the 66% of students that reported this on the 2007 TAP Survey and 
the 70% of students that reported this on the 2003 and 1999 TAP Surveys. Fourteen percent of 
students reported that they spend eleven or more hours per week watching TV, playing video or 
computer games. 
  
More than one-half of all respondents (54%) reported talking or texting to friends on the 
telephone two or more hours per week, down significantly from the 62% of students that 
reported this on the 2010 TAP survey, but still dramatically higher than the 38% who reported 
this on both the 2007 and 2003 TAP Surveys. Students in 7th grade reported talking or texting 
friends on the telephone two or more hours per week at the lowest percentage (30%). The 
percentage of students that reported this increased significantly to 53% for 8th graders and 
continued to rise for each successive grade, with a high of 72% of 12th graders reporting this. 
Females reported this at a significantly higher rate (62%) than did males (46%). Females also 
reported spending more than 20 hours per week talking or texting to friends on the telephone at 
almost twice the rate as did males. 
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More than half of the students (53%) indicated that they spend two or more hours a week being 
online (chatting, surfing the net, etc.). This is consistent with the response on the 2010 and 2007 
TAP Surveys and is a decrease from the 59% that reported this on the 2003 TAP Survey. Similar 
to the response to talking or texting friends, students in grade 7 reported that they spend two or 
more hours a week being online (chatting, surfing the net, etc.) at the lowest percentage (36%). 
More than one-half of the students in all other grades reported that they spend two or more hours 
a week being online, with a high of 64% of students in grade 12 reporting this. More than one-
quarter of students in grade 12 reported spending more than 10 hours a week being online. 
Female students reported spending more than 10 hours a week being online at a higher rate 
(20%) than did male students (13%).  
 
Consistent with student responses on previous TAP Surveys, 44% of respondents reported 
spending two or more hours a week participating in school and community-sponsored activities, 
57% reported spending two or more hours per week in organized sports and 51% indicated they 
spent two or more hours per week doing fun things with their family.  
 
About twenty percent of the students reported spending two or more hours per week doing 
volunteer community service. This is consistent with the response on the 2010 TAP Survey, but 
is an increase from the responses on the 2007, 2003 and 1999 TAP Surveys (13%, 9% and 11% 
respectively). Female students reported spending two or more hours per week doing volunteer 
community service at a higher percentage (22%) than did male students (18%). 
 
Figure 19 illustrates the percentage of students that reported that they spent two or more hours 
per week on various leisure time activities on the 1999, 2003, 2007, 2010 and 2014 TAP surveys.  
 

 
Figure 19 

 
 
In this section, students were also presented with a list of six things and asked to indicate how 
helpful they think each is in keeping them from engaging in negative, illegal or harmful 
activities. Positive role models were the most highly rated as providing at least “Some Help” 
(59%), followed closely by involved family/parents (57%) and after-school and weekend 
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activities at school or in the community (47%). School programs concerning drug and alcohol 
prevention awareness (in-class instructions, assemblies) continued to be identified as the least 
helpful in keeping them from engaging in negative, illegal or harmful activities of the options 
provided. 
 
Conclusions  
 
The 2014 TAP Survey is the fifth TAP Survey conducted in Madison County. It continues the 
commitment to obtaining the teen perspective on important issues concerning them and provides 
the opportunity to compare student responses in 2014 with those from students in 2010, 2007, 
2003 and 1999 to determine changes in behaviors and attitudes and to identify emerging trends.  
 
The 2014 TAP Survey results were generally positive. The majority of the students perceive their 
relations with family, peers, school and community as positive. Fewer students reported use of 
tobacco, alcohol, marijuana and prescription drugs not prescribed to them and the reported use of 
these substances by Madison County students in grades 9 through 12 compared favorably to the 
responses of students in grades 9 through 12 nationwide that reported use of these substances on 
the 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey. Fewer students reported that it was “Easy” or “Very 
Easy” to get alcohol, marijuana or tobacco products. Students also continued to report the 
increase in the age at which they had their first drink of alcohol or smoked their first cigarette, 
which first occurred on the 2010 TAP Survey. Fewer students reported being sexually active and 
a higher percentage of those that reported being sexually active reported always using birth 
control. Fewer students also reported involvement in incidents of sexual harassment from other 
youth or adults.  
 
When student responses on the 2014 TAP Survey are compared to the 1999 TAP Survey results, 
which established the baseline for tracking student behaviors over time, it is clear that student 
involvement in a number of unhealthy and risky behaviors has decreased. Undoubtedly the most 
significant decrease has been in the percentage of students that reported that they have smoked a 
whole cigarette – a decrease of more than half (52% - 1999; 16% - 2014). Other decreases in 
risky behaviors over time have also been noted in the percentage of students reporting: they have 
had a drink of alcohol (59% - 1999; 36% - 2014); have driven or ridden in a motor vehicle 
during the past 6 months when the driver had been drinking alcohol (26% - 1999; 14% - 2014); 
have tried marijuana (33% - 1999; 22% - 2014); or have had sexual intercourse (34% - 1999; 
25% - 2014). 
 
The results of the 2014 TAP Survey also once again re-confirm the finding from all of the 
previous TAP Surveys that the majority of youth in Madison County are not engaging in 
negative, illegal or harmful activities. The majority of all students surveyed reported that they 
have never smoked a whole cigarette (84%), are not drinking alcohol (64%), have never tried 
marijuana (78%), methamphetamines (96%), or prescription drugs without a doctor’s 
prescription (93%), and have never had sexual intercourse (75%). This continues to be an 
important message for teens and adults alike to hear. The results clearly dispel the belief that 
“everyone is doing it”.  
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Despite the many positive results from the 2014 Tap Survey, there are still areas of concern that 
should not be overlooked. Though there has been progress in reducing the overall percentage of 
students reporting use of alcohol, a trend that is also being reported nationally, there continues to 
be a significant increase between reported use by students in grades 7 and 8 and reported use of 
alcohol by students in grades 9 through 12. Students in grades 9 through 12 also reported usage 
of heroin and other opiates at twice the rate reported on the national 2013 Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey. The decrease in the reported perception of how much people harm themselves if they use 
alcohol, tobacco or marijuana regularly is also worrisome. Though student reports of sexual 
harassment decreased, reports of behaviors related to bullying increased. Of greatest concern is 
the increase in the percentage of students that reported feelings of loneliness, isolation, 
depression and suicidal thoughts. Students in grades 9 through 12 reported that they had 
seriously considered attempting suicide in the past year, made a plan, and had actually attempted 
suicide at least once in the past year at rates higher than those reported by students nationwide on 
the 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey.  
  
Consistent with the finding from previous TAP Surveys, students in grades 7 and 8, grades that 
are typically associated with middle school, generally reported lower levels of participation in 
unhealthy and risky behaviors than students in grades 9 through 12, grades typically associated 
with high school. As also noted in previous TAP Survey reports, the transition from 8th to 9th 
grade was the point where the most dramatic increase in reported participation in illegal or 
harmful activities was observed.  
 
The results of the 2014 TAP survey also re-confirmed the conclusion noted in all previous TAP 
Survey reports that involved parents and families play an important role in helping young people 
successfully navigate through adolescence. Involved parents and families was identified by 
students as being one of the most effective influences deterring youth from engaging in negative, 
illegal or harmful activities. The majority of the students reported that their parents know what 
they are doing after school, know their friends and expect them to call if they are not at home. 
Parents were second only to friends as the people that teens reported talking to when they have a 
problem. Following concerns about health risks, family influence was the strongest factor 
influencing student decisions regarding sexual activity and about not using, or stopping the use 
of, tobacco, alcohol or drugs. Despite this, fewer students reported that their parents have 
discussed the risks of negative behaviors with them. Just 60% of the survey respondents 
indicated that their parent(s) have talked to them about the risks of smoking, drinking or taking 
drugs and only 52% indicated that their parent(s) have talked to them about the risks of being 
sexually active.  
 
Better communication and more involvement by parents in the lives of their children is 
important, but is not the sole solution to ensuring that teens do not become engaged in problem 
behaviors. Many teens experience difficulties in spite of good parental involvement and 
communication. The community as a whole, as represented by schools, social service agencies, 
religious institutions, other community-based groups, friends, neighbors and extended family, 
also plays an important role. To continue the progress that is being made in deterring our young 
people from engaging in unhealthy or negative activities, it will continue to be important that 
resources not only be focused on those teens already engaging in at-risk behaviors, but that 
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resources are also available to ensure that all young people have the services, opportunities and 
supports necessary to help them grow into healthy, productive adults. 
 
It is hoped that the information contained in this report is found to be informative and thought-
provoking. It is intended that the 2014 TAP Survey Report be used as a resource for future 
program planning, grant writing efforts and when prioritizing resources for youth, as well as to 
initiate discussions regarding youth issues in our communities and ways to strengthen our 
communities and families to make a positive difference in the lives of every young person in 
Madison County.  
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2014 TEEN ASSESSMENT PROJECT 
Appendix A 

 
Choose the one response which most closely describes you, your behavior, opinion or situation. 
 
1. What is your gender?              7th   8th  9th  10th 11th 12th  
         Male                 49.6 45.5 49.0 46.0 45.7 51.8 

      Female                     50.4 54.5 51.0 54.0 54.3 48.2
  

2. How old are you?                     7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th

   11 or younger                     2.7   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0 
    12                      81.4   4.2     .5      0.0   0.0   0.0 
    13                      15.0 79.3   4.9   0.6      0.0   0.0 
         14                           .5 15.5 75.8   4.8   0.0   0.0 

15                         0.2     .4 15.9   76.9   5.0   0.0 
16                         0.2   0.2   2.7   17.4 79.5   5.1 
17                         0.0   0.2   0.0       .3 12.9 79.9 
18 or older                      0.0   0.2   0.2     0.0   2.6 15.0 
 

3. What grade level or status below best describes you?     7th   8th   9th    10th  11th   12th

   7th                     100.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0 
     8th                      0.0  100.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0 

9th                      0.0   0.0  100.0   0.0   0.0   0.0 
10th                    0.0   0.0   0.0  100.0   0.0   0.0 
11th                   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0  100.0   0.0 

12th                   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0  100.0 

other                   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0
           

Answer these questions about your living situation. Remember that questions about your parents refer to the 
adults you live with most of the time. 
 
4. Who do you live with most of the time?         7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Two parents (biological or adoptive)       60.5 51.9 57.6 56.2 55.6 55.8 
A parent and a step-parent          11.0 14.9 14.0 15.3 15.8 13.1 
Father most of the time               3.2   4.2   5.6   4.5   5.6   5.4 
Mother most of the time           12.9 12.7 11.8 14.4 14.6 15.9 
Mother part of the time, father part of the time     9.5 12.3   6.6   5.4   4.1   3.6 
With relatives (aunt, uncle, grandparents, etc.)     2.1   3.2   3.9   3.7   2.9   3.3 
Group home or foster home             0.6   0.4   0.0   0.5   0.6   1.1 
Alone or with friends only              0.2   0.4   0.5   0.0   0.8   1.8 

Answer these questions about the adults you live with most of the time. 

5. Which of the following describes the highest level of education    
that was completed by either one of your parents?      7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th

    No high school                3.3   2.9   0.7   0.8   0.9   0.4 
   Some high school               6.7   5.2   9.1 11.4  10.5 11.6 
   High school graduate                 11.7 10.8 15.7 16.9 17.0 15.9 
   Some technical training or college courses       5.0      7.8   8.6 10.3   7.0 10.2 

    Two-year college graduate            6.1     9.0   9.6   6.9 11.1 16.3 
    Four-year college graduate          14.3 15.7 19.2 24.0 24.6 21.7 
    Master’s or doctorate degree         18.9 16.1 13.8 18.0 15.8 16.3 
    I don’t know                   34.0 32.5 23.3 11.7 13.1   7.6 
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6. Which statement is true for your family?         7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
We qualify for free lunch           21.2 24.3 26.6 22.8 22.6 22.6 
We qualify for reduced price lunch          9.2   6.8   6.4   7.4   8.8   5.8 

   We do not qualify for free or reduced price lunch   35.8 41.9 50.2 50.7 51.9 57.7 
   I do not know if we qualify for free or reduced  

price lunch               33.8 27.0 16.8 19.1 16.7 13.9 

Fill in the circles on your answer sheet that best describe your situation or feelings.  

How much do you worry about the following issues?  

7. Getting good grades                    7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Not At All                        8.7   6.7   4.7   3.4   5.0   5.9 

    A Little                     15.6   9.4 11.5   8.8 10.2   9.9 
Fair Amount                         31.1 36.4 33.7 38.8 34.8 36.0 
A Lot                   44.6 47.5 50.1 49.0 50.0 48.2 

8. Not fitting in with the other kids at school            7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Not At All                  35.1 34.5 30.3 39.4 39.1 40.7 
A Little                   34.9 32.5 33.4 34.6 31.8 34.9 
Fair Amount                 19.1 20.7 21.6 16.4 17.8 17.5 
A Lot                    10.9 12.3 14.7   9.6 11.3   6.9 

9. Getting along with your parent(s)           7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Not At All                  30.9 24.4 21.6 19.7 19.3 22.8 
A Little                   15.2 15.3 16.9 20.0 19.6 22.1 
Fair Amount                 23.4 27.6 34.2 31.7 30.7 31.5 
A Lot                    30.5 32.7 27.3 28.6 30.4 23.6 

10. How well your parents get along with each other      7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
             Not At All                   31.2 29.8 27.3 29.7 33.1 33.6 

A Little                    15.4 19.2 20.6 19.7 20.5 23.7 
Fair Amount                  20.6 23.9 24.6 24.9 22.6 24.1 
A Lot                      32.8 27.1 27.5 25.7 23.8 18.6

   
11. That your parent(s) drink or use drugs              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Not At All                   66.4 63.7 57.4 63.0 63.5 65.8 
A Little                    14.9 18.2 19.2 17.9 17.4 19.3 
Fair Amount                     7.1   7.0 11.6   6.6   8.8   7.6 
A Lot                     11.6 11.1 11.8 12.5 10.3   7.3 

12. That your family has enough money to get by             7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th           
Not At All                  33.5 30.6 28.0 29.0 27.6 33.5 
A Little                   19.2 20.4 19.3 17.8 22.7 19.3 
Fair Amount                 26.4 23.5 28.7 29.9 25.0 26.5 
A Lot                    20.9 25.5 24.0 23.3 24.7 20.7 

13. That someone at home will be hurt by another person at home  7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th                
             Not At All                  75.4 75.1 74.9 79.0 76.6 79.0 

A Little                     9.5 12.8 10.1 11.4 11.4 11.2 
Fair Amount                     6.3   4.9   6.9   3.7   4.7   5.1 
A Lot                      8.8   7.2   8.1   5.9   7.3   4.7 
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14. That you might get AIDS or another sexually transmitted disease 7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th     
             Not At All                   80.5 76.7 74.6 74.4 76.8 76.0 

A Little                      6.0   7.2   9.1 12.5 10.0 11.6 
Fair Amount                     5.4   5.0   5.9   4.6   3.8   5.5 
A Lot                       8.1 11.1 10.4   8.5   9.4   6.9 

15. Being pressured into having sex                7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Not At All                  79.5 76.4 73.1 78.1 77.0 84.4 
A Little                     7.8 11.1 13.1 11.7 10.3   7.6 
Fair Amount                    4.8   5.6   6.9   5.1   5.6   5.1 
A Lot                       7.9   7.9   6.9   5.1   7.1   2.9 

16. That no one loves or cares about you              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th  
    Not At All                  67.3 65.7 58.9 62.2 62.9 69.6 

A Little                   12.1 16.4 14.6 16.6 13.5 13.6 
Fair Amount                   7.1   5.8 10.4 11.2 10.5   6.6 
A Lot                     13.5 12.1 16.1 10.0 13.1 10.2 

17. That you may have an eating disorder              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Not At All                  75.6 76.1 71.7 75.1 75.4 86.6 
A Little                   10.8   9.4 14.6 13.0 11.7   5.8 
Fair Amount                    7.1   6.9   7.7   6.2   6.2   4.7 
A Lot                       6.5   7.6   6.0   5.7   6.7   2.9 
 

18. Being pressured into drinking or doing other drugs         7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th   
Not At All                   75.0 73.0 73.8 76.1 76.3 82.4 
A Little                    10.5 12.4 13.1 14.8 13.3 12.8 
Fair Amount                     4.4   5.6   6.4   4.5   6.5   2.2 
A Lot                       10.1   9.9   6.7   4.6   3.9   2.6 

 
The next two questions ask about tobacco use.  
 
19. How old were you when you smoked a whole cigarette          

for the first time?                7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
I have never smoked a whole cigarette          96.6 88.3 86.0 80.1 78.4 69.2 
8 years old or younger                    0.9   1.3   1.5   1.4    2.6   2.2 
9 or 10 years old                            0.6   1.1   2.5   1.4   1.5   1.5 
11 or 12 years old                     1.1   4.1   4.0   3.4   2.0   4.0 
13 or 14 years old                      0.8   5.2   5.0   8.3   6.7   6.2 
15 or 16 years old                        0.0   0.0   1.0   5.4   7.6 12.1 
17 years old or older                   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   1.2   4.8 

20. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you smoke             
       cigarettes?                         7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th                                                                                     

0 days                   98.3 92.9 89.5 90.9 84.8 83.2 
1 or 2 days                      0.4   3.1     4.4   2.3   4.7   5.8 
3 to 5 days                      0.2   1.1   1.0   0.3   0.6   1.5 
6 to 9 days                      0.2   0.7   1.5   2.0   0.6   2.2 
10 to 19 days                     0.4   0.7   0.5   1.7   2.9   0.4 
20 to 29 days                     0.0   0.6   1.1   0.3   1.8   0.7 
all 30 days                      0.5   0.9   2.0   2.5   4.6   6.2 
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The next five questions ask about drinking alcohol. This includes drinking beer, wine, wine coolers, and 
liquor such as rum, gin, vodka, or whiskey. For these questions, drinking alcohol does not include drinking a 
few sips of wine for religious purposes. 
 
21. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you have at  
       least one drink of alcohol?               7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

0 days                   94.8 90.7 81.0 77.3 66.4 63.3 
1 or 2 days                      2.6   4.9   10.8 13.1 16.1 17.8 
3 to 5 days                      1.0   1.6   1.8   3.7   5.6   7.6 
6 to 9 days                      0.6   0.4   2.2   2.6   5.0   6.2 
10 to 19 days                     0.4   1.1   2.7   2.5   2.6   2.2 
20 to 29 days                     0.0   0.2   0.3   0.6   1.4   1.1 
all 30 days                      0.6   1.1   1.2   0.2   2.9   1.8 

22. If you drink, how old were you when you had your first drink           
        of alcohol other than a few sips?            7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

I have never had a drink of alcohol               89.2  81.4 65.8 54.0 36.1 35.9    
8 years old or younger                  3.8   3.3   2.7   2.8   2.6   3.3 
9 or 10 years old                     2.7   3.1   3.9   3.4   1.5   0.4 
11 or 12 years old                     3.4   7.1   8.1   3.7   5.6   4.8 
13 or 14 years old                    0.9   5.1 19.0 23.6 18.8 21.6 
15 or 16 years old                    0.0   0.0   0.5 12.5 33.7 23.4 
17 years old or older                   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   1.7 10.6 

23. During the past 30 days, have you had 5 or more alcoholic drinks                 
       within a two or three hour period?                7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th                                               
    No                                               97.9 95.6 93.3 88.7 80.1 77.9  

Yes, once                      1.1   2.4   2.0   5.7   7.9   9.2  
Yes, 2 or 3 times                    0.2   0.9   3.5   4.2   7.9   8.5 
Yes, 4 or more times                  0.8   1.1   1.2   1.4   4.1   4.4 

24. If you drink, where do you usually get the alcohol that you  
drink?                        7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

I don’t drink alcohol               93.1 86.7 72.4 62.8 49.1 48.3 
From my house without parents knowing       1.9   4.0   4.4   6.3   5.7   4.8 
From a friend’s house, without their parents       0.2   2.5   5.9   9.8   9.9   5.9 

       knowing                           
Someone of legal age buys it for me or gives it      1.1   1.3   5.4   5.5 10.8 19.3 
   to me                               
I buy it at a store or bar                                             0.0   0.2   0.8   0.0   1.5   2.3 
My parents give it to me                 1.7   2.2   4.0   4.3   6.7   2.3 
My friend’s parents give it to me           0.6   0.2   1.2   0.9   2.0   0.4 
Some other source                  1.4   2.9   5.9 10.4 14.3 16.7 

25. During the past 6 months, have you driven or ridden in a car, 
   truck, boat, motorcycle,  ATV, or snowmobile, when the driver  
   had been drinking alcohol?                                              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

No                                  90.5 88.0 83.2 85.1 87.2 79.9 
Yes, once or twice                  6.3   8.4 11.9 10.0   7.3 15.8 
Yes, 3 to 6 times                                                            1.1   1.6   2.5   2.0   2.3   1.1 
Yes, 7 or more times                                         2.1   2.0   2.4   2.9   3.2   3.2 
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The next two questions ask about marijuana use. 
 
26. During the past 30 days, how many times did you use 

marijuana?                   7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
0 times                    95.6 92.0 86.0 79.3 76.7 68.6 

1 or 2 times                       1.5     2.4   3.7   6.5 10.8 10.5 
3 to 9 times                                                        0.2   1.6   3.4   4.5   2.9   6.6 
10 to 19 times                                           0.8   1.1   2.5   2.0   2.3   4.4 
20 to 39 times                                 0.6    1.8   1.5   2.6   0.9   2.2 
40 times or more                                     1.3   1.1   2.9   5.1   6.4   7.7 

27. If you have tried marijuana, how old were you when you tried  
marijuana for the first time?                                    7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

I have never tried marijuana                                 94.9 89.2 79.1 70.8 62.4 51.3 
8 years old or younger                   1.1   1.3   1.5   0.6   1.5   1.8 
9 or 10 years old                                  0.8   1.1   2.2   2.0   0.8   1.5 
11 or 12 years old                                       2.3   4.6   4.7   3.7   4.4   4.7 
13 or 14 years old                        0.9   3.8 11.6 16.4 10.8 16.4 
15 or 16 years old                                       0.0   0.0   0.9   6.5 19.0 19.6 
17 years old or older                                0.0   0.0   0.0   0.2   1.1   4.7 

How much do you think people harm themselves if they… 

28. Use alcohol regularly              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
    No Harm               10.5 13.1 10.1   7.4   9.4   4.4 
    Very Little Harm              10.7   9.4 14.6 10.0 11.7   9.2 
    Some Harm               33.1 34.5 35.5 35.7 40.6 45.1 
    A Lot of Harm               31.0 33.0 28.4 39.1 29.8 34.4 
    I Don’t Know               14.7 10.0 11.4   7.8   8.5   6.9 
 
29. Use tobacco regularly              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
    No Harm               10.7 12.7 13.1   8.5   9.1   6.9 
    Very Little Harm                7.4   9.4 11.1   8.0   7.9   5.8 
    Some Harm               20.4 19.8 23.2 20.5 22.9 23.3 
    A Lot of Harm               48.9 49.4 43.2 55.6 51.9 57.5 
    I Don’t Know               12.6   8.7   9.4   7.4   8.2   6.5 
 
30. Use marijuana regularly             7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
    No Harm               11.9 15.4 19.0 24.2 24.3 21.9 
    Very Little Harm                5.7   7.1 12.3 18.8 18.8   26.3 
    Some Harm               12.1 17.9 19.9 21.1 23.5 24.1 
    A Lot of Harm               53.3 45.5 35.5 25.9 26.4 21.2 
    I Don’t Know               17.0 14.1 13.3 10.0   7.0   6.5 

 
31. Use prescription drugs not prescribed to them       7th  8th  9th  10th 11th 12th  

  No Harm                 9.6 11.6   9.9   5.7   7.7     4.8 
    Very Little Harm                3.6   2.9   4.4   3.1   3.5   3.6 
    Some Harm                 8.3 14.5 14.3 15.7 13.5 11.7 
    A Lot of Harm               61.4 57.9 59.3 62.1 63.3 68.2 
   I Don’t Know               17.1 13.1 12.1 13.4 12.0 11.7 
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There are various influences in your life which help you make decisions. Below is a list of possible 
influences that may help you make decisions about not using or stopping the use of tobacco, alcohol, or 
drugs. To answer questions 32 and 33, mark which are the two strongest influences for you.  

32. Which influence is the strongest in your decision-making about 
       not using or stopping use of tobacco, alcohol or drugs?   7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Concern about health effects or addiction     49.0 45.5 39.7 34.6 39.2 39.6 
Family influence                23.9 20.3 27.3 21.7 22.8 18.3 
Friends’ influence                    3.5   4.9   5.6   7.6   5.9   5.9 
Concern about effects on school, athletic or       8.6 12.6 12.2 16.4 16.3 17.2 
   work performance                   
Church or religious beliefs                 4.5   3.0   3.5   5.6   3.0   3.7 
Laws, fears of getting caught                  5.9 10.0   7.6   9.1 11.0 13.2 
Counseling or treatment                  1.4   1.6   1.0   2.6   0.9   0.4 
Influence of substance abuse education in schools      1.2   1.2   0.8   0.6   0.6   1.0 
Special school assemblies on substance abuse      2.0   0.9   2.3   1.8   0.3   0.7 

33. Which influence is the second strongest in your decision-making 
        about not using or stopping use of tobacco, alcohol or drugs?   7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Concern about health effects or addiction     25.7 20.9 21.6 21.6 23.9 28.7  
Family influence                23.0 22.8 17.8 21.3 21.3 20.2 
Friends’ influence                  9.2 11.2 11.4 12.1   9.6 12.5 
Concern about effects on school, athletic      16.2 19.0 20.1 20.7 23.9 17.3 
   or work performance                    
Church or religious beliefs            6.2   3.3   4.8   3.8   2.7   3.7 
Laws, fears of getting caught            11.5 10.9 15.2 15.4 13.8 15.1 
Counseling or treatment                 4.1   4.3   3.6   1.8   1.8   1.5 
Influence of substance abuse education in schools    2.3   3.8   2.5   1.8   2.1   0.7 
Special school assemblies on substance abuse      1.8   3.8   3.0   1.5   0.9   0.3 

 
Please indicate how often you use each of the following substances.   

34. Methamphetamines (also called speed, crystal, crank or ice)   
including powder or crack             7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Never Used                  96.7 97.1 96.3 98.0 94.7 92.7 
Did Use, but stopped                   1.5    0.9   1.5   1.1   1.2   1.2 
A Few Times a Year                   0.8    0.7   0.8   0.3   0.9   1.8 
A Few Times a Month             0.2   0.4   0.5   0.3   1.5   1.8 
A Few Times a Week                   0.4   0.0   0.2   0.0   1.4   0.7 
About Every Day                          0.4   0.9   0.7   0.3   0.3   1.8 
 

35. Inhalants (sniffed glue, aerosol spray cans, etc.)      7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th          
Never Used                  96.1 92.4 93.3 95.7 92.3 94.9 
Did Use, but stopped                   1.7    2.7   3.5   1.7   3.5   3.3 
A Few Times a Year                   0.4   2.5   1.5   2.0   1.2   0.4 
A Few Times a Month             1.0   0.4   0.7   0.6   0.6   0.0 
A Few Times a Week                   0.4   0.7   0.5   0.0   1.5   0.4 
About Every Day                    0.4   1.3   0.5   0.0   0.9   1.0 
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36. Steroids without a doctor’s prescription  
 (pill form or by injection)                  7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
    Never Used                  97.7 97.8 97.0 98.3 95.3 96.4 

Did Use, but stopped                   0.8   0.9   1.0   0.0   1.2   1.1 
A Few Times a Year                    0.4   0.2   1.2   0.6   0.9   0.7 
A Few Times a Month             0.3   0.0   0.5   0.9   0.3   0.4 
A Few Times a Week                   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.2   0.0   0.3 
About Every Day                    0.8   1.1   0.3   0.0   2.3   1.1 

37. Prescription Drugs (such as OxyContin, Percocet,    
Vicodin, Codeine, Adderall, Ritalin, Xanax) 
without a doctor’s prescription             7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Never Used                  96.7 96.0 94.1 93.7 88.5 86.5 
Did Use, but stopped                   1.2    1.8   2.0   3.2   5.0   4.0 
A Few Times a Year                   0.2   1.3   1.5   1.7   2.6   3.3 
A Few Times a Month             1.4   0.0   1.0   1.1   1.2   2.9 
A Few Times a Week                   0.0   0.5   1.0   0.0   1.5   1.1 
About Every Day                    0.5   0.4   0.4   0.3   1.2   2.2 

38. Heroin or other Opiates              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Never Used                  97.9 97.3 96.3 98.3 94.7 95.3 
Did Use, but stopped                   0.4    0.7   0.5   1.4   1.2   1.1 
A Few Times a Year                   0.8   0.7   1.5   0.0   0.9   0.4 
A Few Times a Month             0.0   0.7   0.3   0.3   0.6   0.7 
A Few Times a Week                   0.4   0.0   0.2   0.0   0.9   0.7 
About Every Day                    0.5   0.6   1.2   0.0   1.7   1.8 

39. How often during the last  school year had you been high 
 on alcohol, marijuana, or any other illegal drug while at  
   school during school hours?             7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

0 times                   95.2 90.9 89.2 85.4 83.2 78.4  
1 or 2 times                     1.2    3.5   3.2   5.4   4.4   7.7 
3 to 9 times                      1.7   1.8   2.7   2.9   3.8   3.7 
10 to 19 times                    0.9   0.7   2.2   2.9   2.4   2.9 
20 to 39 times                    0.4   1.3   1.2   0.6   1.2   4.0 
40 or more times                   0.6   1.8   1.5   2.8   5.0   3.3 

 

How easy would it be for you to get each of the following?       

40. Beer, wine, or hard liquor                           7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Very Easy                  11.5 16.6 25.5 25.4 29.3 31.0 
Easy                    16.9 17.8 24.0 29.2 31.7 32.1 
Difficult                    15.5 16.0 13.9 14.2 15.0 16.1 
Very Difficult                  21.7 21.3 14.4 10.4   7.3   6.9 
I Don’t Know                 34.4 28.3 22.2 20.8 16.7 13.9 

41. Marijuana (pot, weed)                  7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th      
Very Easy                     6.7   8.8 18.0 25.9 23.1 34.3 
Easy                       3.1   8.6 14.6 22.8 25.7 26.6 
Difficult                       6.8   8.8 10.1 10.4 11.4   7.7 
Very Difficult                45.8 41.9 27.4 17.9 17.3 11.0 
I Don’t Know                37.6 31.9 29.9 23.0 22.5 20.4 
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42. Tobacco products                           7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th      
Very Easy                   8.3 13.8 19.0 23.0 26.6 33.7 
Easy                       6.6 12.9 18.0 22.7 20.5 22.0 
Difficult                       9.3 11.1 10.1 14.1 16.4 11.4 
Very Difficult                 38.7 32.6 25.7 17.8 12.6 12.1 
I Don’t Know                37.1 29.6 27.2 22.4 23.9 20.8 

Please read each statement carefully and decide whether you agree or disagree. Fill in the circles on the 
answer sheet that best describe your feelings.  
                   
43. I enjoy going to school.              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Strongly Agree                 20.9 15.9 15.4 11.4 11.4 12.8  
Agree                    50.2 45.8 43.8 44.6 49.7 50.4 
Disagree                   18.8 22.5 23.1 25.4 22.2 23.0 
Strongly Disagree                10.1 15.8 17.7 18.6 16.7 13.8 

44. Rules in my school are the same for everyone and 
        are enforced fairly.               7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Strongly Agree                 25.5 18.5 14.2   8.3   7.0   9.1 
Agree                    43.9 38.8 35.1 32.9 31.4 39.0 
Disagree                   22.0 26.0 29.6 32.0 27.6 24.5 
Strongly Disagree                  8.6 16.7 21.1 26.8 34.0 27.4 

45. I feel safe in my school.                               7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th   
Strongly Agree                 36.7 26.5 21.1 17.7 17.3 27.6 
Agree                    48.2 48.0 47.4 58.3 55.0 56.7 
Disagree                   10.0 13.0 21.1 14.6 17.5   9.9 
Strongly Disagree                    5.1   12.5 10.4   9.4 10.2   5.8 

46. My teachers generally care about me and how  
        well I do in school                   7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Strongly Agree                 39.7 29.2 27.6 19.7  22.0 32.1 
Agree                    45.5 49.3 47.8 58.4 53.7 51.5 
Disagree                     9.6 12.2 14.9 14.0 15.8 11.7 
Strongly Disagree                    5.2   9.3   9.7   7.9   8.5   4.7 

47. Teachers in my school treat me with respect          7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th   
Strongly Agree                 39.2 29.7 26.5 20.1 23.6 25.1 
Agree                    47.7 51.0 46.0 57.9 54.4 57.8 
Disagree                     8.5 11.5 17.7 15.5 13.8 11.6 
Strongly Disagree                    4.6   7.8   9.8   6.5   8.2   5.5 

 
48. I treat teachers in my school with respect              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Strongly Agree                 51.3 40.0 38.6 32.7 39.9 41.4 
Agree                    43.9 52.3 52.2 57.3 51.0 52.4 
Disagree                      2.3   4.5   5.0   6.6   6.2   2.9 
Strongly Disagree                   2.5   3.2   4.2   3.4   2.9   3.3 
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49. Which do you think you will likely do after you finish 
 high school?                      7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Go to a vocational/technical school          8.5   6.1   9.7   6.9 10.6 12.0 
   or 2 year college                             
Go to a 4 year college/university        52.6 57.0 57.4 64.3 66.1 68.2 
Go to work full-time               3.6   4.5   6.7   4.0   8.6   5.9 
Join the military              10.2 10.9   8.0   6.9   5.0   5.9 
Get married and be supported by my          
   husband/wife                1.5   0.9   0.8   1.2   0.5   0.7 
Go on public assistance (welfare)          0.4   0.4   0.7   0.0   0.0   0.7 
Don’t know yet             22.6 18.6 15.7 16.1   8.6   5.8 
Don’t plan to finish high school          0.6   1.6   1.0   0.6    0.6   0.8

            
50. How often in the past year have you missed school  

because you felt you would be unsafe at school or on your    
way to or from school?              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Once                 15.4 12.9 17.9 14.9 16.6 14.6
 Several Times                  3.4   7.2    6.0   6.0   7.1   2.9 

Many Times                2.5     3.6   3.2   3.2   3.9   3.3 
Never                 78.7 76.3 72.9 75.9 72.4 79.2 

Please read each statement carefully and decide whether you agree or disagree. Fill in the circles on the 
answer sheet that best describe your feelings.     

51. In my community, there are fun things for kids my age to do.    7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Strongly Agree              26.0 15.1   8.2 10.1   5.9   7.3 
Agree                  48.0 41.1 36.2 31.3 28.1 32.7 
Disagree                17.0 25.1 33.8 35.4 33.4 37.1 
Strongly Disagree               9.0 18.7 21.8 23.2 32.6 22.9 

52. In my community, there are opportunities for kids my age to  
earn money or find a job.                  7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th  

Strongly Agree              12.9  10.2 10.4   9.9 12.1 14.5
 Agree                 47.2 43.3 44.0 56.1 56.5 64.7 

Disagree                28.6 28.5 31.9 23.2 20.1 16.0 
Strongly Disagree             11.3 18.0 13.7 10.8 11.3   4.8 

53. I feel safe in my community.             7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Strongly Agree              28.4 20.0 17.0 13.4 15.1 20.7

 Agree                 51.0 46.5 47.5 58.1 55.8 63.3 
Disagree                14.3 22.0 25.8 20.6 20.5 11.6 
Strongly Disagree               6.3 11.5   9.7   7.9   8.6   4.4

  
54.  Adults in my community care about and value kids my age.    7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th

   Strongly Agree                25.2   17.4 14.6   9.5   8.9 13.1 
Agree                 54.3 48.4 45.7 49.7 45.1 50.4 
Disagree                13.4 20.5 28.1 29.6 28.8 27.7 
Strongly Disagree               7.1 13.7 11.6 11.2 17.2   8.8 
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55. If I had a problem, there are adults in my community who I         
could count on to help me.                  7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Strongly Agree              43.6 31.7 24.7 27.2 22.8 24.7 
Agree                 39.7 44.7 50.9 48.8 51.6 52.7 
Disagree                  8.9 12.5 12.8 17.2 14.0 15.3 
Strongly Disagree                   7.8 11.1 11.6   6.8 11.6   7.3 

 
Please indicate whether or not your school or community offers specific help to teenagers for each of these 
concerns. You don’t need to have used or sought help for these, but it is important that you base your 
answers on specific groups, programs or agencies that you know provide help for each of these issues.  

56. Pregnancy/birth control/abstinence counseling       7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
No Help Offered             16.3 15.4 18.0 12.5 14.2 15.8 
No Help Offered, but Help is Needed         3.0   7.2   4.0   7.7   9.6   8.8 
Help Offered              14.4 21.4 21.9 30.3 33.7 35.2 
Don’t Know              66.3 56.0 56.1 49.5 42.5 40.2 

57. Sexual/physical abuse              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
No Help Offered                15.8 15.6 18.3 11.6 14.5 13.6 
No Help Offered, but Help is Needed         4.0   6.1   4.2   5.0   9.1   7.3 
Help Offered               22.1 29.1 27.5 33.2 33.3 32.6 
Don’t Know               58.1 49.2 50.0 50.2 43.1 46.5 

58. Alcohol/drug abuse               7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
No Help Offered                 16.2 13.7 17.8 10.7 14.2 13.2 
No Help Offered, but Help is Needed         4.2   8.8   5.5   5.9 10.6   8.1 
Help Offered               21.5 26.3 30.2 35.5 35.0 35.5 
Don’t Know               58.1 51.2 46.5 47.9 40.2 43.2 

59. Depression or thoughts of suicide           7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
No Help Offered                14.5 15.4 14.8   9.2 13.6 11.8 
No Help Offered, but Help is Needed         5.2 11.9 10.3   8.3   9.9   9.6 
Help Offered               24.7 31.7 34.7 41.4 42.2 39.1 
Don’t Know               55.6 41.0 40.2 41.1 34.3 39.5 

Please read each statement and decide if you agree or disagree. Fill in the numbered circles on your answer 
sheet that represent how you feel.     

                                          
60. I feel safe in my home              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th     

Strongly Agree                    70.5 68.3 64.6 59.8 66.7 69.4 
Agree                  23.6 25.4 25.9 33.7 24.7 23.2 
Disagree                  3.7   3.2   5.8   4.1   3.6   4.4 
Strongly Disagree               2.2   3.1   3.7   2.4   5.0   3.0 

61. I can turn to my parent(s) if I have a serious personal          
problem and need someone to talk to.          7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Strongly Agree                58.8 55.0 49.8 42.6 47.5 49.8 
Agree                   29.3 28.6 28.5 35.3 30.2 29.3 
Disagree                    7.0   8.8 12.5 14.7 11.0 13.9 
Strongly Disagree               4.9   7.6   9.2   7.4 11.3   7.0 
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From your point of view, indicate how much the following are true for you. If you do not live with your 
mother or father, answer about the male or female adult you live with.                
My parent(s)…                
 
62. …set clear rules for me to follow           7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Never                        4.5   3.7   6.8   3.2   4.5   5.9 
Occasionally              18.5 18.5 21.8 28.8 27.4 28.8 
Often                  30.4 29.9 30.1 30.9 29.2 33.6 
Always                46.6 47.9 41.3 37.1 38.9 31.7 

63. …discipline or punish me when I break the rules       7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Never                     9.6   7.3 12.3   9.4 12.7 14.4 
Occasionally              26.5 30.4 28.7 37.8 29.2 33.7 
Often                 31.2 29.1 25.2 27.7 30.4 26.0 
Always                32.7 33.2 33.8 25.1 27.7 25.9 

64. …expect me to call or text if I am not at home        7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Never                   10.2   6.4   8.8   4.1   5.8   5.9 
Occasionally              10.1 10.4 10.6 11.5 11.3 13.7 
Often                 17.9 18.0 16.4 20.1 20.2 19.9 

     Always                61.8 65.2 64.2 64.3 62.7 60.5 

65. …know my friends                7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Never                     3.6   5.5   8.1   4.4   3.9   3.3 
Occasionally                11.6 14.0 15.6 13.3 15.5 13.7 
Often                 28.0 30.7 26.2 35.1 33.9 35.6 
Always                56.8 49.8 50.1 47.2 46.7 47.4 

66. …usually know what I am doing after school        7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Never                     4.3   3.7   5.8   4.1   4.6   5.2 
Occasionally                7.5 10.3 11.9 10.6 10.9 11.9   
Often                 19.5 20.9 26.0 30.1 30.4 34.9 
Always                68.7 65.1 56.3 55.2 54.1 48.0 

67. …ask me where I’m going when I go out         7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Never                     4.9   5.5   7.1   2.4   4.6   3.7 
Occasionally                   7.1   6.2   4.9   6.5   8.9   7.0 
Often                 11.4 12.2 12.9 15.1 15.3 17.4 
Always                76.6 76.1 75.1 76.0 71.2 71.9 

68. …care about and encourage me in my interests and activities   7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Never                      5.6   4.4   9.9   5.9   6.7   7.8 
Occasionally                 7.1   8.1 11.7 10.6 12.5 11.8 
Often                    19.4 20.1 16.8 26.0 20.7 22.1 
Always                   67.9 67.4 61.6 57.5 60.1 58.3 

69. …are interested and encourage me in my school work     7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Never                     4.3   6.5   7.4   6.2   7.9   7.3 
Occasionally                   5.9   6.2 11.4 12.2 10.4 13.7 
Often                 16.0 16.0 16.5 20.2 15.6 24.4 
Always                73.8 71.3 64.7 61.4 66.1 54.6 
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How often in the past year have you had a talk with at least one parent or adult you live with about each of 
the following?                          
 
70. Risks of smoking, drinking, or taking drugs        7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Never                 49.1 39.5 42.3 38.8 31.8 31.6 
Rarely                    18.8 22.1 21.0 21.3 20.9 23.4 
Sometimes                 20.6 23.7 22.3 26.0 26.4 33.1 
Often                      8.1   8.9   8.9 10.1 14.5   8.2 
Very Often                 3.4   5.8   5.5   3.8   6.4   3.7 

71. The risks of being sexually active (AIDS, HIV, STDs,             
pregnancy, birth controls, etc.)           7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Never                 61.9 51.6 49.0 39.0 36.4 35.6 
Rarely                17.5 19.2 19.4 22.2 17.9 27.4 
Sometimes                 12.7 16.8 18.1 24.9 23.0 27.0 
Often                      6.0   6.6   8.2   9.5 14.2   5.6 
Very Often                 1.9   5.8   5.3   4.4   8.5   4.4 

72. About your family’s history, faith and/or values      7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Never                  23.0 21.9 29.8 26.8 21.2 23.0 
Rarely                 20.6 22.6 23.0 22.0 22.4 25.3 
Sometimes                 29.1 25.9 25.8 25.9 25.8 25.2 
Often                    18.8 20.0 13.0 15.8 19.1 15.3 
Very Often                 8.5   9.6   8.4   9.5 11.5 11.2 

73. About my job or education plans after high school      7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th  
    Never                      21.8 15.8 17.4 14.8   9.4   8.9 

Rarely                   18.6 17.2 11.5 13.0 10.3   7.0 
Sometimes                  28.5 26.1 26.1 24.0 18.6 15.2 
Often                    18.8 21.6 25.6 24.6 30.1 34.8 
Very Often                  12.3 19.3 19.4 23.6 31.6 34.1 

For the next four questions, please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statements.  
Answer these questions about the adults you live with most of the time.  
 
74. My parents think youth my age should wait to have  

sexual intercourse.               7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Strongly Agree              77.6 66.7 51.8 42.1 34.6 26.6 
Agree                     14.1 24.1 35.1 42.4 45.4 46.8 
Disagree                  3.8   4.0   9.8 10.4 14.8 20.9 
Strongly Disagree               4.5   5.2   3.3   5.1   5.2   5.7 

75. My parents think youth my age shouldn’t drink alcohol.    7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Strongly Agree              81.1 71.1 55.9 45.8 38.1 31.8    
Agree                    13.7 20.2 32.5 41.8 42.7 44.6 
Disagree                     1.8   3.8   8.0   8.8 14.6 19.1 
Strongly Disagree               3.4   4.9   3.6   3.6   4.6   4.5 

76. My parents think youth my age shouldn’t use tobacco products.  7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th

   Strongly Agree              85.8 74.1 66.1 59.3 58.6 46.4   
Agree                    10.0 18.3 25.4 33.1 32.3 41.6 
Disagree                     0.6   3.1   4.4   4.0   6.4   6.7 
Strongly Disagree               3.6   4.5   4.1   3.6   2.7   5.3 
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77. My parents think youth my age shouldn’t use marijuana.    7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th

   Strongly Agree              86.7 73.0 66.8 56.9 53.1 44.0   
Agree                      8.1 17.6 24.7 33.3 33.8 39.1 
Disagree                     1.2   4.2   4.1   4.6   8.8 10.2 
Strongly Disagree               4.0   5.2   4.4   5.2   4.3   6.7 

 
78. How many times in the past five years have you had to  

change schools because you moved to a different community 
or neighborhood?               7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

None                    72.3 77.3 77.9 76.2 80.0 83.6 
Once                 14.5 11.4 13.1 13.6 12.1   9.3 
Twice                   5.4   4.5   3.4   4.5   4.3   3.4 
Three times                    3.6   2.6   1.8   3.9   1.5   2.6 
Four times                   2.2   1.4   1.0   0.9   1.2   0.0 
Five times or more                2.0   2.8   2.8   0.9   0.9   1.1 

 
 
Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statements.   
 
79. I can turn to my friends if I have a serious personal problem  

and  need someone to talk with.           7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Strongly Agree              39.6 42.2 37.0 41.2   44.2 46.1 
Agree                    40.8 37.7 43.6 41.4 39.3 40.1 
Disagree                       12.6 13.0 12.5   9.9 10.4   9.7 
Strongly Disagree               7.0   7.1   6.9   7.5   6.1   4.1 

80. If  I wanted to do something foolish or dangerous, my friends  
would try to stop me for my own good.         7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Strongly Agree              50.7 41.4 32.5 27.8 27.4 30.2 
Agree                 35.6 39.5 43.5 51.2 46.2 47.0 
Disagree                         9.4 13.9 16.9 15.9 16.9 15.3 
Strongly Disagree               4.3   5.2   7.1   5.1   9.5   7.5 

 
81. My friends think postponing sexual intercourse until after high   

school is a good idea.               7th  8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Strongly Agree              51.1 36.8 23.6 11.9 11.8   9.5  
Agree                 31.3 34.9 36.9 32.7 26.3 18.3 
Disagree                       10.6 19.9 27.8 37.0 40.0 43.5 
Strongly Disagree               7.0   8.4 11.7 18.4 21.9 28.7 

 
82. My friends feel it is important to get good grades and work     
    hard in school.                 7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Strongly Agree                44.1 35.9 29.7 27.1 23.4 27.1 
Agree                 44.1 44.7 51.9 53.1 59.6 55.3 
Disagree                  8.5 14.1 13.4 17.1 12.6 13.4 
Strongly Disagree               3.3   5.3   5.0   2.7   4.4   4.2 
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83. My friends think you don’t need to drink or do drugs in     
order to have a good time.             7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Strongly Agree              64.7 54.2 37.6 29.7 22.5 26.0 
Agree                    27.4 33.0 47.0 45.6 50.3 38.5 
Disagree                     4.4   9.4   9.7 16.8 18.3 23.7 
Strongly Disagree               3.5   3.4   5.7   7.9   8.9 11.8 

84. My friends and I talk about going to college or getting a     
job after high school.              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Strongly Agree              34.4 34.9 32.5 32.4 34.8 38.1   
Agree                  41.3 42.6 45.5 48.9 50.2 50.2 
Disagree                    18.2 16.5 15.2 13.2   9.7   5.7 
Strongly Disagree               6.1   6.0   6.8   5.5   5.3   6.0 

85. My friends feel it is important to help others and contribute     
to our community.               7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Strongly Agree              29.8 23.1 17.1 14.5 12.0 12.2 
Agree                 49.2 47.1 52.2 47.1 52.2 46.4 
Disagree                    15.8 23.1 22.0 28.0 24.5 31.2 
Strongly Disagree               5.2   6.7   8.7 10.4 11.3 10.2 

86. I let my friends talk me into doing things I really don’t want  
to do.                   7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Strongly Agree              11.1   9.9   7.9   7.1    7.9   8.4  
Agree                   9.6 10.9 16.7 13.5 15.1 13.4 
Disagree                    31.3 38.9 33.9 42.2 36.6 42.9 
Strongly Disagree             48.0 40.3 41.5 37.2 40.4 35.3 

 
Fill in the responses on your answer sheet that best describe your situation or feelings. 

 
87. Who do you generally talk to when you have a problem?    7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

A friend                 30.3 39.1 44.6 45.4 48.2 56.5 
An adult friend                      4.2   3.2   3.9   4.4   3.9   3.8 
A parent/step-parent            44.2 32.5 26.3 22.7 20.0 16.8 

      A brother/sister                    6.3   6.6   7.2   5.0   5.5   7.2 
     An adult relative (not a parent or step-parent)      1.7   1.0   1.1   2.2   2.3   0.4 
      A school staff person (teacher,           0.9   1.0   0.6   1.3   1.3   0.8 

   guidance counselor, etc.)                       
        A counselor or religious leader           0.9   1.2   0.5   1.3   1.2   1.1 
        An adult leader (e.g. 4-H, church youth group,      0.4   0.2   0.3   0.7   0.3   0.4 

   scouts, coach, etc.)                            
No one, because I can’t or don’t want to       8.4 12.3 11.4 14.8 13.5   9.9 

      No one, because I have no one to talk to        2.7   2.9   4.1   2.2   3.8   3.1 

88. During the past year, have you seriously thought about      
   running away from home?              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

No                  71.2 64.2 61.3 66.0 69.8 77.0 
Yes, once                18.9 18.8 21.0 16.4 13.8   8.7 

    Yes, more than once              9.1 14.4 14.7 16.1 14.5 11.7 
I did run away                  0.8   2.2   2.7   1.2   1.6   1.5 
I did not live at home during the last year       0.0   0.4   0.3   0.3   0.3   1.1 
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89. During the past 6 months, have you felt depressed, helpless,  
hopeless or very sad for a period of 2 weeks or longer?     7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th     

    No                     75.9 69.0 62.3 58.9 60.3 64.5
    Yes                           24.1 31.0 37.7 41.1 39.7 35.5 

 
Sometimes people feel so depressed and hopeless about the future that they may consider attempting suicide, 
that is, taking some action to end their own life. The next six questions ask about suicide. 
 

 
90. During the past 12 months, did you ever seriously consider     
   attempting suicide?               7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

No                     90.6 83.0 78.8 79.9 76.8 84.8 
Yes                       9.4 17.0 21.2 20.1 23.2 15.2 

91. During the past 12 months, did you make a plan about how    
 you would attempt suicide?             7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

No                     93.8 87.6 82.6 86.5 84.0 89.7     
Yes                        6.2 12.4 17.4 13.5 16.0 10.3 

92. During the past 12 months, how many times did you actually    
attempt suicide?                7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

0 times                    95.8 91.0 88.5 92.5 88.6 93.6 
1 time                        1.9   5.1   4.7   3.2   6.0   3.0 
2 or 3 times                     1.7   2.4   5.0   3.4   2.9   2.6 
4 or 5 times                     0.4   0.5   0.6   0.3   1.9   0.4 
6 or more times                0.2   1.0   1.2   0.6   0.6   0.4 

93. If you attempted suicide during the past 12 months, did any attempt  
  result in an injury, poisoning, or overdose that had to be treated  
 by a doctor or nurse?              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

I did not attempt suicide during the past      89.4 84.9 85.6 88.7 86.9 91.3 
   12 months        

   Yes                     1.5   3.7   4.5   2.8   3.5   1.1 
   No                       9.1 11.4   9.9   8.5   9.6   7.6 
 

94. If you have had thoughts about committing suicide, what was the  
main reason you had these thoughts the last time?    7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

I do not have these thoughts         83.2 74.8 72.3 69.8 68.6 76.4    
Because of a failed relationship            1.8   2.2   4.9   1.6   5.5   3.9  
I had problems with my parents or home life      3.3   5.4   6.9   8.0   5.5   4.3 
Because of pressure to perform at school        1.6   1.7   1.4   3.8   2.6   1.5 
   (grades, tests, homework, etc.)  
I felt too much pressure about something in my life    2.7   3.7   2.3   1.6   3.3   1.5 
   (like school, sports, or work)     
I had been verbally abused or harassed by someone    1.3   2.2   1.7   1.6   1.9   0.0 
I had been physically or sexually abused           0.2   0.4   0.9   0.6   0.7   0.0 
Because I have a drug or alcohol addiction problem    0.2   0.7   0.6     0.0   0.0   0.4 
I had feelings of alone-ness or isolation        3.5   5.0   4.6   8.9   6.1   8.1 
Because of some other reason             2.2   3.9   4.4   4.1   5.8   3.9 
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95. If you have had thoughts about committing suicide, what do you     
usually do in response to those thoughts?        7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

I do not have these thoughts         83.0 74.8 72.5 70.3 68.2 71.9 
I do nothing when I have these thoughts       5.3   5.4   8.7   6.4   5.4   4.9 
I try to solve my own problems but I         5.8   6.9   4.6   8.9   6.8   6.5 
   don’t talk to anyone                        
I withdraw from people and activities          0.9   3.7   5.2     7.0   7.1   4.2 
I drink or use other drugs              0.4   2.2   1.4   1.3   1.9   4.6 
I talk to a parent or other caring adult        1.1   0.5   0.9   1.0   1.3   1.9 
I talk to a teen friend                2.4   4.3   3.2   3.2     6.8   4.2 
I seek professional help                0.2   0.5   0.0   0.0   0.6   1.1 
I call an appropriate hotline               0.0   0.0   0.3   0.0   0.3   0.0 
I make a plan for how I would do it           0.9   1.7   3.2   1.9   1.6   0.7 

The next set of questions asks about sexual activity.         

96. If you have ever had sexual intercourse, how old were you                      
 the first time?                 7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

never had sexual intercourse          95.6 89.9 80.9 68.9 56.4 45.4 
11 or under                 2.4   2.2   2.0   1.9   3.2   3.4 
12                       1.3   2.9   2.3   1.9   1.9   2.3 
13                       0.7   3.7   7.2   3.8   5.1   1.9 
14                      0.0   1.3   6.7 11.9   6.7   9.5 
15                      0.0   0.0   0.9 10.3 13.2 10.7 
16                      0.0   0.0    0.0   1.3 13.2 19.5 
17 or older                 0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.3   7.3 

97. If you have ever had sexual intercourse, why did you decide 
 to have sexual intercourse the first time?        7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

I have never had sexual intercourse        95.5 89.7 79.4 68.6 55.8 45.8 
I didn’t decide, it just happened          1.8   2.9   6.0    8.4 11.9 10.0 
I didn’t decide, someone forced me         0.9   1.0   1.1   1.9   1.9   1.2 
I was curious to see what it was like         0.9   2.5   2.3   3.2   8.0 14.6 
I was in love with the person             0.7   1.9   8.6 15.4 17.6 23.4 
I wasn’t in control, due to the use of alcohol       0.2   0.5   0.6   0.6   0.6   2.7 
   or drugs      
Other                    0.0   1.5   2.0   1.9   4.2   2.3 

For the purpose of this survey, abstinence is refraining from having sexual intercourse until you are married. 
                   
98. If you are currently sexually active, how often is some form of birth  

control, such as condoms, birth control pills, or Depo-Provera (or,               
other injectable birth control) used to prevent pregnancy?   7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

I have never had sexual intercourse        95.9 89.4 77.5 69.0 55.7 45.4 
I am currently abstinent                 0.2   3.5   5.2   5.8   6.8   3.8 
Never                       1.6   2.2   4.6   2.6   4.5   5.0 
Sometimes                     0.7   1.7   2.6   3.2   5.5   7.3 
Always                      1.6   3.2 10.1 19.4 27.5 38.5 
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99. If you are sexually active, how often is a condom used for 
 protection against sexually transmitted disease?      7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

I have never had sexual intercourse        96.1 90.3 78.7 68.6 56.3 46.9 
I am currently abstinent             1.4   2.2   4.1   5.5   6.2   3.9 
Never                      1.1   1.3   2.9   2.9   6.8   8.1 
Sometimes                   0.7   3.0   2.3   4.5   9.7 15.5 
Always                   0.7   3.2 12.0 18.5 21.0 25.6 

100.  If you are sexually active, do you drink or use drugs before  
  you have intercourse?              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

I have never had sexual intercourse       96.2 91.4 80.6 70.3 58.6 49.2 
Never use before intercourse           2.0   6.1 13.5 21.8 28.8 27.7 
Sometimes use before intercourse          1.1   2.0   4.7   7.2 10.0 20.3 
Always or almost always use before          0.7   0.5   1.2   0.7   2.6   2.8 
  intercourse            

There are various influences in your life which help you make decisions. Below is a list of possible 
influences that may help you make the right decisions for you about your sexual activity. To answer 
questions 101 and 102, mark on the answer sheet which are the two strongest influences for you. 

101. Which influence above is the strongest in your  
decision-making about sexual activity?         7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Concern about health risks or pregnancy     34.0 36.3 37.0 34.4 33.9 35.8 
Family influence             18.7 16.3 17.1 17.1 13.4 11.0 
Friends’ influence               2.7   4.9   6.4   5.0   6.4   4.3 
Concern about risks to your future plans        5.3   7.6   8.3   5.7   7.0   8.7 
   for career or education  
Church or religious beliefs            2.2   3.0   1.8   5.3   2.7   4.3 
Influence of sex education/health class/         1.9   3.5   2.8   1.3   2.0   2.1 
   family life education in school     
A service, program, activity or club in         0.2   1.1   0.0   0.7   0.0   0.0 
   the community          
I am not/have not been in love with anyone       4.4   5.4   4.9   7.7 10.1 10.6 
Don’t need it/not interested in it now        26.5 16.0 13.5 11.4   9.7   5.1 
Other                   4.1   5.9   8.2 11.4 14.8 18.1 

102. Which influence above is the second strongest in your 
 decision-making about sexual activity?         7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Concern about health risks or pregnancy     22.0 16.0 19.7 16.9 17.5 17.9 
Family influence             15.4 17.7 18.5 18.0 19.9 13.9 
Friends’ influence                7.9 10.3 10.2 10.5 10.4   6.3 
Concern about risks to your future plans for     10.6 14.1 14.2 13.6 12.1 19.0 
   career or education  
Church or religious beliefs             4.0   3.8   3.1   3.1   3.7   3.2 
Influence of sex education/health class/         2.5   5.4   3.1   3.0   1.7   2.0 
   family life education in school    
A service, program, activity or club in         1.2   1.9   0.6   0.0   1.3   0.4 
   the community             
I am not/have not been in love with anyone       9.4   4.9   6.5   6.8   5.4   5.2 
Don’t need it/not interested in it now        18.6 16.8 12.4 11.2   9.1 10.3 
Other                    8.4   9.1 11.7 16.9 18.9 21.8 
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Sexual harassment is unwanted sexual attention such as sexual comments, jokes, graffiti, blocking or 
cornering. 
                
103. How often in the past year have you experienced some  
 form of sexual harassment from other youth?       7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Never                  91.7 85.7 82.2 80.3 76.7 84.5 
Once                      5.4   6.4   7.2 10.3   6.7   6.8 
2 or 3 times                    1.2   2.6   6.9   4.7   8.8   3.6 
4 times or more               1.7   5.3   3.7   4.7   7.8   5.1 

104. How often in the past year have you experienced some 
 form of sexual harassment from an adult?        7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Never                     97.4 94.9 92.5 93.4 88.2 90.0 
Once                      2.1   2.7   4.3   3.3   5.7   4.4 
2 or 3 times                    0.5   1.6   1.6   2.0   4.1   3.6 
4 times or more               0.0   0.8   1.6   1.3   2.0   2.0 

105. Has another teen ever done something sexual to you  
 that you didn’t want?              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

No                  94.7 86.2 88.1 84.0 79.2 81.2 
Yes, unwanted kissing             1.0   1.9   1.6   2.3   5.7   3.2 
Yes, unwanted touching              1.9   6.6   5.3   7.3   7.4   8.4 
Yes, unwanted kissing and touching          1.2   2.1   2.5   3.8   3.7   2.4 
Yes, unwanted sexual intercourse          0.7   2.1   1.2   2.3   2.3   1.6 
Yes, other                      0.5   1.1   1.3   0.3   1.7   3.2 

106. What was the relationship of this teen to you the last time 
 this happened?                7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

It has never happened           93.9 84.0 82.8 76.2 72.4 75.6 
A date, boyfriend or girlfriend            3.1   4.3   5.3   8.7   9.9   7.7 
A close or casual friend             1.9   5.6   8.1   9.4 13.3   7.3 
A stranger                   0.2   1.0   0.3   2.7   1.7   4.1 
A teen relative                0.2   1.1   1.3   0.3   1.0   1.6 
An ex-boyfriend or ex-girlfriend          0.7   4.0   2.2   2.7   1.7   3.7 

107. Has an adult ever done something sexual to you that  
you didn’t want?                7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

No                  97.6 96.2 94.1 95.0 92.9 93.1  
Yes, unwanted kissing               0.2   0.3   0.6   0.0   1.3   1.2 
Yes, unwanted touching             0.5   1.1   2.2   3.3   2.7   3.7 
Yes, unwanted kissing and touching         0.7   0.3   1.9   0.7   0.3   0.8 
Yes, unwanted sexual intercourse          0.5   1.3   1.2   0.3   1.4   0.4 
Yes, other                 0.5   0.8   0.0   0.7   1.4   0.8 

108. What was the relationship of this adult to you the last time 
 this happened?                7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

It has never happened           97.4 96.2 94.6 93.9 92.2 92.3  
A stranger                   1.4   1.1   2.2   1.0   1.7   2.5 
An adult friend or leader            0.2   0.5   1.6   1.4   3.1   0.8 
An adult I knew but did not consider a friend       0.5   0.3   1.3   1.4   2.0   2.0 
   or leader        
An adult relative                 0.5   1.1   0.3   1.7   1.0   2.0 
An adult boyfriend or girlfriend              0.0   0.8   0.0   0.6   0.0   0.4 
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109. Have you ever told anyone that you were physically hurt 
or received unwanted sexual activity?          7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

It has never happened           94.9 92.2 88.2 86.4 82.4 82.5  
Yes, I told a parent               1.5   2.2   3.2   2.7   4.4   5.3 
Yes, I told a school staff person          0.0   0.2   1.3   0.3   1.0   1.6 
Yes, I told a doctor, social worker or         0.2   0.5   0.3   0.3   0.3   0.0 
   religious leader               
Yes, I told an adult friend or youth group        0.0   0.0   0.3   0.0   0.7   0.8  
   leader          
Yes, I told a teen friend, but no adults          0.5   2.7   2.9   5.5   7.8   3.7 

   No, I never told anyone when it happened         2.9   2.2   3.8   4.8   3.4   6.1 

110. What happened as a result of telling someone about the 
 physical or sexual activity described above?       7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

It has never happened to me         93.9 89.2 87.1 85.2 81.6 80.7 
I told someone, action was taken, and it stopped     2.4   5.1   4.2   4.8   6.5   7.4 
I told someone, action was taken,           0.2   0.0   0.7   0.7   1.4   0.8 
   and it continued      
I told someone, no action was taken,          0.3   2.2   3.2   3.8   5.1   3.7 
   and it stopped      
I told someone, no action was taken,          0.3   1.1   0.6   1.7   2.0   2.9 
   and it continued    
I never told anyone              2.9   2.4   4.2   3.8   3.4   4.5 

111. Have you ever done something sexual with another person  
  that they didn’t want?              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Yes                   18.1 24.7 19.9 17.9 16.8 21.5 
No                  81.9 75.3 80.1 82.1 83.2 78.5 

The next set of questions asks about your personal experiences with violence and abuse. 
 

112. In the past year, have you been physically hurt by an  
adult at home  (i.e., beat up, hit with an object, kicked, etc.)?  7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

No                     89.3 89.5 87.4 88.4 90.0 90.5 
Yes, once                   6.5   6.1   7.0   7.4   6.9   5.8 
Yes, more than once              4.2   4.4   5.6   4.2   3.1   3.7 

113. In the past year, have you been physically hurt by another teen? 7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
No                  86.8 80.4 83.8 80.3 88.6 91.3 
Yes, once                 7.0 11.5   7.9 12.3   6.6   5.4 
Yes, more than once              6.2   8.1   8.3   7.4   4.8   3.3 

114. In the past year, have you been slapped, hit or kicked by a     
boyfriend/girlfriend?               7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

No                  95.8 92.5 93.7 89.8 88.2 92.5 
Yes, once                 3.2   4.7   4.0   5.3   4.5   4.2 
Yes, more than once              1.0   2.8   2.3   4.9   7.3   3.3 

115. Do you feel constantly teased, threatened or harassed                           
by other youth?                7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

No                     87.5 82.3 82.7 87.2 86.3 88.6 
Yes                    12.5 17.7 17.3 12.8 13.7 11.4 
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116. How often in the past 6 months have you used physical force  
or threatened people in order to win an argument or get  
your own way?                7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Never                   82.6 78.1 75.9 71.5 78.5 82.2 
Rarely                  13.9 12.4 17.1 17.1 13.5 10.7 
Occasionally                     3.0   5.9   3.0   7.1   5.9   3.0 
Often                      0.3   1.1   2.0   2.2   1.4   3.7 
Very often                 0.2   2.5   2.0   2.1   0.7   0.4 
 

117. In the past year, have you ever carried a weapon, such as a knife         
or club, on school property with the intent to harm someone or  
to protect yourself or others?            7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Never                    98.2 94.6 94.0 96.4 96.2 96.3 
Yes, once only                     1.3   2.6   3.3   0.7   1.7   0.8

 Yes, more than once              0.5   2.8   2.7   2.9   2.1   2.9 
 

118. In the past year, have you ever carried a gun on school  
property with the intent to harm someone or to protect 
yourself or others?               7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Never                    99.5 98.6 97.3 99.6 97.9 99.6 
Yes, once only                 0.5   1.4   1.7   0.4   0.7   0.4 
Yes, more than once              0.0   0.0   1.0   0.0   1.4   0.0 
 

119. In the past year, have you ever carried a weapon, such as  
a knife or club, in the community with the intent to harm 
someone or to protect yourself or others?        7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Never                 96.6 90.0 91.6 92.2 94.1 92.1 
Yes, once only                   2.1   3.7   4.4   1.8   2.8   2.5 
Yes, more than once              1.3   6.3   4.0   6.0   3.1   5.4 
 

120. In the past year, have you ever carried a gun in the  
community with the intent to harm someone or to protect  
yourself or others?               7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

Never                    97.1 96.8 96.6 98.6 96.1 98.0 
Yes, once only                2.1   2.9   2.4   0.7   2.8   0.8 
Yes, more than once              0.8   0.3   1.0   0.7   1.1   1.2 
 

121.  During the past 12 months, have you ever been electronically 
   bullied? (Includes being bullied through e-mail, chat rooms, 
   instant messaging, Web sites, or texting)         7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
     Yes                  42.3 46.7 46.7 45.8 50.2 47.7 

No                      57.7 53.3 53.3 54.2 49.8 52.3 
 
On average, you probably have a total of about 60 non-classroom hours of free time to pursue other activities 
each week. Here are some things teens do after school and on weekends.  
How many hours each week do you spend… 
                    
122. …staying at home with no adults present        7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

None                 20.0 17.4 15.4 12.0 11.6 11.1  
About 1 Hour                44.7 31.8 27.6 28.1 27.7 23.0 
2-10 Hours                   32.7 43.6 48.7 52.1 52.0 51.9 
11-20 Hours                    1.3   5.1   4.7   3.7   5.8   9.4 
More Than 20 Hrs.               1.3   2.1   3.6   4.1   2.9   4.6 
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123. …watching TV, playing video or computer games     7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

None                     8.6   4.8 12.2   7.9   6.5   8.6 
About 1 Hour                  35.8 32.0 23.8 29.3 24.7 23.2 
2-10 Hours               47.1 48.2 49.3 48.9 51.3 54.9 
11-20 Hours                    6.4   9.3   8.6 10.1 10.6   8.1 
More Than 20 Hrs.               2.1   5.7   6.1   3.8   6.9   5.2 
              

124. …doing homework or studying           7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
None                     7.5   7.6   9.0 11.0 10.3 10.3 
About 1 Hour                52.6 39.5 44.1 36.7 33.0 26.6 
2-10 Hours                   36.5 45.6 37.2 46.6 45.0 48.5 
11-20 Hours                 2.9   5.2   7.9   4.2   8.0   9.9 
More Than 20 Hrs.               0.5   2.1   1.8   1.5   3.7   4.7 

125. …talking or texting to friends on the telephone      7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
None                    26.1 13.9 13.4 14.8 12.0 10.3 
About 1 Hour                   43.8 32.7 30.4 23.2 22.3 18.1 
2-10 Hours                      23.7 34.9 34.1 39.9 30.3 44.0 
11-20 Hours                       3.7 11.7 11.2 12.2 19.3 16.4 
More Than 20 Hrs.               2.7   6.8 10.9   9.9 16.1 11.2 

126. …being online (chatting, surfing, etc.)         7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
None                    28.0 14.6 16.6 13.8 12.1 10.8 
About 1 Hour                 36.2 32.0 31.6 26.2 27.6 25.0 
2-10 Hours                     29.3 37.6 31.6 43.1 33.8 45.7 
11-20 Hours                    4.3   9.3 11.4 11.9 14.0 10.8 
More Than 20 Hrs.               2.2   6.5   8.8   5.0 12.5   7.7 
 

127. …dating a boyfriend/girlfriend or hanging out with friends     7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
None                 32.0 20.9 26.5 22.7 18.1 12.1 
About 1 Hour                22.7 15.5 15.4   9.2 15.2 11.7 
2-10 Hours                   33.6 44.6 35.3 40.0 41.3 43.5 
11-20 Hours                    7.6 10.4 12.5 15.0 12.5 14.2 
More Than 20 Hrs.               4.1    8.6 10.3 13.1 12.9 18.5 
 

128. …participating in school and community sponsored  activities   
    including clubs, dances, etc.              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

None                 35.7 27.9 32.1 32.9 29.8 27.6 
About 1 Hour                28.7 27.6 26.9 23.3 19.8 22.0 
2-10 Hours                   30.1 32.4 31.4 36.1 38.1 39.2 
11-20 Hours                      3.3   7.7   5.2   5.8   8.2   6.0 
More Than 20 Hrs.               2.2   4.4   4.4   1.9   4.1   5.2 

129. …participating in organized sports (school or community  
  sponsored  teams or contests)           7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

None                 26.3 26.5 29.2 29.2 30.8 32.3 
About 1 Hour                19.1 13.2 17.2 10.5 10.1   9.5 
2-10 Hours                  42.3 37.1 35.2 40.9 38.0 31.5 
11-20 Hours                    7.0 16.1   9.8 14.0 12.8 17.7 
More Than 20 Hrs.               5.3   7.1   8.6   5.4   8.3     9.0 
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130. …exercising for fun and fitness           7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
None                 17.8 17.9 21.6 22.1 25.6 25.4 
About 1 Hour                40.1 35.7 37.9 34.9 28.2 31.9 
2-10 Hours                   35.0 34.7 27.6 33.3 34.2 32.8 
11-20 Hours                      5.4   8.8   6.1   7.0   8.6   6.5 
More Than 20 Hrs.               1.7   2.9   6.8   2.7   3.4   3.4 

131. …doing fun things with your parent(s) or family      7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th   
None                 12.7 17.1 20.2 19.8 19.8 21.8 
About 1 Hour                35.6 26.2 32.8 33.7 28.2 28.8 
2-10 Hours                   39.6 42.6 39.3 37.8 42.0 41.0 
11-20 Hours                      9.0 10.2   5.4   6.3   6.9   5.8 
More Than 20 Hrs.               3.1   3.9   2.3   2.4   3.1   2.6 

132. …working at a job for pay             7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th   
None                 79.1 69.2 65.4 68.7 57.5 48.5 
About 1 Hour                10.6 12.9 13.7   8.3   8.0   7.4 
2-10 Hours                     8.9 12.6 14.1 17.4 22.0 21.4 
11-20 Hours                    0.6   4.6   3.4   3.2   9.1 18.8 
More Than 20 Hrs.               0.8   0.7   3.4   2.4   3.4   3.9 

133. …helping with family business or farm, or doing 
   household chores               7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 

None                 24.5 28.4 29.9 25.8 27.6 26.8 
About 1 Hour                51.3 41.1 37.5 42.5 39.8 32.5 
2-10 Hours                   19.9 22.4 23.4 25.8 26.5 34.6 
11-20 Hours                      2.9   5.4   4.2   4.8   3.8   3.9 
More Than 20 Hrs.               1.4   2.7   5.0   1.1   2.3   2.2 

134. …doing volunteer community service          7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
None                 70.0 59.1 57.8 55.2 50.8 38.4 
About 1 Hour                19.3 24.2 19.8 23.0 26.9 32.8 
2-10 Hours                     8.1 12.4 16.0 19.4 17.4 22.3 
11-20 Hours                      2.0   2.3   3.4   2.0   1.5   2.6 
More Than 20 Hrs.               0.6   2.0   3.0   0.4   3.4   3.9 

 
Fill in the circles on your answer sheet that best describes your situation or feelings. How helpful do you 
think each of these things are in keeping you from engaging in negative, illegal or harmful activities?  

135. Counselor/social worker you can talk with        7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Very Helpful              25.2 21.1 20.9 12.3 17.0 18.0 
Some Help                21.0 23.2 15.4 20.9 26.5 24.1 
Helpful                      24.4 22.8 21.8 24.1 18.2 18.4 
Minimal Help              10.2   9.1 13.8 12.3 14.8   9.6 
No Help                19.2 23.8 28.1 30.4 23.5 29.9 

136. Involved family/parents              7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th

   Very Helpful              46.9 41.5 34.8 34.5 39.2 36.8 
Some Help                16.5 15.5 19.0 17.9 20.9 17.1 
Helpful                      25.8 28.5 26.5 26.2 23.6 28.1 
Minimal Help                5.4   4.6   8.3 11.5   6.8   7.0 
No Help                  5.4     9.9 11.4   9.9   9.5 11.0 
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137. After school and weekend activities at school or  
in the community                7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th

    Very Helpful              29.3 28.7 23.2 23.4 30.7 22.4 
Some Help                23.3 17.7 22.0 19.0 21.8 21.9 
Helpful                   22.0 30.9 20.8 25.4 17.2 22.4 
Minimal Help              12.4   6.4 15.6 11.2 11.1 11.8 
No Help                13.0 16.3 18.4 21.0 19.2 21.5 

138. School programs concerning drug and alcohol prevention  
awareness (in-class instructions, assemblies)       7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th

   Very Helpful              29.3 22.1 17.5 14.9 20.8 16.7 
Some Help                23.3 16.8 16.7 16.5 17.2 15.4 
Helpful                  18.1 23.9 22.7 21.0 19.9 17.6 
Minimal Help              10.0 15.0 14.3 19.0 14.9 15.9 
No Help                19.3 22.2 28.8 28.6 27.2 34.4 

139. Opportunities to perform volunteer work         7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th

   Very Helpful              22.6 22.1 18.1 19.0 22.4 20.3 
Some Help                26.0 23.0 19.8 19.0 23.2 16.3 
Helpful                      20.2 23.9 24.6 19.0 19.7 24.2 
Minimal Help              11.3 11.4 12.5 18.5 12.4 15.9 
No Help                19.9 19.6 25.0 24.5 22.3 23.3 

140. Positive role models               7th   8th   9th   10th 11th 12th 
Very Helpful              45.7 44.0 35.6 40.0 42.1 36.2 
Some Help                15.4 18.4 20.1 15.8 18.3 19.5 
Helpful                   25.6 20.6 23.4 23.3 20.2 24.9 
Minimal Help                5.3   8.7   8.4   8.8   6.3   9.5 
No Help                  8.0     8.3 12.5 12.1 13.1   9.9 
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Appendix B 

 

Choose the one response which most closely describes you, your behavior, opinion or situation. 
 
1. What is your gender?        1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
 Male            46.1  50.4  49.9  49.0  47.9 

Female           53.9  49.6  50.1  51.0  52.1 

2. How old are you?         1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
 11 or younger              0.0      2.0      .6    1.4      .7 
 12              3.4      6.6  23.5  13.4  19.0 
 13            20.7  25.1    29.0  16.8  19.6 
 14              22.9  18.5  14.1  17.0  17.0 

15            15.1  18.2  12.9  16.7  15.0 
 16            21.8  18.9  13.1  19.0  15.2 

 17            13.0      7.8    5.2  13.0  11.1 
 18 or older            3.1      2.9    1.6    2.7    2.4 

3. What grade level or status below best     
   describes you?           1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

 7th              9.2  10.2   37.3  16.3  22.1 
 8th             35.7  35.7  28.7  16.4  19.1 
 9th              9.9    7.7    4.0  17.0  17.2 
 10th             24.3  26.6  20.6  17.9  14.9 
 11th            14.6  11.2    6.0  18.5  14.4 

 12th              5.6    4.9    3.4  13.9  11.6 

 other                .7    3.7    0.0    0.0      .7 

 

Answer these questions about your living situation. Remember that questions about your parents refer to 
the adults you live with most of the time. 

4. Who do you live with most of the time?     1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Two parents (biological or adoptive)    57.0  61.0  57.8  58.6  56.2 
A parent and a step-parent      14.9  15.4  15.5  13.3  13.7 
Father most of the time         4.7      4.5    3.8    5.1    4.7 
Mother most of the time       16.4  11.9  13.6  13.2  13.7 
Mother part of the time, father part of the time    3.8      4.1    6.4    5.6    7.4 
Relatives (aunt, uncle, grandparents, etc.)        2.3      2.1    2.1    2.3    3.1 

      Group home or foster home             -      .4      .6      .8      .6 
      Alone or with friends only           .9      .6      .2    1.1      .6 
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Answer these questions about the adults you live with most of the time. 

 

5. Which of the following describes the highest level of education    
  that was completed by either one of your parents?  1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
 No high school                .2    1.6    1.8    1.5    1.8 
 Some high school               7.6    7.5    6.6    7.4    8.6 
 High school graduate        22.7  19.3  17.3  14.7  14.2 

Some technical training or college courses   12.8    8.7    8.4    7.7    7.8 
 Two-year college graduate         10.3  11.6  10.4  10.2    9.2 
 Four-year college graduate      17.5  17.8  18.6  20.7  19.2  
 Master’s or doctorate degree      14.2  14.7  15.5  19.2  16.8 
 I don’t know          14.7  18.8  21.4  18.6  22.4 

6. Which statement is true for your family?    1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
We qualify for free lunch       16.7  12.8  16.9    -    23.4 
We qualify for reduced price lunch         8.4    8.2    8.0    -      7.5 

 We don’t qualify for free or reduced  
    price lunch          58.2  63.6  60.1    -  46.6 
 I do not know if we qualify for free or  
  reduced price lunch        16.7  15.4  15.0    -   22.5 
 
Fill in the circles on your answer sheet that best describe your situation or feelings.  
 

How much do you worry about the following issues?  

7. Getting good grades         1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Not At All              4.9    4.3    3.8    6.5    6.0 
A Little             14.4     15.7   15.0  11.4  11.3 
Fair Amount           41.8     40.2   40.8  36.4  34.7 
A Lot            38.9  39.8    40.4  45.7  48.0 

 
8. Not fitting in with the other kids at school    1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
  Not At All          41.1     29.4  30.8  35.7  36.2 

A Little           30.6     33.5  33.8  33.7  33.4 
Fair Amount         16.6    24.3  22.3  18.7  18.9 
A Lot           11.7     12.8  13.1  11.9  11.5 

 
9. Getting along with your parent(s)       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Not At All          20.7  19.4  20.2  24.9  23.9 
A Little           22.5  21.6  21.2  21.2  17.7 
Fair Amount         30.1  33.5  29.2  27.2  29.3 
A Lot           26.7  25.5  29.4  26.7  29.1 

 
10. How well your parents get along with each other  1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Not At All          43.9    27.2  26.9  35.1  30.9 
A Little           23.9   19.4     18.1  17.0  19.4 
Fair Amount         14.1    25.2     24.7  22.1  23.1 
A Lot            18.1    28.2     30.3  25.8  26.6 
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11. That your parent(s) drink or use drugs     1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Not At All          71.3   55.7     56.7  61.0  63.4 
A Little           13.1   19.7     18.6  16.9  17.6 
Fair Amount           7.7     9.9         9.5    9.9    8.0 
A Lot             7.9   14.7     15.2  12.2  11.0 

 
12. That your family has enough money to get by    1999 2003 2007 2010 2014     

Not At All          45.4    31.5  33.0  34.0  30.7 
A Little           23.9  20.8  17.3  20.9  19.6 
Fair Amount         16.7   25.6  25.8  24.7  26.5 
A Lot           14.0   22.1  23.9  20.4  23.2 
 

13. That someone at home will be hurt by another   
          person at home          1999  2003 2007 2010 2014     

Not At All          77.3  74.9     72.9  77.2  76.4 
A Little           13.0    12.6     12.2  10.1  11.0 
Fair Amount           4.7    5.1         5.9    4.7    5.3 
A Lot             5.0    7.4         9.0    8.0    7.3 
 

14. That you might get AIDS or another sexually   
           transmitted disease         1999 2003 2007 2010 2014     

Not At All          40.6    59.1  67.7  73.4  76.6 
A Little           26.6  18.8  16.1  12.0    9.1 
Fair Amount         15.4    9.9        7.1    5.8    5.0 

 A Lot           17.4  12.2    9.1    8.8    9.3 
 

15. Being pressured into having sex      1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Not At All           57.3  69.0  71.8  76.0  77.9 
A Little           24.0  17.0  14.7  12.4  10.0 
Fair Amount          10.2    8.1    6.8    5.2    5.5 
A Lot                8.5    5.9    6.7    6.4    6.6 
 

16. That no one loves or cares about you     1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Not At All          59.2  62.6  62.3  72.1  64.3 

   A Little           22.1  17.2   17.1  11.8  14.4 
Fair Amount           9.2    8.9    9.9    6.8    8.5 
A Lot              9.5  11.3  10.7    9.3  12.8 
 

17. That you may have an eating disorder     1999  2003 2007 2010 2014 
Not At All          77.3  73.4  77.6  81.4  76.2 
A Little           13.3  13.9   11.7    9.5  11.0 
Fair Amount           4.5    6.9    5.5    3.9    6.6 
A Lot             4.9    5.8    5.2    5.2    6.2 
 

18. Being pressured into drinking or doing other drugs  1999 2003 2007  2010 2014 
Not At All           57.1  61.4  67.7  72.9  75.6 
A Little           27.3  23.2   19.0  14.5  12.6 
Fair Amount          11.3    8.3    6.7    6.1    5.1 
A Lot                4.3    7.1    6.6    6.5    6.7 
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The next two questions ask about tobacco use.  

19. How old were you when you smoked a whole cigarette  
        for the first time?          1999 2003 2007  2010 2014 

I have never smoked a whole cigarette   48.6  66.7  81.9  80.3  84.3 
8 years old or younger           2.1    3.6    2.2    2.7    1.6 
9 or 10 years old           7.4     6.2    2.1    1.9    1.4 
11 or 12 years old         19.8    9.2    6.2    4.5      3.1 
13 or 14 years old           16.7    9.4    4.3    5.7    5.0 
15 or 16 years old               4.5    4.4    3.1    4.2    3.6 
17 years old or older            .9      .5      .2      .7    1.0 

20. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you  
         smoke cigarettes?             1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

0 days              -      82.6  91.4  87.9  90.7 
1 or 2 days             -      3.8    2.2    3.5    3.1 
3 to 5 days             -      2.5    1.0    1.1      .8 
6 to 9 days             -      1.4           .9    1.3    1.1 
10 to 19 days            -      1.9    1.0    1.0    1.0 
20 to 29 days            -      1.9      .6    1.2      .8 
All 30 days             -    5.9    2.9    4.0    2.5 
 

The next five questions ask about drinking alcohol. This includes drinking beer, wine, wine coolers, and 
liquor such as rum, gin, vodka, or whiskey. For these questions, drinking alcohol does not include 
drinking a few sips of wine for religious purposes. 

21. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you have   
at least one drink of alcohol?        1999 2003  2007 2010 2014 

0 days               -     -    -     -  81.0 
1 or 2 days              -     -    -     -    9.8 
3 to 5 days              -     -    -     -    3.1 
6 to 9 days              -     -    -     -    2.4 
10 to 19 days             -     -    -     -    1.9 
20 to 29 days             -     -    -     -      .5 
All 30 days              -     -    -     -    1.3 
 

22. If you drink, how old were you when you had your first  
         drink of alcohol other than a few sips?     1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

I have never had a drink of alcohol    41.0  47.6  62.6  56.4  64.3 
8 years old or younger         5.7    5.3     3.0    3.7    3.3 
9 or 10 years old           4.8    5.3    3.0    2.7    2.7 
11 or 12 years old         13.3  10.4     9.6    6.5    5.4 
13 or 14 years old        21.9     21.3   14.4  18.7  13.2 
15 or 16 years old        12.4         9.8    6.9  11.2    9.6 
17 years old or older               .9        .3      .5      .8    1.5 
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23. During the past 30 days, have you had 5 or more alcoholic         
drinks within a two or three hour period?    1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

  No               -  84.0   88.0  83.7  90.2  
Yes, once             -    6.8         6.2      6.2    4.1 
Yes, 2 or 3 times            -      6.1    3.8    5.7    3.6 
Yes, 4 or more times           -    3.1     2.0    4.4    2.1 

24. If you drink, where do you usually get the alcohol  
that you drink?          1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

I don’t drink alcohol        47.8  55.5  68.8  63.0  72.2 
From my house without parents knowing     6.2    6.0    4.3    4.8    4.2 
From a friend’s house, without their parents  
   knowing                4.3    7.4    4.6    6.0    5.1 
Someone of legal age buys it for me or gives  
   it to me          19.1   10.5    5.7  11.0    6.2 
I buy it at a store or bar           .5      .5      .3    1.0      .6 
My parents give it to me         7.1    8.4    4.3    3.5    3.4 
My friend’s parents give it to me        3.6    1.6    1.2    1.1      .9 
Some other source        11.4  10.1  10.8     9.6    7.4 

25. During the past 6 months, have you driven or ridden in a  
car, truck, boat, motorcycle, ATV, or snowmobile, when  
the driver had been drinking alcohol?       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

No            73.5  76.0  77.4  80.8  86.2 
Yes, once or twice        16.2  14.5  15.4  11.8    9.4 
Yes, 3 to 6 times           4.5    4.4    3.8    3.3    1.8 
Yes, 7 or more times          5.8    5.1       3.4    4.1    2.6 

The next two questions ask about marijuana use. 

26. During the past 30 days, how many times did you 
 use marijuana?          1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

0 times                -     -    -     -  84.8 
1or 2 times              -     -    -     -    5.2 

 3 to 9 times               -     -    -     -      2.9 
 10 to 19 times             -     -    -     -    1.9 
 20 to 39 times             -     -    -     -    1.5 

40 or more times             -     -    -     -    3.7 

27. If you have tried marijuana, how old were you when  
you tried marijuana for the first time?       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

I have never tried marijuana           67.0     71.5    83.1  74.8  77.5 
8 years old or younger         0.0        .9    1.2    2.1    1.3 
9 or 10 years old           1.3    1.4      .8    2.0    1.4 
11 or 12 years old           7.4    5.9    4.1    3.3    3.9 
13 or 14 years old         14.4  12.6    6.4    8.8    8.9 
15 or 16 years old            7.9     7.3    4.1    8.4       6.2 
17 years old or older             2.0      .4      .3      .6      .8 
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How much do you think people harm themselves if they… 

 
28. ...use alcohol regularly?        1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

 No harm             -     -     -     6.9   9.8 
 Very little harm            -     -     -     7.6 10.9 
 Some harm             -     -     -   34.4 36.5 
 A lot of harm            -     -     -   43.6 32.5 
 I don’t know            -     -     -     7.5 10.3 
 

29. …use tobacco regularly?        1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
 No harm             -     -     -    6.9  10.7 
 Very little harm            -     -     -    4.0    8.3 
 Some harm             -     -     -  19.6  21.5 
 A lot of harm            -     -     -  62.0  50.4 
 I don’t know            -     -     -    7.5    9.1 
 

30. …use marijuana regularly?       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
 No harm             -     -     -  10.6  18.7 
 Very little harm            -     -     -  10.8  13.4 
 Some harm             -     -     -  17.4  18.9 
 A lot of harm            -     -     -  52.7  36.9 
 I don’t know            -     -     -    8.5  12.1 

 
31. …use prescription drugs not prescribed to them?  1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

 No harm             -     -     -    -    8.8
 Very little harm            -     -     -    -    3.5 
 Some harm             -     -     -    -  12.7 
 A lot of harm            -     -     -    -  61.5 
 I don’t know            -     -     -    -  13.5 

 
There are various influences in your life which help you make decisions. Below is a list of possible 
influences that may help you make decisions about not using or stopping the use of tobacco, alcohol, or 
drugs. To answer questions 32 and 33, mark on the answer sheet which are the two strongest influences 
for you.  

32. Which influence below is the strongest in your  
         decision-making about not using or stopping use 
 of tobacco, alcohol or drugs?       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Concern about health effects or addiction   44.8      36.9   41.7  38.3  41.9 
Family influence         20.1      25.0  23.2  24.2  22.7 
Friends’ influence          8.8     8.5    8.3    7.3    5.3 
Concern about effects on school, athletic 
  or work performance            12.5  15.4  14.6  15.1  13.4 
Church or religious beliefs        2.5    2.9    3.0    2.7    3.9 
Laws, fears of getting caught         8.7          8.6    6.3    9.1    9.0 
Counseling or treatment              .5      .8      .7    1.4    1.4 
Influence of substance abuse education in schools     1.2      .8    1.2      .8    1.0 
Special school assemblies on substance abuse      .9          1.1    1.0    1.1    1.4 
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33. Which influence below is the second strongest in your  

decision-making about not using or stopping use of  
tobacco, alcohol or drugs?       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Concern about health effects or addiction   18.9     21.7   21.1  22.2  23.5 
Family influence         25.1     25.5    24.2  22.6  21.1  
Friends’ influence        13.8     13.9  13.1  13.5  10.9    
Concern about effects on school, athletic    
  or work performance       20.2     17.7  19.0  18.9  19.3  
Church or religious beliefs        3.2          3.0    3.3    4.0    4.3   
Laws, fears of getting caught      13.3     11.6  12.1  12.8  13.4    
Counseling or treatment         1.6    1.5    1.6    1.8    3.1  
Influence of substance abuse education in schools   2.3         2.6    2.9    2.1    2.2    
Special school assemblies on substance abuse      1.6         2.5    2.7    2.1    2.2    

 
Please indicate how often you use each of the following substances.  
      
34. Methamphetamines (also called speed, crystal,  

  crank or ice) including  powder or crack     1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Never Used               -     -     -  94.2  96.1 

  Did Use, but stopped           -        -     -    1.4    1.2 
A Few Times a Year            -     -     -      1.0      .8 
A Few Times a Month          -     -     -     1.1      .7 
A Few Times a Week           -     -     -      .4      .3 
About Every Day           -     -     -    1.9      .9 

  
35. Inhalants (sniffed glue, aerosol spray cans, etc.)  1999 2003 2007 2010 2014        

Never Used           87.0     91.0     92.2  91.3  94.1 
 Did Use, but stopped          9.4         4.4         3.7    3.6    2.6 

A Few Times a Year           2.5         3.2         2.0    1.9    1.3 
A Few Times a Month           .7      .7      .7      .9         .6 
A Few Times a Week           .4      .2      .4      .7      .6 
About Every Day          0.0      .5         1.0    1.6      .8 

 
36. Steroids without a doctor’s prescription (pill form 

or by injection)           1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
            Never Used           97.1 97.5  97.4  95.2  97.0 
  Did Use, but stopped           1.6   1.5      .8    1.2      .9 

A Few Times a Year              .5     .2      .5      .9      .6 
A Few Times a Month            .4     .3      .3      .5      .4 
A Few Times a Week          0.0     .3      .5      .5      .1 
About Every Day             .4     .2      .5    1.7    1.0 
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37. Prescription drugs (such as OxyContin, Percocet,  

Vicodin, Codeine, Adderall, Ritalin, or Xanax) without  
a doctor’s prescription        1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Never Used           88.3    89.1    94.6  89.3  93.3 
  Did Use, but stopped           5.2        4.3        2.1    3.6    2.5  

A Few Times a Year           3.4        3.4        1.2    2.8    1.6 
A Few Times a Month         2.2        1.7            .7    1.4    1.2 
A Few Times a Week            .7        1.1            .6      .8      .6 
About Every Day             .2            .4            .8    2.1      .8 

 
38. Heroin or other Opiates)         1999 2003 2007 2010 2014        

Never Used                 -       -     -     -  96.7 
Did Use, but stopped           -       -     -     -      .8 
A Few Times a Year              -       -     -     -      .8 
A Few Times a Month              -       -     -     -      .4 
A Few Times a Week          -       -     -     -      .3 
About Every Day             -       -     -     -    1.0 

 
39. How often during the last school year have you been high  

 on alcohol, marijuana, or any other illegal drug while  
 at school during school hours?      1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

0 times            79.6    81.5  87.5  84.2  88.0 
1 or 2 times             8.1        7.0        5.3    5.5    3.8 
3 to 9 times             5.6        5.3    2.7    4.3    2.7 
10 to 19 times           1.8        2.4    1.4    1.8    1.9 
20 to 39 times             1.8        1.3    1.0    1.1    1.3 
40 or more times           3.1        2.5    2.1    3.1    2.3 

 

How easy would it be for you to get each of the following?       

40. Beer, wine, or hard liquor       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Very Easy             -     29.7    26.6  26.9  21.9 
Easy              -     28.8    25.7  29.9  24.1 

 Difficult              -         5.1    13.0  14.0  15.1 
Very Difficult            -         9.1    14.6  13.3  14.9 
I Don’t Know            -     15.7    20.1  15.9  24.0 

41. Marijuana (pot, weed)        1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Very Easy             -     22.7    16.3  22.1  17.8 
Easy               -     19.2    12.1  16.4  15.3 
Difficult              -         4.1        7.9  10.5    9.0 
Very Difficult            -     20.7    34.7  28.2  29.3 
I Don’t Know            -     25.7       29.0  22.8  28.6 

42. Tobacco products         1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Very Easy             -      32.5     25.0  23.5  19.3 
Easy              -      19.1     15.0  18.5  15.8 
Difficult              -         6.5     11.3  12.7  11.9 
Very Difficult            -      14.5     24.7  24.7  25.0 
I Don’t  Know            -      18.9       24.0  20.6  28.0 
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Please read each statement carefully and decide whether you agree or disagree. Fill in the circles on the 
answer sheet that best describe your feelings.  
 
                   
43. I enjoy going to school        1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Strongly Agree         10.4  12.7  14.2  13.3  15.2 
Agree           54.8  46.9  52.4  53.8  47.2 
Disagree          23.5  25.2  22.0  21.0  22.1 
Strongly Disagree        11.3  15.2     11.4  11.9  15.5 

44. Rules in my school are the same for everyone and  
are enforced fairly         1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Strongly Agree         15.6  14.7  17.5  14.0  15.0 
Agree           32.6  37.4  43.0  42.7  37.2 
Disagree          30.8  29.1  24.7  25.4  26.7 
Strongly Disagree        21.0  18.8  14.8  17.9  21.1 

45. I feel safe in my school.        1999 2003 2007 2010 2014   
Strongly Agree         28.6  19.7  28.0  26.7  25.3 
Agree           54.1  55.9  54.8  56.5  51.3 
Disagree          12.1  18.0  11.8    9.8  14.2 
Strongly Disagree          5.2    6.4    5.4    7.0    9.2 

46. My teachers generally care about me and how well  
I do in school          1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Strongly Agree            -  23.8  31.7  26.6  29.2 
Agree              -  52.1  52.2  57.5  50.2 
Disagree             -  15.8  11.6    9.4  12.8 
Strongly Disagree            -    8.3    4.5    6.5    7.8 

47. Teachers in my school treat me with respect   1999 2003 2007  2010 2014  
Strongly Agree         23.0  22.5  28.9  27.4  28.5 
Agree           52.4  55.4  54.2  57.5  51.3 
Disagree          16.9  15.6  12.3    9.3  13.0 
Strongly Disagree          7.7    6.5    4.6    5.8    7.2 

48. I treat teachers in my school with respect    1999 2003 2007   2010 2014 
Strongly Agree         30.0  30.8  39.6  37.0  41.5 
Agree           61.3  55.5  50.2  54.4  50.7 
Disagree            5.8    9.5    6.8    4.7     4.5 
Strongly Disagree          2.9    4.2    3.4    3.9    3.3 
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49. Which do you think you will likely do after you 
 finish high school?         1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Go to a vocational/technical school or          14.1  12.0    7.7    9.8    8.7 
2 year college 

Go to a 4 year college/university      59.6  60.0  63.6  66.1  59.8 
Go to work full-time             4.3    4.1    3.4    3.5    5.4 
Join the military              4.7    6.7    6.2    7.1    8.2 
Get married and be supported by my husband/wife 2.0      .9    1.2    1.4    1.0 
Go on public assistance (welfare)        0.0      .4      .3      .5      .3 
Don’t know yet         14.6  15.3  16.4  10.6  15.7 
Don’t plan to finish high school             .7      .6    1.2    1.0      .9 

50. How often in the past year have you missed school  
 because you felt you would be unsafe at school or  
 on your way to or from school?      1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
  Once             6.7  15.0  14.0  12.2  15.4 

Several Times           10.4    3.6    2.8    4.0    5.4 
Many Times              .7    1.7    2.8    3.0    3.4 
Never           82.2  79.7  80.4  80.8  75.8 

Please read each statement carefully and decide whether you agree or disagree. Fill in the circles on the 
answer sheet that best describe your feelings.     

51. In my community, there are fun things for kids  
my age to do.          1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Strongly Agree                12.9    9.4  10.8  12.0  13.4 
Agree                  23.9  34.6  38.9  38.9  37.3 
Disagree                 32.7  32.8  30.5  28.3  28.9 
Strongly Disagree               30.5  23.2  19.8  20.8  20.4 

52. In my community, there are opportunities for kids         
 my age to earn money or find a job.     1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Strongly Agree           -  10.4  10.5  11.4  11.6 
Agree             -  54.6  48.8  52.0  50.6 
Disagree            -  23.0  26.6  23.8  25.6 
Strongly Disagree          -  12.0  14.1  12.8  12.2 

53. I feel safe in my community.        1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
  Strongly Agree                29.0  17.9  19.5  19.9  19.9 

Agree            55.0  60.7  59.5  58.7  52.5 
Disagree           10.6  15.5  14.0  13.9  19.2 
Strongly Disagree           5.4    5.9    7.0    7.5    8.4 

54. Adults in my community care about and value  
kids my age.          1999 2003 2007 2010 2014
 Strongly Agree              -    9.5  15.6  14.5  16.0 

Agree               -  51.5  54.1  51.4  48.9 
Disagree              -  28.7  22.2  23.0  23.6 
Strongly Disagree            -  10.3    8.1  11.1  11.5  
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55. If I had a problem, there are adults in my community      

 who I could count on to help me.      1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Strongly Agree          41.9  24.8  31.8  28.6  30.5 
Agree            36.9  50.3  49.5  50.4  46.8 
Disagree           13.7  15.2  11.9  12.3  13.1 
Strongly Disagree               7.5    9.7    6.8    8.7    9.6 

Please indicate whether or not your school or community offers specific help to teenagers for each of 
these concerns. You don’t need to have used or sought help for these, but it is important that you base 
your answers on specific groups, programs or agencies that you know provide help for each of these 
issues.   
                                  
56. Pregnancy/birth control/abstinence counseling   1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

No Help Offered            -  10.5  12.7  16.4  15.6 
No Help Offered, but Help is Needed       -    5.5    3.7    6.7    6.3 
Help Offered               -  37.0  34.4  27.2  24.8 
Don’t Know             -  47.0  49.2  49.7  53.3 

57. Sexual/physical abuse        1999 2003 2007   2010 2014 
No Help Offered            -    9.3  11.8  15.4  15.3 
No Help Offered, but Help is Needed        -    3.8    4.0    4.8    5.7 
Help Offered             -  40.8  36.6  30.7  28.9 
Don’t Know             -  46.1  47.6  49.1  50.1 

 
58. Alcohol/drug abuse          1999 2003 2007  2010 2014  

No Help Offered            -    8.0  10.7  14.3  14.6 
No Help Offered, but Help is Needed         -    5.3    4.7    5.8    7.1 
Help Offered             -  50.1  41.6  35.6  29.6 
Don’t Know             -  36.6  43.0  44.3  48.7 

59. Depression or thoughts of suicide       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014   
No Help Offered            -    9.4  11.8  15.3  13.6 
No Help Offered, but Help is Needed        -    7.3    5.3    7.6    9.1 
Help Offered             -  39.7  38.4  32.2  34.5 
Don’t Know             -  43.6  44.5  45.0  42.8 

Please read each statement and decide if you agree or disagree. Fill in the numbered circles on your 
answer sheet that represent how you feel.                       
                       
60. I feel safe in my home        1999 2003 2007 2010 2014    

Strongly Agree             57.7  63.3     66.3  64.4  66.7 
Agree             38.0  31.7  27.7  28.1  25.9 
Disagree             2.5    3.7    3.8    3.9    4.2 
Strongly Disagree          1.8    1.3    2.2    3.6    3.2 
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61. I can turn to my parent(s) if I have a serious personal          
 problem and need someone to talk to.      1999 2003 2007     2010 2014 

Strongly Agree            -  39.9     48.7  48.7  51.4 
Agree               -  39.0  33.3  31.5  29.9 
Disagree              -  12.8  11.5  11.4  10.8 
Strongly Disagree           -    8.3    6.5    8.4    7.9 

From your point of view, indicate how much the following are true for you. If you do not live with your 
mother or father, answer about the male or female adult you live with.            
    
My parent(s)…                

62. …set clear rules for me to follow.      1999 2003 2007  2010 2014 
Never                7.9    3.6    4.2    5.6    4.7 
Occasionally            28.9  28.1  23.3  22.0  23.0 
Often            32.9  32.7     33.1  31.7  30.5 

   Always           30.3  35.6  39.4  40.7  41.8 

63. …discipline or punish me when I break the rules.  1999 2003 2007  2010 2014 
Never              16.9  12.4   10.2   10.6  10.6 
Occasionally              37.1  35.5  30.9  30.1  30.6  
Often           27.1  27.4      31.8  29.9  28.6 

   Always           18.9  24.7  27.1  29.4  30.2 

64. …expect me to call or text if I am not at home.    1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Never             5.9    4.7       4.7    6.6    7.2 
Occasionally         18.3  14.5  12.4  16.0  11.2 
Often           20.9  20.0      21.1  21.7  18.5 

   Always           54.9  60.8  61.8  55.7  63.1 

65. …know my friends.         1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Never                4.1    3.6    3.2    5.0    4.9 
Occasionally           9.7  15.4  14.6  14.3  14.0 
Often           41.2  36.2      31.8  31.2  30.9 

   Always           45.0  44.8  50.4  49.5  50.2 

66. …usually know what I am doing after school.   1999 2003 2007  2010 2014 
Never             4.5    5.2    4.0    5.2    4.6 
Occasionally         15.3  11.6  10.5  10.8  10.3 
Often                29.6  29.2      29.4  27.2  25.8 

   Always           50.6  54.0  56.1  56.8  59.3 

67. …ask me where I’m going when I go out.    1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Never              -    4.0    3.3    4.4    4.9 
Occasionally            -    8.2    6.6    8.4    6.7 
Often              -  16.1      15.4  16.1  13.7 

   Always              -  71.7  74.7  71.1  74.7 

68. …care about and encourage me in my interests  
    and activities.         1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Never              -    5.8    5.3    6.0    6.6 
Occasionally            -  13.1  10.5  10.8  10.0 
Often              -  24.1     22.6  20.7  20.5 

   Always              -  57.0  61.6  62.5  62.9 



 64  

69. …are interested and encourage me in my school work. 1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Never                 -    5.3    4.0    6.3    6.5 
Occasionally            -  10.8    7.7    9.3    9.5 
Often              -  23.7      20.0  18.5  17.6 

   Always              -  60.2  68.3  65.9  66.4 
 
How often in the past year have you had a talk with at least one parent or adult you live with about each 
of the following?    
               
70. Risks of smoking, drinking, or taking drugs    1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Never             29.4  31.7  34.8  36.1  40.1 
Rarely               -  23.8  21.5  21.9  21.0 
Sometimes             35.8  27.4     27.1  26.6  24.5 
Often               21.6  12.4  10.8  10.4    9.6 
Very Often          13.2    4.7    5.8    5.0    4.8 

71. The risks of being sexually active (AIDS, HIV, STDs,           
 pregnancy, birth controls, etc.)      1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Never              41.0  41.1  44.2  41.7  47.5 
Rarely                -  24.5  22.9  24.2  20.1 
Sometimes             33.5  20.1  19.0  19.9  19.2 
Often               14.8  10.1    9.6    8.9    8.3 
Very Often          10.7    4.2    4.3    5.3    4.9 

72. About your family’s history, faith and/or values   1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Never            26.8  24.5    24.8  26.1  24.2 
Rarely               -  21.2  22.6  22.2  22.5 
Sometimes             34.5  28.4  28.1  26.2  26.5 
Often                    25.1  17.4  15.3  16.7  17.1 
Very Often               13.6    8.5    9.2    8.4    9.7 

73. About your job or education plans after high school  1999 2003 2007 2010 2014      
Never               9.2  12.9  14.6  14.8  15.5 
Rarely                -  14.3  16.6  14.0  13.6 
Sometimes             29.1  26.1  25.4  23.0  24.0 
Often               31.0  27.2  23.9  27.2  24.9 
Very Often          30.7  19.5  19.5  21.0  22.0 

 
For the next four questions, please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following 
statements.   
 
Answer these questions about the adults you live with most of the time.  
       
74. My parents think youth my age should wait to have  
 sexual intercourse.            1999 2003 2007 2010 2014   

Strongly Agree             -  47.7    56.3  48.4  53.5 
Agree                  -  41.1  31.7   36.3  32.1 
Disagree              -    6.6          6.8    9.4    9.6 
Strongly Disagree            -    4.6    5.2    5.9    4.8 
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75. My parents think youth my age shouldn’t  

drink alcohol.          1999 2003 2007 2010 2014       
Strongly Agree             -  47.1  61.2  52.5  57.5 
Agree               -  40.3  28.9  34.0  30.1 
Disagree                     -    9.0    5.6    8.8    8.3 
Strongly Disagree                   -    3.6    4.3    4.7    4.1 

76. My parents think youth my age shouldn’t use  
tobacco products.          1999 2003 2007 2010 2014  
 Strongly Agree             -  57.4  71.3  63.6  67.6 

Agree               -  33.8  21.3  27.5  24.6 
Disagree              -    4.9    2.8    4.2    3.8 
Strongly Disagree            -    3.9    4.6    4.7    4.0 

77. My parents think youth my age shouldn’t  
use marijuana.           1999 2003 2007 2010 2014  
 Strongly Agree             -     -     -  65.5  66.3 

Agree               -     -     -  25.1  23.9 
Disagree              -     -     -    4.1    5.0 
Strongly Disagree            -     -     -    5.3    4.8 

78. How many times in the past five years have you had to 
change schools because you moved to a different  
community or neighborhood?       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

None              -  7 4.5  73.2  74.1  76.9 
Once              -  14.1   14.2  14.4  12.9 
Twice              -      5.2     4.3    4.8    4.3 
Three times             -      2.8    3.9    3.5    2.7 
Four times               -      1.6      1.1    1.2    1.3 
Five times or more             -      1.8    3.3     2.0    1.9 

 
Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statements.   
 
79. I can turn to my friends if I have a serious personal        

 problem and need someone to talk with.    1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Strongly Agree             -  40.7  43.6  44.0  41.2 
Agree              -  40.4      41.8  41.1  40.5 
Disagree                  -  13.4         9.4    9.5  11.6 
Strongly Disagree            -    5.5    5.2    5.4    6.7 

80. If  I wanted to do something foolish or dangerous, my            
 friends would try to stop me for my own good.   1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Strongly Agree             -  35.7  39.9  37.5  36.4 
Agree              -  45.4      41.4  43.5  42.9 
Disagree                  -  13.7    13.6  13.0  14.4 
Strongly Disagree            -    5.2    5.1    6.0    6.3 
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81. My friends think postponing sexual intercourse until            

 after high school is a good idea.      1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Strongly Agree             -  17.1  26.7  21.1  26.8 
Agree              -  31.0      33.2  29.4  31.0 
Disagree                  -  34.3    25.2  29.9  27.5 
Strongly Disagree            -  17.6  14.9  19.6  14.7 

82. My friends feel it is important to get good grades                
 and work hard in school.        1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Strongly Agree              -  22.8  29.0  28.1  32.2 
Agree              -  54.5      52.0  54.1  50.5 
Disagree                  -  17.8    14.6  13.4  12.9 
Strongly Disagree            -    4.9    4.4    4.4    4.4 

83. My friends think you don’t need to drink or do drugs            
 in order to have a good time.       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Strongly Agree             -  32.3  46.0  35.7  41.8 
Agree              -  43.1      36.1  42.8  39.4 
Disagree             -  17.3    12.1  15.1  12.4 
Strongly Disagree            -    7.3    5.8    6.4    6.4 

84. My friends and I talk about going to college or          
 getting a job after high school.      1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Strongly Agree             -  25.2  29.2  32.5  34.2 
Agree              -  49.9      44.8  47.5  45.8 
Disagree               -  16.9   17.9  13.8  13.8 
Strongly Disagree            -    8.0    8.1    6.2    6.2 

 
85. My friends feel it is important to help others and               

 to contribute our community.       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Strongly Agree             -  12.0  15.2  16.2  19.3 
Agree              -  39.3      43.4  46.2  49.0 
Disagree                 -  34.8    30.2  27.1  23.1 
Strongly Disagree            -  13.9  11.2  10.5    8.6 

86. I let my friends talk me into doing things I really 
don’t want to do.          1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

  Strongly Agree             6.1   4.8    8.0    7.8    8.9 
Agree            17.2 11.7      12.7  11.6  13.1 
Disagree                31.9 42.9    37.7  41.0  36.9 
Strongly Disagree          44.8 40.6  41.6  39.6  41.1 
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Fill in the responses on your answer sheet that best describe your situation or feelings. 

87. Who do you generally talk to when you have  
a problem?           1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

A friend           53.9  44.7  44.4  48.6  42.5 
An adult friend               2.5    4.7    3.8     4.7    3.9 
A parent/step-parent        19.3  25.0  29.9  25.3  28.7 
A brother/sister             6.7    8.3    7.5    7.0    6.3 
An adult relative (not a parent or step-parent)    1.8    2.2    2.1    2.6    1.4 
A school staff person (teacher, guidance  
  counselor, etc.)                .9    1.5    1.3      .5      .9 
A counselor or religious leader        1.1      .9      .1      .5    1.1 
An adult leader  
(e.g. 4-H, church youth group, scouts, coach, etc.)       .2          .2      .2      .5      .4 
No one, because I can’t or don’t want to   11.8  10.8    9.7    8.5  11.6 
No one, because I have no one to talk to     1.8    1.7    1.0    1.8    3.2 

88. During the past year, have you seriously thought  
 about running away from home?       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

No             56.9  62.3    63.3  66.4  67.8 
Yes, once           19.9  18.4  19.2  15.8  16.9 
Yes, more than once        16.9  15.6  14.7  14.0  13.2 
I did run away           6.1    3.3    2.2    3.1    1.7 
I did not live at home during the last year       .2      .4      .6      .7       .4 

89. During the past 6 months, have you felt depressed,  
helpless, hopeless or very sad for a period of 2 weeks  
or longer?            1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

No              57.2  65.3  68.4  71.0  65.9 
Yes             42.8  34.7  31.6  29.0  34.1 

 
Sometimes people feel so depressed and hopeless about the future that they may consider attempting 
suicide, that is, taking some action to end their own life. The next six questions ask about suicide. 

90. During the past 12 months, did you ever seriously  
 consider attempting suicide?       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

No                 78.3  81.0  87.4  85.7  82.7 
Yes            21.7  19.0  12.6  14.3  17.3 

91. During the past 12 months, did you make a plan  
 about how you would attempt suicide?     1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

No            84.1  87.8   92.7   90.0   87.6 
Yes            15.9  12.2    7.3  10.0  12.4 

92. During the past 12 months, how many times         
 did you actually attempt suicide?      1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

0 times                -  90.7  94.1  92.9  91.7 
1 time                 -    4.5    3.4    3.8    3.9 
2 or 3 times              -    2.8    1.5    1.7    3.0 
4 or 5 times              -    1.1      .6      .5      .7 
6 or more times             -      .9      .4    1.1      .7 
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93. If you attempted suicide during the past 12 months, did 
 any attempt result in an injury, poisoning, or overdose 
   that had to be treated by  a doctor or nurse?   1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

I did not attempt suicide during the past  
   12 months             -  86.9  88.6  90.0  87.6 
Yes                -    3.2    2.9    2.5    3.0 
No               -    9.9    8.5    7.5    9.4 

 
94. If you have had thoughts about committing suicide,  

 what was the main reason you had these thoughts  
   the last time?          1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

I do not have these thoughts         -  73.6  78.5  78.4  74.6 
Because of a failed relationship          -    3.5    3.3    3.8    3.2 
I had problems with my parents or home life     -    7.5    6.4    5.4    5.5 
Because of pressure to perform at school        
  (grades, tests, homework, etc.)         -    2.8    1.0    1.2    2.1 
I felt too much pressure about something in   
(my life like school, sports, or work)         -    2.3    3.3    1.8    2.6 
I had been verbally abused or harassed by  
  someone               -    1.1      .8    1.1    1.6 
I had been physically or sexually abused         -      .9      .9      .9      .4 
Because I have a drug or alcohol addiction  
  problem              -      .1      .2      .2      .3 
I had feelings of alone-ness or isolation      -    3.0    2.7    3.6    5.8 
Because of some other reason          -    5.2    2.9    3.6    3.9 

95. If you have had thoughts about committing suicide,    
 what do you usually do in response to those thoughts? 1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

I do not have these thoughts      69.5  73.8  79.0  78.1  74.0 
I do nothing when I have these thoughts     8.0    5.8    4.6    4.9    6.0    
I try to solve my own problems but I don’t talk    
  to anyone            9.8     4.9    5.1    5.8    6.5    
I withdraw from people and activities       3.2    2.8    3.5    2.6    4.4   
I drink or use other drugs          1.8    2.6    1.1    1.6    1.9 
I talk to a parent or other caring adult     1.4    1.7      .9    1.1    1.1 
I talk to a teen friend         4.7    4.9    4.4    3.9    3.9 
I seek professional help             -      .4      .2      .1      .4 
I call an appropriate hotline            -    0.0    0.0      .2      .1 
I make a plan for how I would do it        1.6    3.1    1.2    1.7    1.7 
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The next set of questions asks about sexual activity.         

96. If you have ever had sexual intercourse, how old   
 were you the first time?        1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

never had sexual intercourse       65.5  72.8   79.7  69.5  75.8 
11 or under             3.4    3.1     3.1    3.9    2.5 
12                4.5    3.4    2.0    2.8    2.1 
13                6.9    5.3    3.2    3.7    3.7 
14              7.3    4.3    4.2    7.6    5.3 
15              6.1    5.7    4.9    6.6    5.1 
16              4.5    3.8    1.9    4.6    4.5 
17 or older            1.8    1.6    1.0    1.3    1.0 

97. If you have ever had sexual intercourse, why did you  
 decide to have sexual intercourse the first time?   1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

I have never had sexual intercourse     65.6  73.4  80.1  70.1  75.4 
I didn’t decide, it just happened     10.0    7.4    4.9    8.1    6.3 
I didn’t decide, someone forced me        .9    2.1      1.3    1.8    1.4 
I was curious to see what it was like      8.4    5.4    5.2    6.7    4.5 
I was in love with the person         9.8    7.9    6.7    9.7    9.7 
I wasn’t in control, due to the use of alcohol  
   or drugs            2.3      .8      .5      .8      .8 
Other               3.0    3.0    1.3    2.8    1.9 

For the purpose of this survey, abstinence is refraining from having sexual intercourse until you are 
married. 
 
98. If you are currently sexually active, how often is some  

 form of birth control, such as condoms, birth control  
 pills, or diaphragms, used to prevent pregnancy?  1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

I have never had sexual intercourse     66.2  72.7  79.4  68.9  75.1 
I am currently abstinent          -    6.3      3.3    4.0    3.9 
Never               6.2    2.1     3.2    4.9    3.2 
Sometimes            4.1    6.3    2.9    6.0    3.3 
Always           23.5  12.6        11.2 16.2  14.5 

99. If you are sexually active, how often is a condom  
used for protection against sexually transmitted  
disease?           1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

I have never had sexual intercourse     66.1  72.9  79.7  69.1  75.8 
I am currently abstinent          -    5.6      2.9    4.3    3.6 
Never               3.9    2.7     3.2    4.9    3.5 
Sometimes            8.0    7.6    2.8    7.4    5.3 
Always           22.0  11.2  11.4  14.3  11.8 

100. If you are sexually active, do you drink or use drugs  
 before you have intercourse?       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

I have never had sexual intercourse    66.2  73.9   80.7  71.7  77.2 
Never use before intercourse      18.0  16.4  12.4  16.8  14.9 
Sometimes use before intercourse     14.2    8.8     6.0    9.4    6.7 
Always or almost always use before intercourse    1.6      .9      .9    2.1    1.2 
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There are various influences in your life which help you make decisions. Below is a list of possible 
influences that may help you make the right decisions for you about your sexual activity. To answer 
questions 101 and 102, mark on the answer sheet which are the two strongest influences for you. 
 
101. Which influence above is the strongest in your    

decision-making about sexual activity?    1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Concern about health risks or pregnancy   35.1  33.4   37.5  35.2  35.1 
Family influence           8.8  14.8  16.4  16.3  16.1 
Friends’ influence           8.1    9.0     6.3    7.7    4.9 
Concern about risks to your future plans for  
  career or education        13.9  10.3    7.1    7.6    6.9 
Church or religious beliefs        3.8    4.4    3.9    3.4    3.1 
Influence of sex education/health class/ family  life      
    education in school            1.4    2.8    3.1    1.7    2.2 
A service, program, activity or club in the  
   community                0.0      .1      .2      .3      .4 
I am not/have not been in love with anyone    5.5    4.2    4.5    6.2    6.7 
Don’t need it/not interested in it now      10.9    9.0  11.1  10.7  14.8 
Other           12.5  12.0    9.9  10.9    9.8 

102. Which influence above is the second strongest in your 
   decision-making about sexual activity?     1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Concern about health risks or pregnancy   18.0  19.5   18.6  19.6  18.5 
Family influence         16.6  20.2  21.3  18.5  17.1 
Friends’ influence            8.8    8.8  11.0  11.4    9.3 
Concern about risks to your future plans for   
   career or education       20.0  16.1  13.8  14.1  13.6 
Church or religious beliefs          3.9    2.8    2.8    3.5    3.6 
Influence of sex education/health class/ family life       
   education in school             4.6    5.7    5.4    3.0    3.0 
A service, program, activity or club in the  
   community                .5      .8    0.0      .6    1.0 
I am not/have not been in love with anyone    5.1    5.3    4.5    5.6    6.5 
Don’t need it/not interested in it now        8.5    7.9    9.6    9.4  13.6 
Other           14.0  12.9  13.0  14.3  13.8 

Sexual harassment is unwanted sexual attention such as sexual comments, jokes, graffiti, blocking or 
cornering.  
 
103. How often in the past year have you experienced some  
   form of sexual harassment from other youth?   1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Never                -  72.8  78.7  80.3  84.1 
Once              -    9.8  11.1    7.6    7.0 
2 or 3 times             -    9.1    5.3    6.0    4.3 
4 times or more            -    8.3    4.9    6.1    4.6 
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104. How often in the past year have you experienced some  
   form of sexual harassment from an adult?    1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Never                -  89.3  91.8  90.1  93.1 
Once              -    5.6    4.2    4.5    3.5 
2 or 3 times             -    3.1    2.9    2.6    2.1 
4 times or more            -    2.0    1.1    2.8    1.3 

105. Has another teen ever done something sexual to you  
   that you didn’t want?        1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

No            80.3  80.8  84.4  85.0  86.2 
Yes, unwanted kissing          3.0    2.4    1.8    2.7    2.5 
Yes, unwanted touching           7.6    9.4    7.7    5.8    5.8 
Yes, unwanted kissing and touching        5.9    3.6    3.3    3.3    2.5 
Yes, unwanted sexual intercourse       1.6    2.7    1.7    1.8    1.7 

   Yes, other               1.6    1.1    1.1    1.4    1.3 

106. What was the relationship of this teen to you the last  
time this happened?         1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

It has never happened       72.3  75.9  79.9  79.2  81.8 
A date, boyfriend or girlfriend      10.3    6.9    6.4    7.3    6.1 
A close or casual friend       11.4  11.4    8.1    7.4    7.2 
A stranger            1.6    2.2    1.9    2.1    1.6 
A teen relative           1.4    1.1    1.3    1.0      .9 
An ex-boyfriend or ex-girlfriend       3.0    2.5    2.4    3.0    2.4 

107. Has an adult ever done something sexual to you  
that you didn’t want?        1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

No            92.4  91.2  93.0  92.2  95.0 
Yes, unwanted kissing               .7    1.4    1.2    1.6      .6 
Yes, unwanted touching         3.4    3.3      2.7    2.8    2.1 
Yes, unwanted kissing and touching      2.1    1.7    1.2    1.1      .7 
Yes, unwanted sexual intercourse       1.4    1.4      .9    1.4      .9 
Yes, other            0.0    1.0    1.0    0.9      .7 

108. What was the relationship of this adult to you the last  
time this happened?         1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

It has never happened       90.8  90.5  93.1  91.7  94.8 
A stranger                   .9    1.3    1.2    2.3    1.6 
An adult friend or leader         2.5    2.5    1.7    1.7    1.2 
An adult I knew but did not consider a  
   friend or leader              1.5    2.4    2.0    2.0    1.1 
An adult relative             3.2    2.5    1.6    1.7    1.0 
An adult boyfriend or girlfriend           1.1      .8      .4      .6      .3 
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109. Have you ever told anyone that you were physically  
hurt or received unwanted sexual activity?     1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

It has never happened       81.0  83.9  86.4  87.6  88.5 
Yes, I told a parent           5.6    4.5    4.0    3.7    3.0 
Yes, I told a school staff person       0.0    1.1      .6    1.2      .7 
Yes, I told a doctor, social worker or  
   religious leader                .9    1.3      .8      .8      .3 
Yes, I told an adult friend or youth group leader     .5      .6      .2      .5      .3 
Yes, I told a teen friend, but no adults       5.8    4.4    4.3    3.3    3.6 

  No, I never told anyone when it happened      6.2    4.2    3.7    2.9    3.6 

110. What happened as a result of telling someone about  
the physical or sexual activity described above?  1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

It has never happened to me      80.0  83.2  86.1  86.4  86.9 
I told someone, action was taken, and it  
   stopped             6.3    5.5    4.0    4.6    5.0 
I told someone, action was taken, and it  
   continued               .7    1.1    1.4    1.4      .6 
I told someone, no action was taken, and it  
   stopped                 -    5.3    3.9    3.7    2.8 
I told someone, no action was taken, and it  
   continued            7.0    1.2      .5    1.1    1.3 
I never told anyone          6.0    3.7    4.1    2.8    3.4 

111. Have you ever done something sexual with another    
person that they didn’t want?       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Yes              5.6  14.6  15.4  19.6  19.9 
No            94.4  85.4  84.6  80.4  80.1 

The next set of questions asks about your personal experiences with violence and abuse. 
 
112. In the past year, have you been physically hurt by an adult  

at home (i.e., beat up, hit with an object, kicked, etc.)? 1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
No               -  87.6    88.3  89.0  89.2 
Yes, once               -    7.0    6.4    6.1    6.5 
Yes, more than once           -    5.4    5.3    4.9    4.3 

113. In the past year, have you been physically hurt by  
another teen?           1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

No            73.7  81.4    84.1  86.2  85.0 
Yes, once          12.6    9.2    8.5    7.8    8.5 
Yes, more than once        13.7    9.4    7.4    6.0    6.5 

114. In the past year, have you been slapped, hit or  
kicked by a boyfriend/girlfriend?          1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

No            71.5  87.6    88.7  90.3  92.1 
Yes, once          13.3    6.0    6.3    4.9    4.5 
Yes, more than once        15.2    6.4    5.0    4.8    3.4 
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115. Do you feel constantly teased, threatened or   
harassed by other youth?             1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

No                     -  80.9  83.7  87.9  85.6 
Yes               -  19.1  16.3  12.1  14.4 

116. How often in the past 6 months have you used  
physical force or threatened people in order to win  
an argument or get your own  way?     1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Never              -  63.7    63.6  74.6  78.1 
Rarely              -  23.5   24.3  14.3  14.2 
Occasionally              -    7.9    8.3    6.5    4.7 
Often                    -    2.6    2.0    2.3    1.6 
Very often             -    2.3    1.8    2.3    1.4 

117. In the past year, have you ever carried a weapon, such 
as a knife or club, on school property with the intent 
to harm someone or to protect yourself or others?     1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Never              -  94.8   95.8  94.2  96.0 
Yes, once only            -    2.6    1.8    3.2    1.8 
Yes, more than once           -    2.6    2.4    2.6    2.2 

118. In the past year, have you ever carried a gun on  
school property with the intent to harm someone or  
to protect yourself or others?       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Never              -  98.0      97.8  96.4  98.7 
Yes, once only              -    1.1      .9    1.4      .9 
Yes, more than once           -      .9    1.3    2.2      .4 

119. In the past year, have you ever carried a weapon,    
such as a knife or club, in the community with the intent  
to harm someone or to protect yourself or others?  1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Never              -  91.8    93.9  92.1  92.9 
Yes, once only            -    3.0    2.7    2.9    2.8 
Yes, more than once           -    5.2    3.4    5.0    4.3 

120. In the past year, have you ever carried a gun in the  
community with the intent to harm someone or to  
protect yourself or others?       1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Never              -  96.4    96.6  94.6  97.2 
Yes, once only            -    1.5    1.4    3.3    2.0 
Yes, more than once           -    2.1    2.0    2.1      .8 

121. During the past 12 months, have you ever been  
electronically bullied? (Includes being bullied  
through e-mail, chat rooms, instant messaging, 
Web sites, or texting)        1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Yes               -     -       -  41.6  46.5 
No               -     -        -  58.4  53.5 
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On average, you probably have a total of about 60 non-classroom hours of free time to pursue other 
activities each week.                    
 
Here are some things teens do after school and on weekends. How many hours each week do you spend… 
                    
122. …staying at home with no adults present    1999 2003 2007   2010 2014 

None             8.5    9.7  10.2  12.7  15.2 
About 1 Hour           20.8  26.9    32.6  29.9  31.6 
2-10 Hours              55.4  52.4     49.0  49.1  45.6 
11-20 Hours             10.1    6.6    5.2    5.2    4.7 
More Than 20 Hrs.           5.2    4.4    3.0    3.1    2.9 

123. …watching TV, playing video or computer games  1999 2003 2007   2010 2014 
None             4.9    5.9    4.4    7.7    8.0 
About 1 Hour          25.3  23.9  29.6  32.9  28.7  
2-10 Hours              50.3  55.3  51.5  48.4  49.7 
11-20 Hours             14.3    9.2     9.1    6.7    8.8 
More Than 20 Hrs.           5.2    5.7    5.4    4.3    4.8 

124. …doing homework or studying.      1999 2003 2007     2010 2014 
None             6.5  12.1  10.4    8.3    9.2 
About 1 Hour           30.1  36.6  45.6  40.6  39.8 
2-10 Hours              51.8  43.2  38.7  41.1  42.7 
11-20 Hours            9.2    7.1       3.7    7.4    6.0 
More Than 20 Hrs.           2.4    1.0    1.6    2.6    2.3 

125. …talking or texting to friends on the telephone   1999 2003 2007   2010 2014 
None              -        24.1  19.8  12.6  15.8 
About 1 Hour              -  37.8  42.1  25.7  29.7 
2-10 Hours                 -  29.8  29.3  34.0  33.7 
11-20 Hours                -    5.4     6.8  13.8  11.8 
More Than 20 Hrs.            -    2.9    2.0  13.9    9.0 

 
126. …being online (chatting, surfing, etc.)     1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

None              -  17.4  19.3  14.4  16.6 
About 1 Hour              -  23.5  26.5  31.6  30.3 
2-10 Hours                 -  40.9  39.5  40.1  36.2 
11-20 Hours                -  12.5   10.4    9.5  10.0 
More Than 20 Hrs.            -    5.7    4.3    4.4    6.9 

127. …dating a boyfriend/girlfriend or hanging out  
   with friends.             1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

None           11.3  15.3  14.1  15.4  22.8 
About 1 Hour           11.3  11.8  14.5  14.3  15.5 
2-10 Hours              49.4  42.8  43.4  40.0  39.2 
11-20 Hours             15.6  15.9   16.7  15.2  11.8 
More Than 20 Hrs.         12.4  14.2  11.3  15.1  10.7 
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128. …participating in school and community sponsored   
      activities, including clubs, dances, etc.    1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

None           32.8  33.8  27.4  28.9  31.2 
About 1 Hour           21.6  22.2  25.0  24.0  25.2 
2-10 Hours              37.2  35.2  38.8  34.9  34.0 
11-20 Hours               6.3    6.5    6.0    7.9    5.9 
More Than 20 Hrs.           2.1    2.3    2.8    4.3    3.7 

129. …participating in organized sports (school or  
      community sponsored teams or contests)    1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

None           36.7  33.8  26.3  28.0  28.9 
About 1 Hour           11.1  12.0  15.2  13.4  13.7 
2-10 Hours             34.4  35.1  39.5  37.1  37.8 
11-20 Hours             14.5  13.9  12.8  14.8  12.5 
More Than 20 Hrs.           3.3    5.2    6.2    6.7    7.1 

130. …exercising for fun and fitness      1999 2003 2007   2010 2014 
None           17.7  21.8  17.4  18.6  21.5 
About 1 Hour           30.7  33.8  40.1  34.7  35.2 
2-10 Hours              40.4  35.8  32.8  34.2  33.0 
11-20 Hours               7.2    6.0    7.5    8.4    6.9 
More Than 20 Hrs.           4.0    2.6    2.2      4.1    3.4 

131. …doing fun things with your parent(s) or family  1999 2003 2007 2010 2014  
None                16.5  19.5  15.1  17.8  18.1 
About 1 Hour           29.1  33.5  37.2  31.0  31.1 
2-10 Hours              42.3  41.4  40.6  41.6  40.4 
11-20 Hours               7.9    4.2    5.4    6.0    7.4 
More Than 20 Hrs.           4.2    1.4    1.7    3.6    3.0 

132. …working at a job for pay       1999 2003 2007  2010 2014    
None           47.9  58.2  63.7  56.3  66.0 
About 1 Hour           10.7  10.9  13.9  13.6  10.3 
2-10 Hours              24.5  19.6  15.1  19.0  15.3 
11-20 Hours             10.8    7.5    4.9    7.4    6.0 
More Than 20 Hrs.           6.1    3.8    2.4    3.7    2.4 

133. …helping with family business or farm, or doing  
        household chores         1999 2003 2007   2010 2014 

None           14.5  25.6  22.5  25.2  27.2 
About 1 Hour           36.9  42.8  46.7  40.4  41.3 
2-10 Hours              39.9  26.1  25.5  26.8  25.0 
11-20 Hours               6.6    4.3    3.3    4.7    4.1 
More Than 20 Hrs.           2.1    1.2    2.0    2.9    2.4 

134. …doing volunteer community service     1999 2003 2007  2010 2014   
None           71.7  71.6  67.1  56.4  56.4 
About 1 Hour           17.2  19.6  20.3  24.4  23.9 
2-10 Hours                9.3    6.3    9.5  14.1  15.2 
11-20 Hours               1.3    1.8    1.8    2.3    2.3 
More Than 20 Hrs.              .5      .7    1.3    2.8    2.2 
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Fill in the circles on your answer sheet that best describes your situation or feelings. 
 
How helpful do you think each of these things are in keeping you from engaging in negative, illegal or 
harmful activities?  
 
135. Counselor/social worker  you can talk with    1999 2003 2007 2010 2014  

Very Helpful         22.5  15.5  16.9  19.5  19.4 
Some Help           50.5  19.3    23.0  22.0  21.7 
Helpful                 -  21.3  21.7  22.5  21.8 
Minimal Help            -  14.5       12.6  13.0  11.5 
No Help           27.0  29.4  25.8  23.0  25.6 

136. Involved family/parents        1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Very Helpful         50.9  33.2  40.5  37.7  39.5 
Some Help           32.9  20.8  19.6  17.2  17.6 
Helpful                 -  27.8  25.4  28.9  26.3 
Minimal Help            -    9.9    6.7    7.6    7.1 
No Help           16.2    8.3    7.8    8.6    9.5 

137. After school and weekend activities at school or    
 in the community          1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Very Helpful         31.9  22.2  25.9  25.5  26.4 
Some Help           46.5  21.6  22.5  22.6  21.0 
Helpful                 -  23.6  23.2  25.6  23.3 
Minimal Help            -  13.7  11.0  10.0  11.4 
No Help           21.6  18.9  17.4  16.3  17.9 

138. School programs concerning drug and alcohol prevention       
awareness (in-class instructions, assemblies)   1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 

Very Helpful            -  15.3  20.5  20.9  20.7 
Some Help              -  20.0  21.8  20.1  17.8 
Helpful                -  20.8  21.2  21.2  20.5 
Minimal Help            -  17.7  15.7  15.0  14.7 
No Help              -  26.2  20.8  22.8  26.3 

139. Opportunities to perform volunteer work    1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Very Helpful         20.0  12.7  17.8  20.7  20.8 
Some Help           46.3  19.4  21.5  20.9  21.4 
Helpful                 -  19.2  20.4  23.6  21.8 
Minimal Help            -  19.6  16.4  13.4  13.4 
No Help           33.7  29.1  23.9  21.4  22.6 

140. Positive role models         1999 2003 2007 2010 2014 
Very Helpful         40.0  31.2  38.1  39.1  41.1 
Some Help           42.4  20.6  19.8  19.2  17.6 
Helpful                 -  23.2  23.3  24.0  23.1 
Minimal Help            -  10.8    8.4    7.8    7.6 
No Help           17.6  14.2  10.4    9.9  10.6 

 


